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TOd: Rabin treats Arafat as enemy 

CASABLANCA f R) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin still 
t«MS latter Arafat as an enemy instead of a partner an .Arafat 
advoer said on Monday. *TJe head of the Israel; government 
coutnmes to behave with Mr. 1 asser Arafat as if he were an enemy 
and nor as a partner in a political operation,- said Dr. Ahmed 
TTbi m Morocco leadinc a Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) delegation for talks with Israeli offtoak The two sides 
meeting in Casablanca since last Tuesday moved on Monday to the 
southern dry of Marrakesh to continue milts on Jewish settlements 
and the future status of Jerusalem. ‘■Rabin's behaviour has 
negative effects on the atmosphere surrounding the peace opera- 
tion and the chances of success." Dr. Tibi told Reuters. He did not 
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m the region and has an important role to play m the next stages of 
the peace process." 
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Israel hits German 
ties with Iran 

BONN (AP) — Israel's fore- 
ign minister on Monday 
exacted Germany for its policy 
of grooming a friendship with 
.Ttan, saying it was mistaken 
and would not steer Tehran 
away from “terrorism.” In 
.Bonn for a three-day visit, 
Shimon Peres said the world 
should isolate Iran because of 
. a tt a c ks like the July 18 bomb- 
ing in Buenos Aires, Argenti- 
na that killed 95 people, 
flran carries a great deal of 
responsibility for acts of ter- 
.ror. We would like to see the 
whole world come together 
(o impress die Iranians to 
Stop 


Foreign Ministry's Afri- 
ind Middle East Depart- 


T . . „ organisations 

of terror and violence,” Mr. 
;?eres said. With German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kink- 
el at rris side during a news 
.conference, Mr. Feres said 
Germany's policy of trying to 
get Iran to mend its ways 
■through a dialogue is not 
KJcely to bear fruit. “We feel 
the controlled dialogue does 
-not lead to the necessary 
goals. We are afraid this is a 
'mafogue that has a sincerity 
only on one of its parts,” 
'meaning Germany, he said. 

fluBslan Middle East 
envoy In Damascus 

^DAMASCUS (AP) — Rus- 
jgan envoy Viktor Posovaly- 
flk met Monday with Syrian 
Jbreign Minister Faronk A1 
jSharaa to discuss the latest 
developments in the Middle 
£ast peace process, the state- 
ion news agency said. Mr. 
t Fosovatyuk, head of the Rus- 
sian Fc 
^ and 

item, also discussed Syrian 
ties with Russia. The Syrian 
Arab News Agency gave no 
farther details. The Russian 
emissary arrived Saturday 
from Lebanon on foe second 
leg of a regional tour. He is 
0 atoo scheduled to visit Jordan 
and IsraeL Mr. Posovatyuk 
last waited Damascus in July, 
seeking to persuade the Sy- 
rians to resume direct peace 
talks with Israel and end their 
boycott of foe multilateral 
track of foe Middle East 
peace talks. 

Bomb kills child, 
wounds 13 In Iraq 

IfICOSIA (AFP) — A car- 
bomb -went off near the 
offices of foe Iraqi govern- 
nient newspaper in Baghdad 
op Monday, killing a child 
and wounding 13 other peo- 
ple, the official Iraqi News 
’ reported. The bomb 
damaged the offices 
the newspaper, Al 
Jamhuriya, but wrecked five 
fapnses and a large number of 
vehicles. The agency blamed 
tae attack on “agents of 
Iraq's enemies.” The last car- 
bomb explosion in Baghdad 
woundea two people on Oct 
20 . 

Inter-Kurdish 
clashes reported 

NICOSIA (AP) — Heavy 
fighting between rival fac- 
tions m the self-governing 
Kurdish enclave in northern 
Iraq erupted at the weekend, 
k Tehran Radio reported Mon- 
•<niy. But Kurdish officials 
raid there were only minor 
fotrmishes that bad been 
*auffed out. The Iranian 
radio's Arabic-language ser- 
Yrccreported heavy casual- 
fes in weekend clashes trig- 
f an attack by the 
Union of Kurdistan 
Saturday on the Kor- 
an Democratic Party 
and its allies of the 
- — - Party of Kurdistan in 
Qala Diza near the Iranian 

tenter. 

* 

Ambushed car 
returned to U.N. 

KUWAIT (AP) — A U.N. 
patrol car ambushed 10 days 
*go on the Iraqi ride of the 
^militarised zone along 
Khwait’s northern border has 
been recovered, a U.N. 
kesman reported Mon- 
„ Abdul Latif Kabbaj of 
foe UN. Iraq-Kuwait Obser- 
vatrion Mission told the 
Associated Press foe four- 
th eel-drive vehicle was 
} found Monday by Iraqi 
: troops near Jabal Sanam, ab- 
bot 30 Uhnnetres west of foe 
ambush rite.” “All foe parts 
bad been removed,” Mr. 



Jordan-PLO talks 

end on upbeat note 

Committee set up to achieve coordination 

‘Liberation of Jerusalem is common goal' 


By a Jordan Tmes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al the end of 
two days of meetings, Jorda- 
nian and Pales tinian dele- 
gates appeared ready to put 
months of uneasy relations 
behind them and look for- 
ward to more practical and 
coordinated steps especially 
vis-a-vis their negotiations 
with Israel. But it was equally 
apparent that foe visiting 
Palestinian delegation, albeit 
senior level, did not have a 
mandate to conclude agree- 
ments with Jordan, including 
a pending economic pact. 

But despite the feet the two 
rides did not announce any 
new agreement between 
them or set a date for a 
meeting between Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
officials from both rides stres- 
sed that this round of tabes 
between the two rides was 
different from the ones that 
had preceded it. 

“It is different because the 
Palestinian {National) Au- 
thority (PNA) is now playing 
its role on foe ground and this 
helps in discussing matters in 
a practical spirit and hand finp 
issues in a direct manner, 
the Palestinian information 
and culture minister, -Yasser 
Abed Rabbo, told reporters 
at the end of foe meetings. 


Information Minister 
Jawad Al Anani also said that 
the two rides realise that 
there were “common issues 
between the two rides” and 
that it had become a “reality 
and a fact on the ground that 
there is a need to coordinate, 
especially that the dynamics 
or foe peace process are mov- 
ing quickly and are affecting 
the positions of foe two 
rides.” 

“Therefore, it is necessary 
for us to continuously study 
foe common issues especially 
those that touch the lives of 
people, their movement and 
their relations." Dr. Anani 
said. 

“The two sides showed a 
high level of concern and 
responsibility to ensure that a 
continuous mechanism is in 
place to discuss foe different 
issues with an eye to the 
quick changes on the 
ground,” Dr. Anani said. 

Reading from a prepared 
joint statement. Dr. Anani 
said foe two rides were sche- 
duled to meet again in foe 
first week of September to 
discuss common issues “and 
foe status of displaced peo- 
ple." He said that a joint 
committee has been estab- 
lished to “discuss all the com- 
mon issues which concern 
both sides.” 

This joint committee will 


have the jurisdiction to form 
subcommittees which will be 
assigned specified subjects to 
deliberate and “provide foe 
joint committee with recom- 
mendations.” 

The two sides will each 
prepare a position paper on 
the status of displaced people 
ahead of their September 
meeting during which the two 
rides will work to arrive at a 
joint paper representing a 
common negotiating position 
on foe fate of the displaced 
people. 

Jordanian officials said pri- 
vately that they were “satis- 
fied” with their two-day 
meetings with the Palesti- 
nians although one official 
indicated that the Palestinian 
team “did not have a man- 
date” to conclude agree- 
ments with Jordan. 

The Palestinian team, 
however, appeared to be 
ready to meet Jordan half- 
way on a number of issues 
but more importantly on the 
controversy over the Holy 
City of Jerusalem and a S30 
million trade agreement be- 
tween Jordan and Israel that 
would allow the Kingdom to 
export consumer goods to the 
occupied territories which are 
still outside the jurisdiction of 
foe self-rule authority. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel: No ‘early’ recognition 
of a Palestinian state 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAEL CANNOT accept 
demands for quick recogni- 
tion of a Palestinian state, 
and a formula for permanent 
peace in the Middle East 
remains elusive, Israeli De- 
puty Foreign Munster Yossi 
Beilin said on Monday. 

“Nobody in Israel will 
accept such a demand before 
negotiations start,” Mr. 
Beilin told a news briefing In 
Copenhagen. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh group said on 
Sunday it would insist that 
Israel recognise a Palestinian 
state if it wants the PLO to 
remove clauses in its charter 
calling for the destruction of 
Israel. 

But in Cairo, Palestinian 
officials denied on Monday 
that Fateh was seeking such 
an Israeli recognition as a 
precondition. 

“There has been no such 
derision,” chief PLO nego- 
tiator NabQ Shaath told re- 
porters in Cairo. 


A member of Fateh's cen- 
tral committee, Sakhr Abu 
Nazer, said on Sunday the 
decision to fink foe two issues 
had been taken on Saturday 
night at a meeting in Tunis 
chaired by Mr. Arafat. 

Mr. Arafat, whose Fateh 
group is the largest inside the 
PLO, undertook in a letter to 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin at the time of last 
year’s self-rule deal to amend 
those articles of the charter 
denying Israel's right to exist. 

“Let me be very dear. 
There has been absolutely no 
derision taken by Fateh or by 
foe PLO leadership to take 
any new precondition,” Dr. 
Shaath told reporters m 
Cairo. 

In Jerusalem, leading PLO 
official Faisal Al Husseini 
said no such derision had 
been taken by Fateh but he 
added such a move could not 
be ruled out in the future. 

“It is his (Abu Nizar’s) 
personal opinion and his con- 
viction but Fateh’s decision 
would be derided by meet- 
ings of foe Central 


tee and Revolutionary Coun- 
cil with foe attendance of all 
their members," Mr. Hus- 
seini, who attended Satur- 
day's meeting, said. 

In Copenhagen, Mr. Beilin 
stressed that under foe Mid- 
dle East peace process Israel 
and foe Palestinians are not 
to discuss a Palestinian state 
until talks on the final status 
of occupied territories begin 
after two years of self-rule — 
in May 1996. 

The target date for a 
permanent peace arrange- 
ment between Israel and foe 
Palestinians is May 1999. 
“We have a date but no 
formula (for peace),” said 
Mr. Beilin, one of the 
architects of the deal giving 
the Palestinians aself-rule in 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Mr. Beilin said he believed 
die most realistic formula for 
peace was an Israeli with- 
drawal from “most of the 
occupied territories” and a 
confederation between Jor- 
dan and a Palestinian state 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel, PLO work hard 
on next phase of self-rule 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) pledged 
to work round foe clock to 
rearii an accord by Wednes- 
day on extending civilian 
powers to Palestinians in foe 
rest of the West Bank in talks 
which opened here Monday. 

PLO chief negotiator Nabfl 
Shaath told journalists the 
delegations were determined 
to meet their target date and 
complete the talks on 
Wednesday even if it meant 
working tnrough the night. 

“We are going to finish this 
agreement on early 
empowerment,” Dr. Shaath 
said. 

“We had agreed in Alexan- 
dria that we conclude this 
week so we are staying here 
day and night,*’ Dr- Shaath 
added, referring to talks last 
week in foe Egyptian port 
city. . 

“I am optimistic that this is 
foe last session,” added his 
Israeli counterpart General 
Danny Rothschild. 

Gen. ‘Rothschild said one 
or two more days may be 


needed to draft an accord but 
that it could be initialled on 
Wednesday. 

It will mark a second phase 
in Palestinian self-rule laun- 
ched in the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho with the signing^ of 
foe May 4 accord in Cairo. 

The transfer of powers is 
due to be followed by a rede- 
ployment of Israeli forces 
away from heavily-populated 
Palestinian areas on foe West 
Bank. 

Elections to an autonomy 
council to govern Gaza and 
Jericho are also to be held. 

Dr. Shaath said foe trans- 
fer of powers in education 
started Sunday and would be 
completed in time for foe 
start of foe new school year 
on Sqpt. t- 

Agreements on health 
care, social welfare and tour- 
ism as well as foe budget and 
taxation have still to be final- 
ised. 

The other powers should 
be transferred in the two 
weeks following foe chnching 
of an accord on early 


i^owerm 


ent. Dr. Shaath 


em 
sai 

But he accused Israel of 
“manoeuvring” over the date 
for elections to the autonomy 
council, whidi the Palesti- 
nians have set for Dec. 15. 

According to the Palesti- 
nians, Israel has set as a 
condition for elections foe 
scrapping of clauses m the 
PLO charter calling for the 
destruction of the Jewish 
state. 

Dr. Shaath said it would be 
“better” for the Palestinians 
to amend the PLO charter 
after foe elections. 

Last Thursday Israel set 
foe first date for banding over 
powers to Palestinians in the 
still-occupied West Bank, 
saying it would transfer 
education to their control by 
the start of the school year on 
Sept. 1. 

Education is the first of 
five spheres jaf authority 
being transferred to expand 
Palestinian powers to foe 
West Bank beyond Jericho 
and the Gaza Strip, handed 
over in May. 



MAKESHIFT SERVICES: Children are weighed at a 
makeshift hospital at the “Inera” refugee camp, 35 
kflooetres north of Bnlcam. Settled by Carites, this «*»t» k 


providing aid to 15,000 Rwandan rcfttgecs who left thdr 
country for tear of hypothetical reprisals by the Rwandan 
Patriotic From (sec page 12) (AFP photo) 


.44 killed 
in Morocco 
air crash 

RABAT (Agencies) — A 
Royal Air Maroc passenger 
plane crashed shortly after 
takeoff Sunday evening, kill- 
ing all 44 people aboard, the 
airline said. 

The ATR-42 aircraft was 
on a flight from the southern 
city of Agadir to Casablanca 
when it crashed about 35 
kilometres north of Agadir. 
All 40 passengers, including a 
baby, and the four-member 
crew were killed when it fell 
to earth 10 minutes after tak- 
ing off. 

Sixteen of the dead were 
foreigners, including eight 
Italian tourists, three or four 
Frenchmen and an Amer- 
ican, according to the state- 
owned airline. 

The victims included a 
Kuwaiti prince identified as 
38-year-old Ali Al Mahmoud 
Al JabLr Al Sabah, brother of 
Kuwaiti Defence Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Al Mahmoud 
Al Jabir Al Sabah, and his 
wife, it said. 

It was not immediately 
known what caused the acci- 
dent, which occurred around 
7:00 p.m. (1900 GMT) at 
Douar Izounine, authorities 
said. 

‘It’s too soon to talk about 
the cause of this catas- 
trophe,” said an airline 
spokesman who asked not to 
be identified by name. 4( The 
weather apparently posed no 
problem at the moment of 
foe accident." 

The plane “left in midaf- 
temoon from Casablanca to 
Agadir, where it made a sto- 
pover before leaving at 6:43 
p.m. (1843 GMT),” Moroc- 
can Civil Aviation Director 
Mohammad Mouffid told the 
radio network Europe-1. 

“Ten minutes later, foe 
crew sent out a distress sig- 
nal,” Mr. Mouffid said. “A 
search team was sent out and 
foe wreckage found around 
8:30 p.m. (2030 GMT). Un- 
fortunately none of the 44 
people on board survived.” 
Transport Minister Rachid 
Al Rhezouani travelled to the 
accident site to inspect the 
crash zone. 

The plane was one of three 
ATR-42s acquired by Royal 
Air Maroc in 1989, said foe 
airline’s president, Moham- 
mad Mekouar. 

The last major accident of 
a passenger plane in Morocco 
was in 1975 when a Jordanian 
Boeing 707 crashed near 
Agadir, killing 188 people. 

In 1970 a Caravelle aircraft 
belonging to RAM crashed 
south of Casablanca, killing 
61. 

Franco-Italian consortium 
Avions de Transport Region- 
al (ATR) said on Monday it 
was sending a team of five 
experts to Morocco following 
Sunday’s crash. 


Syria rejected Israeli offer 
to quit Lebanon, Rabin says 


. — Syria 
rebuffed an Israeli offer to 
withdraw from Lebanon 
within nine months, insisting 
there had to be a comprehen- 
sive peace deal, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said 
in an interview published 
Monday. 

Mr. Rabin told the Lon- 
don-based Arabic daily Al 
Hayat that the offer to quit 
Israel's self-declared “secur- 
ity zone” in southern Leba- 
non within nine months had 
been passed to Lebanon by 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher. 

But Syria, the key power 
broker in Lebanon, had 
"warned Christopher that 
talks with Lebanon and any 
settlement must be linked to 
the negotiations and settle- 
ment with Syria,” Mr. Rabin 
told the paper, which is 
printed here. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bonez said Monday foe 
Israeli offer “contains traps 
and is vague." 

Syria, which has 35,000 
troops in Lebanon, insists 
that any peace deal with 
Israel must include a pledge 
to withdraw from the Golan 
Heights and all Arab territor- 
ies, including southern 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Rabin said a Syrian 


demand for Israel to with- 
draw from foe Golan within 
several months “is impossible 
to achieve,” saving it would 
take years. 

Israel seized the plateau in 
1967 and “annexed” it in 
1981. 

Mr. Bouez told AFP Mr. 
Rabin’s offer as reported by 
AJ Hayat was “imprecise.” 
“Israel has spoken of a 
withdrawal plan but its prop- 
osal conceals a number of 
traps and has grey areas.” 
He said the offer was 
aimed at ending resistance to 
foe Israeli occupation of 
South Lebanon and “putting 
the Lebanese government to 
the test for a few months” to 
see how it dealt with foe 
resistance before negotia- 
tions on a withdrawal began. 

Mr. Bouez said the Israeli 
offer required extensive clar- 
ification and could not be 
described as positive. 

Mr. Rabin told Al Hayat 
that Mr. Christopher’s peace 
efforts had “not yet managed 
to reach a preliminary accord 
on foe essential issues.” 

He hoped that an accord 
would be reached before the 
next Israeli general elections 
to be held m 1996. 

Mr. Rabin added Christ- 
opher would return in the 
second half of September on 


another shuttle mission, be- 
cause “Syria refuses anv 
other form of negotiations/’ 

Israel’s chief policy coordi- 
nator for Lebanon said on 
Monday that progress in stal- 
led Lebanese-lsraeli peace 
talks may be onlv a few 
weeks away. 

“We bebeve that the time 
is not too distant, maybe 
weeks, when there will be 
progress, and progress to 
peace is always a good 
thing.” Uri Lubrani told re- 
porters in Israel’s occupation 
zone in South Lebanon. 

"You have seen what has 
happened on the Jordanian 
track and I hope tiiat we shall 
make similar progress on the 
Svrian and Lebanese tracks," 
Mr. Lubrani added. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Ofganisatiop (PLO) and Jor- 
dan have signed initial agree- 
ments with the Jewish state. 

Mr. Bouez said last week 
that a breakthrough in talks 
with Israel was possible in the 
next few months. 

Mr. Lubrani said Lebanon 
would not ’’pay a price” to 
reach agreement with Israel 
but he repeated Israel’s con- 
ditions for peace. 

“No 1, that all those 
forces... those terrorist forces 

(Continued on page 7) 


Blockade is on its way out, 
but problems loom in Jeddah 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As Jordan is 
heaving a sigh of relief that 
the four-year-old de facto 
blockade of the port of 
Aqaba is eoding this week, 
another serious problem has 
cropped up — self-assumed 
Saudi inspections of Jordan- 
bound cargo. 

More than 500 containers 
destined for Aqaba unloaded 
at foe Saudi port of Jeddah 
have been stuck there — 
some for as long as two weeks 
— after Saadi authorities 
ordered all of them opened 
and inspected bat left no 
dear instructions on their 
fate, shipping sources and 
businessmen said. 

The container, all of them 
destined for the Jordanian 
market and none containing 
any material that could be 
suspected as violating foe in- 
ternational sanctions against 
Iraq, were unloaded from 
four ships for routine trans- 
hipment to Aqaba through 
feeder vessels, they said. 

They explained that it was 
the usual practice of many 
shipping lines to unload 
Jordan-bound containers at 
Jeddah for transhipment to 
Aqaba so that the vessels did 
not have to face the difficul- 
ties posed by the offshore 
inspections carried ont by foe 
U.S.-led warships enforcing 


foe international sanctions 
against Iran. 

In turn, Jordanian impor- 
ters arranged for foe trans- 
hipment of the containers 
aboard smaller vessels which 
could meet foe guidelines set 
by foe inspectors such as car- 
go accessibility and stowage 
requirements, said the 
sources, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Saudi authorities used to 
pose problems, on and off for 
Jordan-bound shipments and 
Jordanian officials and ship- 
ping agents did not make an 
issue of such practices be- 
cause they did not want to 
“do anything to undermine 
Saudi-Jordaman relations,” 
said one source. 

That was a reference to the 
strain in ties dating back to 
foe Gulf crisis sparked by the 
August 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. Repeated Jordanian 
efforts to explain the King- 
dom’s stand against a military 
solution to end foe Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait and 
Jordan’s quest to normalise 
relations with Saudi Arabia 
have not been very success- 
ful. 

“However, 10 days ago, 
Jeddah port authorities sud- 
denly ordered all concerned 
shipping agents at Jeddah to 
open afi Aqaba-bound con- 
tainers at the port for inspec- 
tions,” said the source. 


“There were no written in- 
structions, and inspections 
were carried out in hapha- 
zard manner. 

“But no clear instructions 
were left after the inspections 
on whether the cargo was 
cleared for transhipment,” 
said the source. “As such, 
shipping agents at Jeddah are 
at a loss over how to proceed 
now.” 

According to the sources, 
none of the shipments in- 
spected by the Saudis was 
found to contain goods in 
violation of the sanctions 
against Iraq and therefore 
there is no justifiable reason 
for the non-issuance of clear- 
ance orders by the Jeddah 
port authorities. 

The containers were un- 
loaded at Aqaba from four 
ships operated by six Euro- 
pean lines, the source said. 

The embassies of the con- 
cerned countries have been 
notified of the problem and 
“diplomatic wheels arc turn- 
ing,” said the source. 

Jordan has also sought 
American help to convince 
Saudi authorities to release 
foe shipments, businessmen 
said. The precise status of 
American intervention, if 
any, was not immediately 
known, but two small feeder 
ships were cleared to proceed 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Syria, Turkey and 
Iran reaffirm stand 
against Iraq partition 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Turkey, Iran and Syria on 
Sunday reasserted their de- 
termination to oppose any 
disintegration of their neigh- 
bour, Iraq and expressed 
concerns for Kurdish 
attempts to gain greater 
autonomy in the region. 

The countries foreign 
ministers, Mumtaz Soysal of 
Turkey. Ali Akbar Velayati 
of Iran and Farouk Ai Sharaa 
of Syria, issued the statement 
after a day of talks. 

They affirmed the “utmost 
'-noortance" their govern- 
ments artached to the pre- 
v?r-*»tion of the unity and 
ttiritcnJ integrity of Iraq. 

“They uiso reiterated their 
reject;-**’ of statements and 
activities of groups in 

some Wes‘ :.i) cou. ries aim- 
ing and encouraging separat- 
ism.” said the statement. 

Some 17 million Kurds iive 
in Turkey. Iran. Syria and tnc 
three governments have been 
wary of the U.N.-backed ex- 
periment in Kurdish auton- 
omy which followed the 1991 
Gulf war. 

The Iraqi Kurdish enclave 
is protected by U.N. guards 
and U.S., British and French 
warplanes based in Turkey. 

Full statehood for the three 
million Kurds in northern 
Iraq could encourage their 
brethren elsewhere to push 
for greater self-rule or inde- 
pendence. 

At their last meeting 
February in Ankara, Mr. 
Sharaa, Mr. Velayati and 
their former Turkish counter- 
part, Hikmet Cetin, opposed 
any division of Iraq. 

The three states meet reg- 
ularly to discuss regional 
issues and set their next 
gathering for December in 
Iran. 

Before beginning their 


talks Sunday, Mr. Soysal told 
reporters that all three gov- 
ernments wanted to see a halt 
to the inter-Kurdish strife 
that has beset the auton- 
omous Kurdish enclave in 
northern Iraq and reportedly 
left scores dead. 

Several attempts at a ceas- 
efire in recent months have 
apparently failed to end 
clashes. 

“We have a common in- 
terest: the ending of this 
fighting,” said Mr. Soysal. 

He added that “our 
approach to the ending of this 
fighting is different from the 
approach of others,” he said, 
without elaborating. 

In a news conference after 
the talks, Mr. Velayati said 
no “practical measures” had 
been yet taken by the three 
countries to curb activities on 
borders. 

The Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) in Tehran 
<*"'d Sunday's meeting 

would not mean any in- 
terference” in Iraq's internal 
affairs. 

The ministers also conde- 
mned acts of terrorism 
against their countries and 
agreed to continue their con- 
tacts to help maintain secur- 
ity and stability in the volatile 
region. 

After the news conference. 
President Hafez AI Assad 
separately met briefly with 
Mr. Velayati and Mr. Soysal. 

Hie ministers did not men- 
tion Ankara's intensification 
of a bloody crackdown on the 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), which Turkish diplo- 
mats earlier had said would 
be high on the agenda. 

PKK guerrillas have been 
fighting for autonomy in 
southeastern Turkey for 10 
years. An estimated 10,000 
people have died in the upris- 


Syria and Turkey had 
signed a security agreement 
in which Damascus pledged 
to prevent the (PKK) from 
using its land to launch 
attacks against Turkey. 

Two PKK bases in Syrian- 
controlled Bekaa Valley in 
Lebanon were closed follow- 
ing the signing of the agree- 
ment in 1992. 

Mr. Soysal. in the joint 
news conference with Mr. 
Sharaa and Mr. Velayati. 
said Turkey was holding con- 
tacts with Baghdad. 

“The talks are held within 
the framework of efforts to 
normalise ties among coun- 
tries of the region. We are 
informing our neighbours ab- 
out these contacts. We will 
also inform Iraq about the 
outcome of this meeting.” he 
said. 

The joint statement said 
Iraq should be able to decide 
its future without any foreign 
interference. Iraq has de- 
nounced the meetings as in- 
terference in its internal 
affairs. 

The ministers also urged 
Iraq to comply with U.N. 
Gulf war resolutions if it 
wanted to resume its position 
in the international commun- 
ity. 

The United Nations im- 
posed economic and military 
sanctions on Iraq after its 
six-month invasion and 
occupation of Kuwait which 
ended in February 1991. 

“They (the ministers) 
urged Iraq to intensify its 
efforts in that direction and 
to fully cooperate with the 
United Nations.” the state- 
ment said. 

President Assad's talks 
with Mr. Soysal also focused 
on water-sharing and security 
cooperation. 


Travellers report Rafah 
procedures relaxed slightly 


RAFAH, the Gaza Strip 
(AFP) — Palestinians return- 
ing from Egypt at the Rafah 
border into Gaza were 
pleasantly surprised when 
Israelis sent them through 
passport control, security and 
customs procedures in only 
three hours. 

Up to now they have been 
keeping men. women and 
children for up to a day in 
crowded, stuffy halls. 

The change at the weekend 
follows intense negotiations 
between Israeli and Palesti- 
nian officials and a promise 
by Israeli Police Minister 
Moshe Shahal to increase the 
number of Israeli employees 
at Rafah and streamline 
tiavel procedures. 

But hawkers, who make up 
a large proportion of the 
travellers, complained in- 
stead of steep customs duties. 
Many came through with 
empty suitcases, having left 
behind their goods to return 
with more money for clear- 
ance. 

“We were not delayed 
much by the (Israeli) pass- 
port officers,” said Wedad 
Inshass, 40. who goes on 
regular shopping sprees to 
Egypt, and returns with bags 
full of sheets, towels and 
plastic goods to sell on side- 
walks in Gaza. “And today 
they had an electronic device 
to check our bags. 

“But. I was asked to pay 
800 shekels $266 for 10 kilos 
of goods. How am I going to 
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make a profit.” she grumbled 
as she squeezed into a taxi 
with six other people. Her 
deflated bag sat on top of 
other luggage on the deck. 

According to the self-rule 
agreement signed May 4 in 
Cairo, the Palestinians are to 
share with the Israelis the 
Rafah border to Egypt from 
the autonomous Gaza Strip 
and the King Hussein Bridge 
linking Jordan with Jericho, 
the other self-rule area in the 
West Bank. 

The Palestinians were 
scheduled to take up their 
posts Monday and to start* 
managing documents, cus- 
toms and security two weeks 
from now. 

But Israeli negotiator 
General Danny Rothschild 
said Sunday that the crossing 
points were awaiting the 
arrival of Palestinian border 
inspectors and customs offic- 
ers. 

While ultimate security 
control remains under the 
Israelis, the Palestinian pre- 
sence is expected to speed up 
procedures. 

Palestinians have charged 
Israeli border officials of de- 
liberately complicating the 
strict bureaucratic procedures, 
or just standing by idly as 
families converge on the 
counters, hauling heavy bags, 
children and water bottles for 
the long wait. 

Their nightmare some- 
times continued for two days 
or more, with whole families 
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sleeping inside the badly 
ventilated hall, deprived of 
proper sanitary facilities. 

Taxi-driver Mohammad 
Ahmad, who has been shut- 
tling people back and forth 
for many months, said. 
"Things are a bit better to- 
day, I can tell the difference. 
We used to wait for hours 
and hours out here for pas- 
sengers, today its quicker." 

As he spoke, another 
Israeli-run bus drover out of 
the border compound's elec- 
tric gate, unloaded more re- 
turning Palestinians, and fil- 
led up with travellers to 
Egypt. 

A policeman checked peo- 
ple through onto the vehicle 
as young soda vendors called 
out “Egyptian pounds, and 
cold drinks.” TTiey sell the 
currency for taxi drivers who 
get Egyptian pounds from 
returning Palestinians, at a 
five per cent profit. Trade 
was brisk both ways. 

Cartons full of soap and 
shampoo, made in Gaza, 
stood by waiting to be loaded 
onto the bus, to go to market 
stalls in the densely- 
populated areas of Cairo. 

"The Egyptians don't ask 
for much customs.” said 
Mohammad Abdul Latif 
Mahmoud. 

“But they keep us waiting 
for ever. They are as bad as 
the Israelis.” he said, adding 
he was sent back twice, for no 







ANOTHER FIRST: A Pales tinian bedouin takes part at a 
camel race during the first festival ever held for Palestinian 


bedouins after autonomy in Ddr AI Balah in the Gaza Strip. 
Events included horse races, dances and songs (AFP photo) 


Palestinian 

women’s 

leader 

receives 

death 

threats 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A leading member 
of a hardline Palestinian group 
said Sunday she was being 
terrorised and subjected to 
death threats in a dispute 
over a minister from the new 
self-rule Palestinian author- 
ity. 

Maha Nasser, who heads 
the women's branch of the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP), said 
she had received several thre- 
atening telephone calls, that 
people had tried to break into 
her house and that a blood- 
soaked T-shirt was left on her 
doorstep. 

The threats began after 
Ms. Nasser said Social 
Affairs Minister Intisar AI 
Wazir should be invited to a 
planned women's conference 
as "a struggling woman and a 
brave woman but not as a 
representative of the author- 
ity.” 

The conference is being 
organised by the Palestinian 
Women’s General Union 
which Ms. Nasser said was “a 
non-governmental organisa- 
tion and in the occupied terri- 
tories it was against the 
autonomy accord.” 

Ms. Nasser told AFP that 
on Wednesday one caller, 
who said he was from the 
Abu Jihad group, gave her 48 
hours to change her mind “or 
he was going to wipe out me 
and my family." 

She got more such tele- 
phone rails on Thursday, and 
on Friday she found the 
bloody garment outside her 
home in Ramallah on the 
occupied West Bank. 

Ms. Wazir, also known as 
Urn Jihad, is the widow of 
Abu Jihad, the former depu- 
ty of Yasser Arafat, who was 
killed by Israeli commandos 
in Tunis in April 1988. 

She told AFP she did not 
know about Ms. Nasser’s 
allegations, adding “I con- 
demn such acts if they really 
took place.” 


Islamic opposition grows to 
U.N. population conference 


CAIRO (R> — Egypt, maittj 
taining its relentless fight 
against Muslim militants; 
hanged five men on Monday 
for trying to kill Interior 
Minister Hassan Al AJfi last 
August - . ; 

A security source said tbtj 
five men. sentenced 
month for the failed bomb' 
attack on General Alfi’s motor-! 
cade in central Cairo, were 
hanged in a Cairo jafl on 
Monday morning. '■ ; 

They were the last groupW 
. 15 militants to be hanged in 
the aftermath of three sera-; 
rate abortive assassination! 
attempts last year against; 
Gen. Alfi, Prime Minister; 
Atef Sedki, and Informatiptf 
Minister Safwat Sberif. .. , 

Five men were hanged Hn 
'May for the bomb attack on 
Dr. Sedki and five more wexei 
banged in July last year foe 
trying to kill Mr. Sherif. All 
of them were convicted after, 
swift trials in military courts; 
condemned by human rights; 
groups. •* i 

Gen. Alfi narrowly! - 
.escaped death when a bomb 
planted outside the Interior 




his motorcade passd, but two 
militants and three civilians: 
were killed in the blast. < 

t 

The five mihtants hanged 
on Monday were charged 
along with. 10 other men mtbi 


By Eileen Alt Powell 

The Associated Press 

CAIRO — Muslim fun- 
damentalists have stepped up 
their campaign against next 
month's U.N. - population 
conference in Cairo, charging 
that it will encourage 
homosexuality, premarital 
sex and abortion. - 

Islamic lawyers are seeking 
a court order this week to 
block the meeting, and a 
Jordanian federation has 
urged that Egypt cancel it 
outright dr risk “turmoil and 
public anger.” 

The pro-Islamic AI Ahrar 
newspaper carried a front- 
page headline Sunday charac- 
terising the conference as 
“consolidating American ' 
dominance” over family 
values and urged readers to 
mail in their objections. 

The -hardliners are not ex- 
pected to scuttle the Sept. 
5-13 meeting, which planners 
say will draw more than 
15,000 people from through- 
out the world. 

But the Muslim stance, 
along with the Vatican's 
vociferous offensive against 
artificial birth control, has 
organisers worried that the 
conference's main point — 
controlling burgeoning 
population — will be lost. 

Pope John Paul II has been 
lobbying all Roman Catholics 
to join his anti-contraception 
and anti-abortion crusade. 
His appeal earlier this month 
brought some 200,000 Catho- 
lics onto the streets of the 
Philippines capital .Manila in 
a protest march. 

U.N. officials have stressed 
the “programme of action" 
to be presented at the confer- 
ence is so far only a draft and 
that even in its final form will 
not be binding on govern- 
ments. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak also has tried to 
assure ail sides that no nation 
will be forced to accept any- 
thing that contradicts reli- 
gious beliefs or traditions. 

“Those who protest some 
times on the conference 
agenda basically forget the 
conference’s ultimate objec- 
tive — io curb overpopula- 
tion and link population 
growth levels to develop- 
ment," Mr. Mubarak told a 



Ho&ni Mubarak 

weekend meeting of Islamic 
scholars. 

Still, Dr. Mohammad 
Bonzidi, an official of* the 
Tunis-based International 
Planned Parenthood Federa- 
tion, believes the conference 
will be a watershed for family 
planning, just as the 1992 
“Earth Summit" in Rio de 
Janeiro was for the environ- 
ment. 

• "The level of confrontation 
between the advocates of free 
reproductive choice and 
women's development on the" 
one hand, and the advocates 
of the return to the middle 
ages on the other, have never 
been so clear,’"' he writes in 
the current issue of Cairo's 
AI Ahram weekly. 

The gathering — technical- 
ly known as the International- 
Conference on Population 
and Development — is seek- 
ing a consensus on how to- 
deal over the next 20 years 
with the world’s exploding 
population and the problems 
of hunger and poverty. 

The goal is to try to hold 
world' population to about 
7.27 billion by the year 2015, 
compared with the current 
5.7 billion. - 

Left unchecked, the U.N. 
says, world population will 
reach 7.92 billion by 2015 
billion and 12.5 billion by 
2050, with much of the 
growth in underdeveloped 
countries that can ill afford to 
cope. . 

Most Muslim institutions 
are not opposed, to the con- 
cept of family planning but 
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question specific sections of 
the conference’s draff agen- 
da. 

' The powerful AI Azhar. 
the Cairo- based centre of 
Islamic scholarship for the 
Arab World, said in a state- 
ment earlier this month that 
the draft agenda “is full of 
loose expressions" that 
appear to contradict Islamic 
principles. 

It -stressed three points in 
the draft as particularly 
offensive: 

— A mention of “plurality 
of forms” for families, which 
1 it says implies an acceptance 
of homosexuality. 

— The call for making- sex- 
ual advice available to all 
individuals as counter to 
Islam's ban on sex outside 
marriage. 

— References to safe abor- 
tion, which Islam accepts' 
only if the mother's life is in 
danger. 

Fundamentalist lawyer 
Abdul Halim Mandour. who 
has brought the suit seeking 
to block the meeting, told the 
Associated Press be believes 
“the mere discussion of such 
issues violates public morality 
and public modesty in viola- 
tion of the (Egyptian) con- 
stitution and Islamic law.” 

Sudanese Islamic leader 
Abdul Galeel AI Karourz 
went further, blasting 
population control proposals 
as “a Zionist plot” aimed at 
encouraging population 
growth in Israel while de- 
pressing it among Islamic na- 
tions. ’ - 

Moderate Muslims here 
■ have begun living to find a 
middle ground. 

Grand Mufti Sheikh 
Mohammad Sayed Tantawi, 
Egypt's chief -Islamic official, 
issued a “fatwa,” or religious 
edict, last week saying his 
review of the U.N. draft “did 
not find any open call for free 
or perverted sex.” 

He took issue with the fun- 
damentalists on abortion, 
saying it can be allowed when 
the .mother’s life is 
threatened or the pregnancy 
has been caused by rape or 
incest. He also would con- 
done abortion in special cases 
where a family's contracep- 
tive -has failed and they are 
unable financially to support 
a child. 
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struggle) — a revival of the 
group which assassinated 
President Anwar Sadat ‘m 
1981. ; ; 

•i 

At their trial, from whirfi 
foreign journalists were bari 
red, they were convicted erf 
other charges including; 




tant who broke from their 
group, and setting off a bomb 
- at a Cairo youth club where 
police officers were tr aining ,' 

They were also convic^ 
of the murder in FebTuary$fj 
a prosecution witness in & 
case against militants v&l 
tried to kill Dr. Sedki. 

. • • -rrft t 

The prosecution zufiD- 
added charges of plotting rite! 
attempts to kill President; 
Hosni Mubarak, three; 
against Mr. Sherif, two- 
against Gen. Alfi and one: 
against U.N. Secretary-: 
General Boutros Ghali. -p 

More than 400 people have: 
been killed in Egypt in milk 
tant-related violence since; 
March 1992, but the govern- 
ment has clamped down with, ■ 
police raids and widespread; 
arrests. 

As a result militant grotjpf 
have been relatively quiet ftft 
the last few months after ja 
spate of attacks in March, 
mainly against policemen in 
the southern province qjf ■ 
Assiut — stronghold of iije 
Gama’a AJ Islamiyah (Isli 
mic Group). 

Since the attacks heps 
' more than two years ago, 
government has handed over 
many of the militants for t$ij 
to military courts, which haje 
sentenced 56 of them 
death. . Forty-one have beet! 
executed and .15 are still dq 
the run. 

Tbe last major attack 
against 3 senior official wa£& 
April when the Islamic 
Group claimed responsibility 
for killing a general - wild 
spent 20 years monitoring ex- 
tremist groups. 

The turning point in the 
government's battle against, 
militants came later that 
month when police klUed' 
Talaat Yassin Hammaip.'. 
alleged leader of a militiiryii 
wing of the Gama'a. / " 
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rjj&l AN — Her Majesty 
Qoeeu Noor celebrates her 
43rd birthday today. 

puziog the last decade 
gpdahaS. Queen Noor has 
agjvdy promoted sotio- 
'■eooooodc and human de- 
jfdopment in Jordan, and 
jjas endeavoured to prom- 
ote understanding of Jorda- 
nian society ana culture, 
acting as a bridge between 
Jordan and the rest of the 
; world. 

. Id Jordan, Queen Noor 
wads in partnership with 
various organisations and 
individuals in promoting 
and supporting develop- 
ment projects. 

As the chairwoman of 
■the Noor Al Hussein 
•Foundation (NHF), Queen 
Noor directs projects and 
programmes which seek to 
address the needs of indi- 
viduals and communities to 
enhance their standards of 
-hving. 

Since its establishment in 
.1985, NHF has introduced 
‘ innovative and dynamic in- 
. regrated community de- 
velopment models that set 
national standards of ex- 
cellence in human and 
socio-economic develop- 
ment, education, culture 
.and the arts. 

■ .* NHF has initiated and 
-expanded upon national 
development projects in 
the areas of family and 
community development, 
.women in development, 
' child welfare, the promo- 
.tion of cultural heritage 
£nd the advancement of 
'education. 

During the past year, the 
Queen continued to focus 
her efforts to initiate and 
'support lone-term inte- 
grated development pro- 
jects, especially in the rural 
-areas. Accelerating human 


Prime minister, JBA discuss impact 
of regional development on economy 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
Monday received at his office 
the president and members of 
the board of the Jordanian 
Businessmen’s Association 
(JBA). 

Dr. Majali outlined at the 
meeting the latest political 
developments in die region 
and the expected impact they 
will have on the Jordanian 
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development and economic 
growth through such pro- 
jects has been a priority for 
the Queen. 

One of Queen Noor’s 
main objectives has been to 
provide rural women and 
men with access to 
ap pr opria te training to en- 
able them to participate in 
decision-making at all 
levels of the development 
process. 

In February of this year. 
Queen Noor participated in 
the meeting of the Interna- 
tional Steering Committee 
on the Economic Advance- 
ment of Rural Women, 
which was held in Brussels 
in preparation for the 1995 


World Conference on 
Women to be held in 
Beijing. 

On the national level, the 


Queen continued her 
efforts with several con- 
cerned officials and repre- 
sentatives to identify means 
of developing the Petra and 
Aqaba regions in environ- 
mentally-sensirive ways 
that respond to emerging 
cultural and touristic 
needs. 

Queen Noor holds a de- 
gree in architecture and 
urban planning from Prin- 
ceton University. She has 
received honorary docto- 
rates from s even] universi- 
ties, as well as international 
awards for her achieve- 
ments is promoting h uman 
development and global 
understanding. 

The Queen is also patron 
and honorary chairperson 
of several national and in- 
ternational organisations. 


economy. 

The prime minister ex- 
pressed full understanding of 
the private sector's demand 
to have representatives parti- 
cipating in reviewing and re- 
vising laws governing invest- 
ments and financial and tax 
Statutes in Jordan. 

Dr. Majali stressed that 
there was still ample space 
for the private sector to con- 
tribute to expanding infras- 
tructure and to exploit in- 
vestment opportunities away 
from the traditional locations 


inside tbe mam dries, espe- 
cially Amman. 

He said each of the King- 
dom’s govemo rates has its 
own aspects and tbe private 
and public sectors have to 
exploit that in the best possi- 
ble manner. 

Dr. Majali and the associa- 
tion members agreed to hold 
an open meeting soon for an 
exchange of views between 
officials representing the pri- 
vate and public sectors. 

Meanwhile, association 
president Hamdi Tabaa Mon- 
day received at the associa- 
tion premises a delegation 
representing the Japanese In- 
ternational Studies Institute. 

Mr. Tabaa briefed the two- 
member delegation on the 
association's domestic and in- 
ternational activities and wel- 
comed opening new channels 
of cooperation between pri- 
vate sector establishments in 
tbe two countries. 



Prime Minister Abdul Majali Mon- 

day meets with Jordanian Businessmen's 


Mr. Tabaa also reviewed 
scopes of cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and Japan in 
industrial fields. 

He said Japanese indus- 
tries can benefit from the 
cheap and skilled wo rk force 
in Jordan to establish indus- 
tries that would not only 


meet the needs of the Jorda- 
nian market, but also neigh- 
bouring markets, and called 
for having Jordan as an in- 
dustrial centre in the region. 

Mr. Tabaa said that Japan 
and Jordan can cooperate in 
pharmaceutical industries, 
one of Jordan’s growing in- 


Assodation board members at his office 
(Petra photo) 

>f the Jorda- dustries, food processing, 
t also neigh- clothing and leather raanu- 

, and called facturing and advanced tcch- 

m as an in- no logical industries, 

i the region. He said Korean companies 
d that Japan have already started laun- 
cooperate in ching joint ventures in Jordan 
industries, and stressed that the door is 
growing in- open for Japanese companies . 


FLYING HIGH: m 
Majesty King Hussein 
Monday received a cable 
from tbe president of the 
Belgian Sanekol CInb 
congratulating him on 
the results achieved by 
the Royal Falcons Club 
in the Belgian aerial 
acrobatics cham- 
pionships. Tbe Belgian 
dub’s president landed 
the performance of 
Jordanian pilot Omar 
Bilal who won Srst place 
in tbe competitions. 
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ON THE LABOUR FRONT: Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Mstfali Monday 
receives at his office Director General 
of the Arab Labonr Organisation 
(ALO) Baker Mahmoud Rasool who is 
c ur re n tly visiting Jordan to attend a 
seminar on defining the new trends of 
' At Arab labour culture. Dr. Majali 
was briefed by Mr. Rasool on the 
objectives of tbe seminar and topics 


’discussed. The prime nrfnirfw empha- 
sised that the government is keen to 
support the ALO*s activities, express- 
ing hope that the seminar w31 achieve 
its objectives. Minister of Labour 
Khaied Ghzawi (left) also attended the 
meeting. The seminar, which was 
opened Sunday in Amman, continued 
its works Monday by discussing several 
working papers (Petra photo) 


Israeli press group proposes 
Joint T. V. station with Jordan 


The Jerusalem Post 

A; proposal to create a joint 
iCTaeK-Jordardan television 
arts station has been submit- 
ted to the relevant rmnisteres 
and the bead of the Israeli 
negotiating team by two 
'numbers of the Israel Asso- 
ciation of the Periodical 


- .The two, IAPP Chairman 
Joseph Frankel and David 
Lavie, chair of LAPP’S inter- 


By Rfrna Cortbawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — As’ad Abdel 
Rahman, Director General 
of the Abdel Hameed Sho- 
man Foundation, invited a 
young fourth year medical 
; student, Romme Jada’an to 
• feaare on Acquired Im- 
: none Deficiency Syn- 
drome (AIDS) at the 
; foundation Sunday even- 
; ®g- Mr. Jada'an's lecture 
! dealt with theories on the 
history of the disease, how 
ft actually spread, the na- 
tore of the responsible 
virus, registered cases 
nailable worldwide, as 
well as existing partial 
treatment 

“There are social and hu- 
man aspects in addition to 
teedicaf ones on this sub- 
ject," said Dr. Abdel Rah- 
> man. 

* In his introduction. Dr. 
Abdel Rahman presented 
Mr. Jada’an as an extreme- 
ly knowledgeable Jorda- 
nian medical student who 
was bora in Germany in 
1972, and who, having de- 
veloped a keen interest in 
AIDS since his secondary 
school- years, has given 
numerous valuable lectures 
pn the subject at many 
Well-recognised European 
tmivezmties. 

. Mr. Jada’an is currently 


national relations committee, 
suggest establishing a channel 
similar to Arte, the joint 
German-French station. 

“One of die ways of draw- 
ing together the two conn- 
tries which have suffered en- 
mity for generations is to 
expose each of them to the 
other’s culture. In tbe age of 
electronic media, it seems the 
most efficient means of doing 
this is via television, and par- 
ticularly by a television sta- 


tion jointly and simul- 
taneously broadcasting prog- 
rammes in both countries 
which express the cultures of 
the two peoples.” said Messrs 
Frankel and Lavie in the 
proposal. 

Arte was founded in 1990 
to broadcast arts programmes 
in France and Germany, fol- 
lowing die initiative of Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand and 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

it French flhn entitled “The Neighbour” at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal Amman at 19£0. 

PLAY & DANCE 

it Children’s play entitled "Long Live the Dead Sea’* at 
the Royal Cultural Centre on 18:00. 

* Performance of Taiwanese foBdoric dances at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 20d)0. 

ART FESTIVAL 

☆ Festival of artistic works (including songs, plays, and an 
exhibition of various commodities) at the open theatre, 
the Royal Cnttnral Centre (5:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.). 

POETRY RECITAL 

'& Poetry redial by Murid Bargouthi at Dsrat A] Fnnun of 
the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation hi Jabal 
Luwdbdeh at 18:30. 

NEWS HOUR 

it ABC News HfghHghts and McNdM^ehrer News Hour at 
the American Center at 17:00. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Chfldren’s school needs exhibition at the Amman Inter- 
national Auto Exhibition, Airport Road (12dM noon- 
11:00 pan.) (Tel. 714211). 

* Painting on copper exhibition by Mohammad Jndi at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture (TeL 095291). 

■fr Exhibition of paintin g by several Jordanian artists 
entitled “The Fact Between Printings and Viewers As 
Viewed By Artist” at the Royal Criturri Centre. 

-fr Exhibition of new paintings by Diana Shaimnniri The 
Gallery, Jordan Iater.ContineBtal Hotel (840 a.m. - 
7:00 p.m.) 

* Exhibition of oB printings by Princess Wljdao AH at toe 
Balqa* Art Gallery in FoJbds (10:00 aon.- 8.-00 p.m.) 
(Tel. 720577). 

* Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at 
OrfaH Art Gallery in Unm Uthdna (TeL 824932). 


Iraq starts AIDS testing of travellers 


By a Jordrii Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraqi authorities 
have introduced obligatory 
AIDS tests for everyone en- 


travclleis said Monday. 

They said every traveller 
entering Iraq through the 
Trcbdl border post from Jor- 
dan were asked to undergo a 
test at a centre set up near tbe 
post. 

Iraqi nationals and Arabs 
who bold residency papers 
for Iraq are charged 10 Iraqi 
dinars each for the teat while 
all others have to pay $50 in 
foreign currency, they said. 

Those who are found to 
test positive for HIV — the 
virus that leads to AIDS — 
are turned away and others 
are given a certificate valid 
for six months. 

The border arrangement 


replaces a six-year-old system 
aider which every foreigner 
visiting Iraq had to vine Iraqi 
health ministry centres to 
undergo free AIDS tests if 
they wanted to extend their 
stay in the country. 

At first, tbe period of stay 
without undergoing a test was 
one month, then it was cut 
down to 15 days and then to 
five days. 

The Arabtc-language daily 
Al Ra’i said many Jordanian 
students, apparently going to 
Iraq for the first time after 
enrolling in universities 
there, had to return home 
from the border since they 
did not have the required 
amount to pay for the test. 

The arrangement went into 
force in mid-August, Al Ra’i 
said. 

Iraqi embassy spokesman 
Adel Ibrahim was quoted as 
saying by the Associated 
Press that be did not have 
official confirmation on tbe 


arrangement, but added it 
was “possible and (orical" 
that his country would bar 
entry to people with AIDS. 

He confirmed that the Ira- 

3 i government has started 
barging for the AIDS test to 
cover its costs. 

Routine AIDS tests detect 
the presence of antibodies 
that shield the body against 
tbe HIV virus. However, 


the HIV virus. However, 
testing positive does not 
necessarily mean a person 
has AIDS since it can take 


mean a person 


years to develop. 

Iraq was among tbe first 
Arab countries to introduce 
an obligatory AIDS test for 
all visitors. 

No figures are available on 
the number of AIDS deaths 
or cases in Iraq. 

Visitors to Iraq say pros- 
titution has become rampant 
in the country, whose people 
are suffering from a sweeping 
trade embargo for the past 
four years. 


Writers critique prze- winning novel 


By An gham Tamitni 

Special. to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Writers Society held a sym- 
posium attended by many 
Jordanian writers Sunday 
afternoon and analysed 
Ramadan Rawasbdeh’s Al 
Hamrawi, the short novel 
that recently won the Najeeb 
Mahfouz first prize 'for litera- 
ture. 

Critic Abdullah Radhwan 
presented an analytical study, 
while Ziad Abu Leben’s pap- 
er was comparative. 

The audience listened to 
two varying viewpoints. 

Tbe first tried to include Al 
Hamrawi in tbe works of tbe 
Jordanian novelists, and the 
second attempted to compare 
and to put the short novel 
face to face with the Palesti- 
nian experiment. 

Mr. Radhwan’s study 
seemed more reasonable in 
revealing AJ Hamrawi’s lan- 
guage, its style and tbe way in 
which tbe writer preferred to 
introduce it. 

Its language is highly liter- 
ary. Tbe writer likes to play 
with words, and to rely on 
poetic usages. 

“If there is a reason for Al 


Hamrawi’s winning, it is its 
language, as the Egyptian cri- 
tics clarified,” the book’s au- 
thor told tbe Jordan Times. 
“I love the Arabic language, 
and playing with words is my 
favourite style in writing. Tbe 
language I used in Al Hamra- 
wi suits the hero’s reality.” 

The writer was appreciated 
for trying to give the Arab 
and Jordanian novel its 
identity by making use of the 
Arab literary heritage — A 
Thousand and One Nights, 
Tales of Kahlah and Dimnch, 
etc. 

“This is tbe secret behind 
its originality,” said Nezih 
Abu Nidal. toe Jordanian cri- 
tic who evaluated Al Hamra- 
wi before announcing it toe 
winner. 

Depending on cultural 
heritage as a source for creat- 
ing new literary works may 
lead to an interaction be- 
tween like works. 

Mr. Abu Leben based his 
study on the similarities be- 
tween Rawasbdeb’s Al Ham- 
rawi and another Palestinian 
novel by Emil Hebibi. 

“Rawashdeh tried to fol- 
low Emil Hebibi’s steps,” 
said Mr. Abu Leben. 

“So. toe political involve- 


ment dearly overwhelmed 
toe artistic work. This can be 
well-noticed in the second 
chapter.” 

Indined to be subjective 
throughout bis research, Mr. 
Abu Leben concentrated on 
minor ideas as if at avoiding 
to dive deeply into the major 
issues in such discussions, 
like language, style, and 
structure. 

There was a kind of unjust 
treatment, said Mr. Abu Nid- 
al. “This effort spent by Mr. 
Rawashdeh to reach the re- 
semblance points of the Arab 
novel, and such attempts to 
make use of the highest liter- 
ary techniques adopted by 
internationally famous novel- 
ists like Gabriellc Garda 
Marques and others, should 
be re-evaluated and justi- 
fied." 

“I myself went back to my 
semi-novel to read after 
being lopped as tbe first win- 
ner,” said the celebrated wri- 
ter. “I felt not completely 
satisfied with all parts of it." 

But one may sense that the 
writers are not in a good 
match with toe critics. Sub- 
jective or objective evalua- 
tion depends on general rela- 
tions. 


Young medical student brings home update on AIDS 


studying at Vienna Uni- 
versity, assisting in volun- 
tary research work on a 
“Danish-Austrian Im- 
muno” project for dis- 
covering means to stop toe 
transmission of HTV from a 
carri er mother to her inno- 
cent chil d and is a volun- 
teer at the AIDS-Help 
Vi enna organisation. 

One of me most popular 
theories on the origin of 
this disease states mat it 
was first observed by 
American and European 
medical teams who noticed 
that the number of white 
blood ceils (WBCs) — 
which are responsible for 
human immunity — per 
one cubic millimetre of 
blood taken from sufferers 
of toe “slim disease" (as it 

was called at the start of the 

20tb century 1915-1920) in 
central Africa was a hun- 
dredth that of a normal 
person. “People with slim 
rifcgflse only had a very thin 
skin layer covering their 
protruding bones and were 
obviously dyhydrated,” 
said Mr. Jada’an. 

Research on this disease 
was not resumed until the 
year 1981 when physicians 
Robert Gallo in the U.S. 
and Luc Montagsier in 
France simultaneously disc- 
overed tbe virus responsi- 
ble for the decrease in 


WBC numbers. Tbe two 
doctors met in 1984, but, 
according to Mr. Jada’an, it 
was not until 19S7 that they 
agreed on one name for the 
virus, HIV. Naturally, this 
provided tbe link between 
AIDS and toe slim disease, 
which only manifests itself 
at an advanced stage of 
carrying toe virus, said Mr. 
Jada’an. 

So theoretically speak- 
ing, said Mr. Jada’an, 
AIDS started in central 
Africa although the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) rejects this theory 
strictly emphasising "the 
foot” that the origin of the 
disease is unknown. 

The disease then spread 
to America, Europe and 
Australia from Haiti, 
according to this theory. 
Haitians, who migrated to 
central Africa in the mid- 
19th century, returned to 
their West Indian country 
after 1950. Having brought 
the virus to their home- 
land, they initiated its 
spread to other continents 
as Haiti became an attrac- 
tive spot for tourists from 
all other countries, with tbe 
exception of the former 
Soviet Union, according to 
Mr, Jada’an. 

In tbe U.S. HTV carriers 
numbered about 2,000 in 
the early 80s, but toe figure 


rose to 70,000 by toe late 
80s, and currently, over 
250,000 people carry the 
virus, according to Mr. Ja- 
da’an. 

Worldwide more than 77 
pei cent of the carriers 
haVe been attacked 
through sexual contact 
(homosexual or heterosex- 
ual), 13 per cent through 
intravenous injections, 
whether via blood transfu- 
sions or drug abuse, 6 per 
cent from pregnant women 
to their children or by 
breast-feeding, and the re- 
maining 4 per cent via un- 
known means, which can 
be slightly worrying, added 
Mr. Jada’an. 

It is important, he said, 
to distinguish between an 
HTV carrier and an AIDS 
sufferer. “Not every carrier 
is infected with toe disease, 
but every infected person 
carries the virus,” said Mr. 
Jada’an, adding that there 
is an average of 40 million 
carriers worldwide, but 
Only three million are so for 
infected. 

The viral cells have pro- 
tein spikes (GP41) and pro- 
tein covers (GP120), which 
have great affinity to pro- 
tein spikes present on cer- 
tain WBCs (CD4), and so 
when the GP120 adhere to 
the CD4 , the exposed 
GP41 penetrate toe wBC, 


creating a suitable path for 
toe genetic information in 
toe virus to undergo vital 
processes in toe WBC, ex- 
plained Mr. Jada’an. 

This results in the repro- 
duction of up to 4,000 viral 
cells that cause tbe bursting 
of the WBC, which ex- 
plodes, leaving each viral 
cell to attack other WBCs 
and so on. 

According to Mr. J&- 
da’an, this can take years to 
occur in certain bodies be- 
cause the activity of viral 
proteins depends on tbe 
snrronnding media condi- 
tions (in the blood) which 
can vary from one person 
to another. So reproduc- 
tion of viral cells can be 
very slow, regular or explo- 
sive, depending on toe sys- 
tem. 

Thus carriers of tbe virus 
can be categorised in a 
pyramid of numbers, 
according to Mr. Jada’an. 

At the bottom of toe 
pyramid, tbe largest num- 
ber of earners remain well 
(for a maximum of 10-12 
years) before acquiring 
persistent generalised lym- 
phadenopatby (PGL) 
which causes the swelling 
of lymphatic nodes in tbe 
neck, tbe armpits, tbe up- 
per limbs and behind the 
knees. 

PGL can be fatal de- 


pending on the strength of 
tbe person’s immune sys- 
tem. 

On toe other hand, it 
may last a maximum of 3-5 
years before AIDS related 
complexes (ARC) are suf- 
fered higher up in the pyra- 
mid. 

These complexes are de- 
tected by fungal attach- 
ments to tbe tonge, 10 per 
cent weight loss in a period 
of one month, continuous 
fever and sweating. 

ARC victims either die 
quickly or live for a max- 
imum of S years, again de- 
pending on their immunity 
(i.e., the original number 
of WBCs in their bodies). 

Tbe apex of toe pyramid 
includes the AIDS cases 
which are subjected to 
oppoitnnistie diseases such 
as an aggressive form of 
pnenmoma, slim disease, a 
specific form of skin can- 
cer, brain mal-fonctions as 
well as premature aging. 
These give patients a max- 
imum of 1-2 years before 
death. 

Partial treatment of tbe 
disease involves injecting 
sufferers with acido- 
tbymidine (AZT) which 
deactivates toe virus, but 
unfortunately damages 
some of tbe brain tissues in 
the process, explained Mr. 
Jada’an. “That is why it 


should only be adminis- 
tered to either advanced 
AIDS cases or sufferers at 
tbe earliest stages when 
they are tested HTV posi- 
tive,” he said. 

The difficulty in treating 
tbe virus lies mainly in that 
it continuously changes 
shape. “Vaccines are very 
specific and so hundreds of 
diverse viral shapes can 
only be subdued by hun- 
dreds of different suitable 
vaccines,” said Mr. Ja- 
da’an. 

Also HIV tests give posi- 
tive results only after three 
months from contracting 
tbe virus. "This is because 
viral cells can bide under 
dead bodies in the blood, 
making it difficult for anti- 
bodies to detect their pre- 
sence,” said Mr. JadaW 

in response to supersti- 
tious beliefs that AIDS is a 
scourge to homosexuals for 
their unorthodox sexual be- 
haviour, Mr. Jada’an said, 
“toe number of HTV car- 
riers through homosexual- 
ity is d ecreasa g by 95 per 
cent." But via heterosex- 
uality, be said, numbers are 
increasing by more than 
75%, especially by women, 
worldwide including Arab 
countries. 

Theoretically, viral cells 
present in human sperm 
can become mutated when 


surrounded by an abnormal 
environment, during 
homosexual activities, and 
so become very hostile, 
said Mr. Jada’an. This is 
probably why homosexual- 
ity has been associated with 
toe spread of the virus, he 
added. 

But, unconventional 
heterosexual inclinations 
also cause transmission of 
the virus, “seeing as it 
dwells in all the body fluids 
and tissues, not just the 
blood, even tffough it can 
only reproduce in the 
blood,” Mr. Jada’an said. 

The virus must be pre- 
sent in certain concentra- 
tions to be infective. So 
saliva or mosquito bites do 
not cause viral spread, 
according to Mr. Jada’an. 

“Although it is fair to say 
that AIDS can be suffered 
by anyone anywhere, so far 
there is no medical proof 
that it can be transmitted 
via touching, hand- 
shaking, toe air, sneezing, 
swimming, sauna, sports, 
sharing offices, bathrooms 
or showers or domestic 
pets,” said Mr. Jada’an. 

Therefore, social discri- 
mination against AIDS vic- 
tims cannot be based on a 
sound scientific or logical 
foundation, Mr. JadVan 
concluded. 
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Coast Guard seeks reinforcements 

> 

to help with Cuban refugee influx 


KEY WEST, Fla. (AP) - 
Cubans clinging to makeshift 
rafts drifted north in record 
numbers over the weekend, 
forcing the Coast Guard to 
call in reinforcements to help 
comb the treacherous Straits 
of Florida for refugees. 

Despite President Bill 
Clinton's decision to detain 
those intercepted at sea at the 
U-S. navy base at Guantana- 
mo Bay, Cuba, the exodus 
“doesn’t appear to be slowing 
down,” Coast Guard spokes- 
man Gene Maestas said Sun- 
day. 

Volunteer pilots helping 
search for people at sea said 
there was no way the Coast 
Guard could reach all the 
rafters making the 140- 
kilometre voyage under the 
scorching summer sun. 

“We have in excess of 300 
rafts in the Straits of Florida, 
the rafts keep coming,” said 
Jose Basulto, co-founder of 
Brothers to the Rescue, a 
pilots' group. "The likeli- 
hood of life sustaining condi- 
tions in a raft is usually no 
more than four days. In the 
next few hours many people 
— hundreds of people — are 
likely to die unles something 
in a rush is done.” 

“There is an emergency, 
there is a dire emergency,” 
said Sonny Dorrbecker of the 
Cuban American Pilots Asso- 
ciation. 

On Sunday, at least 1,293 
refugees were picked up, the 
most in a single day since 
1980, when 125,000 Cubans 
flooded to Honda in five 
months during the Marie! 


boat lift, the Coast Guard 
said. 

The numbers have surged 
since Aug. 5, when Cuban 
leader Fidel Castro 
threatened to open his coast 
and the United States re- 
sponded by vowing not to 
allow another Mariel. 

“It appears likely we'll be 
picking them up for quite a 
while." Mr. Maestas said. 
“It’s unfortunate — you'd 
bope the president’s policy 
would dissuade these indi- 
viduals from taking to the 
seas in these rickety crafts.” 

Helicopters, planes, cut- 
ters and crew have been 
brought in from as far away 
as Boston to help handle the 
influx, said Coast Guard Lt. 
Commander Jim McPherson. 
He declined to discuss speci- 
fics. 

“We’re extremely busy, 
but we're carrying out our 
mission,” he said. “If the 
Coast Guard wasn't there, 
there’d be hundreds of 
deaths.” 

In the past, refugees from 
Cuba were virtually assured 
of asylum. That changed 
Thursday with Mr. Ginton's 
announcement that refugees 
who reach U.S. shores will be 
detained indefinitely, and 
those picked up at sea will be 
taken to Guantanamo Bay. 

Word of the new policy 
had not yet reached many on 
the Communist island. 

Onelia Rodriguez Hernan- 
dez said she wouldn’t have 
left if she had known her 
family would be detained. 
The 60-year-old woman went 


to sea on a small fishing boat 
Thursday night with her hus- 
band, three children and an 
11-year-old granddaughter. 

“The journey was very 
hard, very scary,” she said. 

They were picked up by 
the Coast Guam and she was 
separated from her family to 
be taken to a hospital for 
treatment of a stomach ail- 
ment. She was released 
Saturday to the Cuban Re- 
fugee Transit Center near 
Key West, where she waited 
near tears for word on where 
her relatives had been taken. 

Mrs. Rodriguez said her 
family decided to try the cros- 
sing after seeing the Castro 
government wasn't stopping 
people from leaving. Despite 
Mr. Clinton’s order, she 
thinks Cubans will keep com- 
ing, seeking a better life in 
the United States. 

During the Mariel boat lift, 
most refugees came over m 
seaworthy boats that sailed 
from Florida to pick them up. 
But the Clinton administra- 
tion began threatening this 
month to arrest any Amer- 
icans who travel to Cuba to 
ferry refugees. 

A middle-aged woman in a 
wheelchair at Cuba's A1 ta- 
rn ar Beach said she counted 
SO rafts that left after dark 
Saturday as die watched, dis- 
appointed, from shore. 

A 31-year-old man who 
identified himself only as 
Pedro said be and five others 
were forced back to Cuba 
when an inner tube support- 
ing their raft punctured. He 
said be didn't care about the 


new U.S. policy and his 


group was trying to buy 
another inner tube in Hava- 


na. 


“What do I risk by staying 
here?” he said. 

The sheer number of tiny 
crafts attempting the crossing 
means many, many more res- 
cues. 

“There’s absolutely no way 
the Coast Guard can pick up 
all of the refugee vessels that 
are on the water,” said Tho- 
mas Van Hare, chairman of 
Freedom Flight Internation- 
al, a volunteer group that 
helps spot raftcTs. 

The Federal Aviation 
Administration announced 
Saturday a no-fly zone over a 
good portion of the Florida 
Straits for safety reasons, Mr. 
Dorrbecker said, making it 
more difficult for his pilots to 
alert ships to rafts. 

On Sunday, White House 
Chief of Staff Leon Panetta 
raised the distant possibility 
of a naval blockade to press- 
ure Mr. Castro. 

“That’s obviously one of 
the options that we would 
look at in the future as we see 
whether or not Castro begins 
to make some legitimate 
movement toward democra- 
cy,” Mr. Panetta said on 
ABC’s This Week With 
David Brinkley. 

Administration officials, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said Mr. Panetta 
was referring to blocking 
trade from other countries to 
Cuba. They said die idea on a 
long list of options awaiting 
Mr. Clinton down the road. 


Tutu steps in as Lesotho mediator 


MASERU (AFP) — 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
Monday stepped in as interr 
national mediator in the 
strife-tom southern African 
kingdom of Lesotho as this 
market-town capital ground 
to a halt on the first day of a 
two-day national strike. 

John Allen, spokesman for 
die Nobel Peace Prize laure- 
ate, said the South African 
cleric had been invited to 
mediate in the country’s 
deepening crisis by Lesotho 
church leaders. 


Arch. Tutu will spend a 
day in the tiny mountainous 
country, known as the 
Switzerland of Africa, which 
was ruled by Britain for more 
than a century until inde- 


pendence in 1966. 

Lesotho, a country of 1.8 
million completely sur- 
rounded by South Africa, has 
been in turmoil since 
Wednesday, when King Let- 
sie m dissolved parliament 
and ousted the government 
of Prime Minister Ntsu 
Mokbehle. 

Five people have been kil- 
led in dashes between secur- 
ity forces and anti- 
monarchists, who called a 
strike Monday and Tuesday 
in protest at the royal decree. 

Lesotho's donor agencies, 
notably the United States, 
Britain and other Common- 
wealth countries, have cut off 
or have threatened to with- 
hold aid to the kingdom unless 
King Letsie reverses his deri- 


sion. 

The mood of the capital 
was sullen Monday, with 
crowds milling about the 
streets and troops and police 
patrolling in greater numbers 
than usual. 


With no public transport 
and banks and shops shut and 
sidewalk traders dosed for 
the day, a tense, unnatural 
atmosphere replaced the 
usual marketplace bustle in 
the town centre. 


In the surrounding 
townships, people seemed 
content to sit in die wintry 
sun, wrapped against the cola 
in traditional Basotho blank- 
ets, rather than venture into 
the potential flashpoints in 
the town centre. 


Cambodia orders media away from hostages 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Cam- 
bodia’s first Prime Minister 
Monday ordered all journal- 
ists and diplomats out of 
southern Kampot province 
where Khmer Rouge guerril- 
las are holding three Wester- 
ners hostage. 

“Not only journalists but 
all diplomats are to be with- 
drawn from Kampot,” Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh cold re- 
porters outside parliament. 

‘Tm not against the press 
but we want this case to be 
resolved quietly.” 

The Cambodian and fore- 
ign governments have criti- 
cised some media coverage, 
saying it may endanger the 
three hostages. 

Prince Ranariddh said he 
was hopeful of a positive 
outcome within two or three 
days if media attention were 


curtailed. 

On Sunday be lashed out at 
the governments of- Austra- 
lia, France and Britain for 
what he called “illogical" be- 
haviour and defended con- 
tinuing military pressure on 
the insurgents. 

He said the three govern- 
ments would not endorse 
paying a ransom but also 
opposed military action to 
pressure the Khmer Rouge 
captors. 

Western governments, he 
noted, frequently used milit- 
ary action to free hostages in 
cases where a ransom was not 
paid. 

‘The hostages said please,, 
please, please pay the ran- 
som. Your governments said 
no, no, no. I'm very upset. 
I’m very fed up,” Prince 
Ranariddh said Sunday. “All 


of you countries should simp- 
ly shut up.” 

Prince Ranariddh Monday 
criticised the media and 
Western governments for giv- 
ing him seemingly impossible 
guidelines to free the hos- 
tages. 

"Please don't tell me ‘no 
ransom but no military ao, 
tion'. It will be impossible for 
us to resolve this question.” 

He blasted the Khmer 
Rouge captors as “political 
monsters" and said he had 
agonised over how to deal 
with the issue. 

Prince Ranariddh said a 
senior army commander and 
deputy chief-of-staff, 
Lieutenant-General Nheak 
Bun Chhay, would leave for 
Kampot Monday to supervise 
hostage negotiations. 


Bangladesh Navy joins rescue efforts 

U * 


DHAKA (R) — The Bang- 
ladeshi Navy was called in 
Monday to help find more 
than 300 people feared 
drowned when a crowded riv- 
er ferry capsized in one of the 
country’s worst shipping dis- 
asters. 

The feny, carrying about 
400 passengers and goods, 
overturned Saturday while 
trying to berth at ChandpuT 
terminal, on the Meghna Riv- 
er, 100 kilometres from the 
Bangladesh capital Dhaka. 

Police said about 60 pas- 
sengers were rescued but 
chances of finding further 
survivors among the more 
than 300 still missing were 
remote. 

“Now we strongly suspect 
that not even one of the missing 
people is alive,” a ponce 
officer told Reuters by tele- 
phone Monday. 

“The navy is the last resort 
in a continuous but fruitless 
search- We have not been 
able to trace the sunken ves- 
sel yet,” police officer Ami- 
mil Islam said. 



Islam said the Meghna was 
at least 60 ft (18 metres) deep 
near Oiandpur and the feny 
could have been swept miles 
(kilometres) downstream by 
fierce currents. 

Navigation officials said 
navy boats have yet to arrive. 



A survivor of t be ferry mishap in eastern Bangladesh tries to 
identify the body of a boy found about three kflometres from 
the site of the tragedy. So Ear six bodies have been found after 
the MV Dinar-2 capsized off the eastern river port town of 
Cfaandpur leaving up to 250 people miming, feared de ad . The 
fory was yet to be traced (AFP photo) 


China 

marks 

Deng’s 

90th 


birthday 


BELTING (R) — While Chi- 
na’s chief architect of reform, 
Deng Xiaoping, turned 90 
Monday, die world’s largest 
surviving Communist Party is 
hoping his ideas will outlast 
him. 

The country’s top news- 
paper, the People’s Daily, 
splashed a decade-old picture 
of a vibrant, laughing and 
smoking Deng on its front 
page, seemingly trying to 
supplant the image of a 
gairnt, frail and shaking man 
left by the paramount lead- 
er’s last television appear- 
ance in February. 

An editorial lavishly 
lauded Mr. Deng’s reforms, 
which set China’s 12 billion 
people free to get rich, and 
said they ranked in import- 
ance with Marxism, leninism 
and tire thoughts of the re- 
volutionary trader Mao Tse- 
tung. 

“Deng Xiaoping’s theory 
of constructing socialism with 
Chinese characteristics is a 
glorious banner and a scien- 
tific guide for realising the 
great 100-year plan (to mod- 
ernise China) and to reach 
our magnificent target,” it 
said. 

Tt is the pillar of our 
people's vigor and develop- 
ment and is the most precious 
spiritual treasure of the 
whole party and the whole 
people.” 

China’s Communist Party 
has staked its future on Mr. 
Deng’s plan to allow greater 
economic freedom while 
maintaining absolute power. 



Ricardo Bazail fieft) of the Immigration and Dentation Centre m Miami. The INS began 
Naturalisation Service (INS) reads throngh a aflowfag famfly members to visit refogeesar 
list of more than three hundred Cuban re- the camp after protests by several honored 
bigees that are being held at the Krone Caban Americans (AFP photo) 


Clinton wins victory in crime bill passage 


WASHINGTON (R) — Bfll 
Clinton’s embattled presiden- 
cy got a badly-needed boost 
as the House of Representa- 
tives passed a crime bfll, but 
the measure now moves on to 
perhaps an even tougher fight 
in the Senate. 

The measure passed the 
House 235-195 Sunday in 
what Mr. Clinton called a 
“victory for all law-abiding 
Americans.” 

But it was also a success for 
him and for the biparti- 
sanship which ressnrrected 
the bill 10 days after 58 
Democrats and 11 Republi- 
cans seemed to have killed it 
off by voting to block debate. 

Mr. Clinton snatched vic- 
tory from the jaws of defeat 
by compromising with Re- 
publicans, chiefly by catting 
bade crime prevention prog- 
rammes they opposed in the 
original bill and includin g 
some proposals on punish- 
ment favoured by Republi- 
cans. 


In the final vote. Republi- 
can support jumped to 46, 
more than offsetting a loss of 
six additional Democrats. 

Mr. Clinton restrained 
himself from crowing like the 
“comeback kid,” as he was 
dabbed during Ins up-and- 
down 1992 presidential cam- 
paign, and appeared in a 
sombre mood as he spoke to 
reporters in the Oval Office 
after the vote. 

“Tonight Democrats and 
Republicans joined together 
and they acted. They readied 
across party lines to pass the 
toughest and smartest crime 
bill in the history of the Un- 
ited States,” he said. 

“This is tiie way Washing- 
ton ought to work, and I 
hope it wfll work tins way in 
the future,” the president 


said. 

Mr. Clinton said the bill 
“must pass the Senate this 
week.” He thought the $30 
billion measure had the 60 
votes it needed in the Senate 
to beat a threatened filibuster 
or procedural objection from 
Republicans who complain 
that it is filled with wasteful 
great society-type spending. 

The president said the bill 
was essentially the 'same as 
the Senate had passed pre- 
viously, before the measure 
went to a House-Senate Con- 
ference Committee. 

“Those who change their 
vote will have to explain it 
and will bear the burden of 
doing so,” he said. 

He noted that he had re- 
sisted strong pressure from 
the gun lobby to take out the 
bilTs most prominent provi- 
sion — a ban on 19 types of 
semiautomatic assault 
weapons — from the measure 
in the House. 

“We held firm, though the 
opposition was intense and 
die outcome was uncertain,” 
said the president, who has 
often been accused of waf- 
fling on issues when the heat 
is on. 

The bfll puts 100,000 more 
police on the beat through 
the year 2000 and nearly $10 
billion for prison construc- 
tion. 

It includes a provision re- 
quiring lifetime imprison- 
ment for three^time violent 
offenders — the so-called 
“three strikes and you’re 
out” provision. 

It also makes more than 60 
federal crimes subject to the 
death penalty and tightens 
restrictions on so-called sex- 
ual predators, allowing law 
authorities to notify the com- 
munities into winch they are 
freed. 


Its price tag was cut by 
more than $3 billion, to $30 
billion, in negotiations that 
went through the weekend. 
But the bill remained anathe- 
ma to conservative Republi- 
cans, who continued to attack 
what they called the “pork" 
in tiie bill and charged that it 
did not do enough to deal 
with criminals. 

Mr. Clinton has made the 
crime bill a centrepiece of his 
legislative goals and had been 
telephoning members of the 
bouse all day Sunday for sup- 
port during the debate. 

But while the bill was im- 
portant to the president on its 
own merits, approval was 
also considered critical if 
health care reform, the cen- 
trepiece of his domestic agen- 
da, was to have any hope of 
passage in this Congress. • 

Health care reform has 
already been on tiie ropes for 
weeks in Congress. Mr. Gin- 
ton said Sunday he hoped the 
spirit of moderation and 
bipartisanship which helped 
rescue the crime bill could be 
transferred to the health care 
debate. 


“What gets Washington all 
jammed up is when ideology 
and labels overtake what is 
the dear reality of a circumst- 
ance. And I think that would 
be possible in the health care 
debate,” he said. 

“But everybody would 
have to be willing to sort of 
leave their preconceived 
positions at the door, at least 
be prepared to moderate 
them some in order to 
achieve the goal that we all 
say we want,” he said. 

He refused to say whether 
this meant he’d support a 
“mainstream'* bipartisan 
health care plan offered in 
tiie Senate Friday. 


Death threats cast pall over 
Queen Elizabeth’s Canada tour 


YELLOWKNIFE, North- 
west Territories (R) — Bri- 
tain’s Queen Elizabeth II 
heads into the final day of her 
Canadian tour under the sha- 
dow of death threats made 
against her in the Gauntry’s 
Arctic territory. 


The Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police revealed late 
Sunday that two bomb 
threats had been made 
against the 68-year-old 
monarch in Yellowknife. 
While police said die threats 
were being taken seriously, 
security was not being tight- 
ened. 


The queen finishes her 10- 
day visit to Canada Monday 
with stops in the tiny Arctic 
settlements of Rankin inlet 


and Iqalnft. 

The threats were a marked 
contrart from the enthusiastic 
welcome she has received 
throughout the visit, 

“We’ve had a number of 
threats that said people 
would kfll the queen in Yd- 
lowknife... we’re taking them 
seriously, but there has bom 
no change in security 
a r r a ng em en ts ,” said police 
-spokesman David Grundy. 

“Do I think anything is 
going to happen? No I don’t 
But we still have to investi- 
gate them as if it was,” Mr. 
Grundy said. 

Yellowknife is the capital 
of the vast Northwest Terri- 
tories, a frontier region the 
size of India but with 55,000 
residents. 


’Die threats shocked local 
residents and revived memor- 
ies of a September 1992 
bombing at a Yellowknife 
gold mine that killed nine 
workers at the height of a 
labour dispute. 


Security sources said they 
were confident that painstak- 
ing (dans already in place 
were enough to head off an y 
potential attack on the 
queen. They suspected the 
threats were stunts aimed at 
generating publicity rather 
than serious warnings. 

One of the threats was 
contained in a letter left for 
police at a local park and the 
other in a phone call to a 
radio station, Mr. Grundy 


Gorbachev wants new democratic movement In Russia 


MOSCOW (R) — Former 
Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev called Sunday for 
a new democratic movement 
in Russia to .prevent old- 
style Communists returning 
to power. 

In a televised interview on 
the third anmversary of tiie 
coup which doomed his pres- 
idency, he said Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin’s team had 
lost its way and was losing 
supp ort. 

“Today the only people 
who are organised are those 
who want to turn the dock 
back, revanchists, fun- 
damentalists,” Mr. Gor- 
bachev told the weekly cur- 
rent affairs programme Itogi. 
“Currents and parties of a 
conservative hoe.” • 

“That is why we need a 
democratic movement, a 
democratic alternative both 
to... the regime which turns 
out to be incapable of car- 
rying on as it should, and to 
those who axe dying to take 
over from ft.” 

Mr. Gorbachev, 63, who 
lost power with tiie collapse 
of tiie Soviet Union in 1991, 
las moved closer in recent 


months to a fulTscale return 
to politics. 

He insisted he was not 
seeking to be leader of tire 
proposed new movement, 
but pointedly declined to rale 
out standing for the Russian 
presidency in the elections 
due in 1996. 

Tbe former Kremlin lead- 
er, revered in tin West as tiie 
man who broke the Com- 
munist hold on power, has in 
Russia respect for his histor- 
ical role but fittic apparent 
political support. 

But his latent stature was 
underfilled by die hostility of 
the interviewer and the fact 
that Itogi, which Is generally 
favourable to tiie current 
liberal establishment, 
apparently went out of its 
way to try to discredit him. 

Presenter Yevgeny 
Kiselyov immediately cited 
an opinion poll showing only 
three per cent support for 
Mr. Gorbachev as presiden- 
tial candidate. Itogi then 
broadcast an interview with 
leading econo m ist Grigory 
Yavlinsky criticising Mr. 
Gorbachev’s record. 

The godfather of peres- 


troika and glasnost said there 
wus a lot of interest in Russia 
in his views and not too much 
attention should be paid to 
opinion polls and newspap- 
ers. 

Mr. Gorbachev was bitter 
about the men who Launched 
an attempt to overthrow Him 
00 Aug. 19, 1991, and saidhe 
would advise parliament to 
repeal the amnesty it granted 
last February and reopen 
their triaL 

“My personal opinion is 
that these are people without 

conscience • or honour,” be 


they were only acting to fore- 
stall tbe collapse of the super- 
power. 

One of them, former land 
forces commander Valentin 
Varennikov, refused the 
amnesty but was acquitted 
early tins month by the Rus- 
sian Supreme Court. 

Mr. Gorbachev said these 
attempts to justify the coup 
were a prehide to another bid 
for power by tbe Commun- 


TTie former Soviet vice- 
president, prime minister, 
defe nce minister, interior 
minister and KGB chief took 
power for three days in a 
half-hearted, blundering 
coup. After three days it col- 
lapsed and the ringleaders 
were arrested. 

The coup precipitated the 
break-up of tire Soviet Union 
“to its 15 constituent repub- 
lics four months later. 

The amnestied ringleaders 
have begun defending their 
actions more and more force- 
mDy m recent months, saying 


What happened to... 
Varennikov, that is a bad 
signal. It’s a signal to any 

potential future putschists 

go ahead lads the next court 
wul justify yon, the next par- 
liament wfll find a way to 
amnesty yon’.” 


The coup anniversary was 
marked in low key over the 
wrakend with low turnouts at 
public meetings both for and 
against 

. Mr- Kiselyov cited an opin- 
*°n poll that a quarter of 
J^owteuts regretted the fai- 

mre of the coup, with 28 per 
cent taking the opposite 
The remainder were 
neutral or undecided. 


Fewer movies for 
Chinese buffs s 


BEUING (AFP) — The cri-S 
sis facing China's film mdus- . : 
try, amid a plummeting boxO 
office, has come to a head ini* 
the countryside where a 4Q-S 
year-old film distribution nct-Q 
work is close to di$imegra-«§ 
tion. a report said Sunday; 


According to the China^ 


Youth Daily, the distributin' w 
system set up by the Com-g 
munists in the 1950s to dfca 
seminate propaganda filmsS 
throughout the country took£ 
a pounding last year, with the^ 
number of film-screening un-Jv 
its plunging by 61 per cent to ; v 
17,500 compared to 1992.-5 
At the same time, box office^ 
fairi ngs in rural areas fell bvj* 
46 million yuan ($5.3 million) g 
as the number of filmgoeisg 
dropped by 1-5 billion. In?j- 
remote provinces such as farH 
northwestern Xinjiang andg 
Qinghai, 80 per cent of theg 
original film-screening units?* 
have already dosed down, Si 
the newspaper said, adding-^ 
that many children under the ^ 
age of 10 did not even knowS 
what a film was. 1993 was oneg 
of the worst on record for the v 
Chinese film industry, with __ 
audience figures and box .J 
office takings nationwide 
plunging 60 per cent and 35 ^ 
per cent respectively from the 2 , 
previous year. According to 
industry analysts, the main'.* 
reason for the fall in attend- J 
ances was the poor quality of *• 
local productions. Tbe only *. 
success stories of 1993 were -I: 
films co-produced with Hong 
Kong financing. But that-'i 
trend was cut short this year 
following a government deri- 
sion to reduce cooperation.- 
from overseas, limit the num- 
ber of co-productions and 1 ', 
ban the creation of joint ven- v 
tore production companies '■ 
on the mainland. 


Parents arrested '* 
for letting 
7-year-old drive 


youngest driver. The pair,.-* 
who were released on bail of’" 


500 Hong Kong dollars ($64) •’ 
each, wifi appear in court on' 1 ? 
Sept. 15. ’ 


Indonesian hermit 
shaves off 
2.8-metre-long 
hair 


*i. 


Japan population * 
growth at record 
low 




TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s, 1 - 
population growth continued,-., 
to slow down in the year to . ‘ 
last March, with the annual / 
growth rate hitting yet;., 
another low of 0.29 per cent, 
the Home Affairs Ministry,*' 
said. The population totaled. 
124,322.801 at the end of*.N 
March, up 365,343 from a,-, 
year earlier. The growth rate 
has been shrinking since 1973'.., 
and stood at 0.3 per cent in 
the preceding year, which,.- 
was the previous record low. •*; 
The ministry’s latest survey, 1 -: 
released at the weekend,. 
showed there were,*. 
61.086,642 men and-*; 
63.236,159 women in Japan 
as of March 31. The numbero 
of elderly people aged 65 
higher came to 17,239.327. x 
accounting for 13.87 per cent 
of the total population. The 
annual survey also indicated.*? 
a further shrinkage in size of*- . 
Japanese families 
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trate that their seven-year- ' 
old son could drive a Mer- £ 
cedes Benz now face court ‘ 
charges of allowing a minorv 
to operate a vehicle without a,?; 
licence, police said Monday. ^ 
Shek Lin-Sang, 46. and his’' 
wife Gieung Ling-Ling, 48,. 
were arrested Sunday after; 
their son Michael drove their ; 
Mercedes Benz in a carpark'. # 
at a luxury residential estate.:.* 
The proud parents were re- 
portedly trying to prove to a # 
local television station that',.' 
their son was Hong Kong’s;*; 


JAKARTA (AFP) — An 
aged Muslim hermit, whose — 
■flowing locks exceeded his *' 
height, had his head shaved '*•’ 
after being told in a dream to ?'; 
have a government official 
cut his hair, an official said - 
Monday. Bakti Saiman, 77, i"* 1 
received his haircut from dis- . " 
trict chief Mohammad Zein 
Saturday in Pandeglang re- 
gency in West Java, on the 0. 
anniversary of the birthdayof 
Prophet Mohammad, said'^- 
Mulyono, a member of the,'* 
chiefs staff. Saiman's hair-.-, 
had grown to 2.8 metres (9.4s. 
feet) long since a wise man 
told him in a dream 35 years 
ago not to cut it. The sanje.-f 
wse man appeared to tell -C 
him to get it cut. Saiman,-. j 
who guards the tomb of an.„- 
early 20th century Muslim,*, 
leader behind his hut in the -< 
village of Banjarsari has' # 
also only washed his hair^- ' 
once a year on the prophet’s^ 
anniversary. 
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MEXICO CITY (AP) — 
Emesto Zedillo, the candi- 
date of the party that has 
ruled Mexico for 65 years, 
declared victory early Mon- 
day in presidential elections 
that his two loading oppo- 
nents charged were unfair. 

The election, the most 
scrutinised in Mexican his- 
tory, was seen as a crucial test 
of Mexico's democracy and 
its stability after an Indian 
uprising in January and the 
assassination of a popular 
presidential candidate in 
March. 

After hours of peaceful 
voting, protests erupted 
across the country over shor- 
tages of ballots that kept 
thousands from casting votes. 

“On this election day, 
there are no defeated. The 
'most important victory is for 
democracy in Mexico. We all 
have a place in that," Mr. 
Zedillo said in a brief victory 
statement minutes after the 
first resells were released. 

With 15 per cent of pre- 
emejs counted, the candidate 
ofthe ruling Institutional Re- 
volutionary Party (PRI) led 
with 47.14 per cent of the 
vote. 

I Diego Fernandez De 
Cevaflos of the conservative 
National Action Party, or 
PAN, had 31.3S per cent and 
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas of the 
leftist Democratic Revolu- 
tion Party, or PRD , had 
15.49 per cent, six other 
oppositiobn candidates 
trailed far behind. 

A plurality was needed to 
win. 

Mr. Zedillo praised his riv- 
als for their “good faith and 
die aspiration to serve Mex- 
ico.” 

“From now on, without 
sacrificing our differences, 
we should underline our 
agreements, joining our 
efforts to built in peace and 
harmony a more prosperous 



Ruling party presidential candidate Ernesto ZedHlo smiles at 
photographers as be casts his vote in the elections (AFP 
photo) 


and more just Mexico for 
all,” he said. 

He had earlier predicted 
the cleanest election in Mex- 
ican history. The PRI often 
resorted to hand in past elec- 
tions to stay in power. 

Mr. Fernandez complained 
Monday about a “profoundly 
unequal and profoundly un- 
just’* election system despite 
reforms, and Mr. Cardenas 
said bis own exit polls showed 
be was winning the election. 

Both earlier vowed to lead 
a civil, disobedience move- 
ment 'if the election was 

fraudulent. 

More than 82,000 national 


and foreign observers moni- 
tored the elections, a test of 
Mexico's resolve to match the 
bold economic reforms of this 
year's North American Free 
Trade Agreement with poli- 
tical reform. 

Mexicans also elected a 
500-member Chamber of De- 
puties and 96 members of an 
expanded, 128-seat Senate. 
Southernmost Chiapas state, 
scene of the Indian rebellion, 
elected a governor, a legisla- 
tors and local authorities. 

Turnout was 70 per cent to 
75 per cent of Mexico’s 45.7 
million eligible voters, said 
Felipe Calderon, the PAN's 


secretary general. 

Mr. Zedillo, a 42-year-old 
economist, was thrust into 
the PRI candidacy by the 
assassination of the party’s 
first candidate, Luis Donaldo 
Colosio, on March 23 in Ti- 
juana. 

He vowed to continue the 
free-market economic re- 
forms of President Carlos 
Salinas De Gortari, capped 
by the NAFTA free-trade 
bloc with the United States 
and Canada. Mr. Salinas is 
barred by ' the constitution 
from running for a consecu- 
tive term and leaves office 
Dec. 1. 

Mr. Zedillo also promised 
to greatly expand spending 
on social services and educa- 
tion to help the millions of 
Mexicans still trapped in 
poverty and to push Mexico 
further into democracy by 
distributing more power to 
regional governments. 

The apparent second-place 
showing for Mr. Fernandez 
strengthened the PAN's posi- 
tion as the country's second 
party. But third place would 
be a dis a pp ointm ent for Mr. 
Cardenas, who many believe 
was robbed of the presidency 
in 1988. 

Mr. Salinas had promised 
the cleanest vote ever, and 
$730 million was spent to 
overall voter-rolls and issue 
plastic identification cards 
with photographs. A special 
deputy attorney general was 
named to prosecute election- 
related fraud. 

The reforms were inspired 
in part by the rebel uprising. 
The guerrillas warned they 
could revive their insurrec- 
tion if the voting was fraudu- 
lent. 

The greatest protests, iro- 
nically, arose over an anti- 
fraud measure that limited 
the number of ballots avail- 
able at 687 polling places for 
absentee votes to 300 each. 


7th Fleet joins U.S.- S. Korea exercise 
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SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rean and U.S. forces, includ- 
ing the 7th Fleet, began Mon- 
day war games which North 
Korea said are designed to 
prevent a breakthrough in its 
talks with Washington. 

A South Korean Defence 
Ministry spokesman said the 
7th Fleet would take part in 
the computerised military ex- 
er cses for the first time to 
test its operational oontrol of 
the South Korean Navy dur- 
ing a war. 

“South Korea and the Un- 
ited States have agreed to 
appoint the commander of 
*e 7th Fleet as the comman- 
der of the naval component 
of the joint U.S.-South Ko- 
toan forces al the time of 
war,” he said. 

North Korea denounced 
the exercises, codenamed 
Ulchi Focus Lens, as a plot to 
ffltdermfrie a deal with the 
United States to end con- 
frontation over its suspected 
nuclear arms programme. 

The South Korean spokes- 
man said the 7th Fleet would 
not be deployed around the 
Korean peninsula but a com- 
puter link-up would be 
arranged for simulated war 


The war games are com- 
mand post exercises designed 
to improve cooperation be- 
tween U.S. and South Korea 
for “contingency opera- 
tions," a U.S. military 
spokesman said. 

_ The annual two-week exer- 
^se, which also involves 
, 36,000 U.S. troops stationed 
;h 3L in South Korea, are the 19 th 
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sive North also threatened to 
torpedo efforts to clear up 
midear suspicions by saying 
it would never allow inspec- 
tion of two key undeclared 
sites believed by the West to 
be North Korea's waste 
dumps. 

U.S. President Bill Ctrnton 
and South Korean President 
Kira Young-Sara agreed last 
week that experts would have 
to inspect die two sites before 
the West could provide Pyon- 
gyang with modern nod ear 
reactors. 

The promise to give light- 
water nuclear reactors to the 

North was an important pre- 
condition for the Communist 
state's agreement to freeze its 

graphite-moderated midear 

programme, a suspected 
source of plutonium needed 
to make nudear bombs. 

Pyongyang, which denies it 
is developing nuclear 
weapons, also won U.S. 
agreement to work towards 
diplomatic recognition. 

On Sunday, the Stalinist 
North denounced the Seoul 
government for timing the 
war games with its high-level 
talks with the United States. 

After weeklong talks in 
Geneva earlier this month. 
North Korea and the United 
States outlined a path to- 
wards resolving the nuclear 
standoff. The talks will re- 
sume on Sept. 23. 

“It (the exercise) is aimed 
at blocking a peaceful solu- 
tion to the nudear issue by 
rendering the situation of the 
Korean peninsula extremely 
strained," North Korea’s 
official Rodong Shinmun 
said. 

“The Kim Young-Sam 
group that is seeking depend- 
ence on outside forces and 


North-South confrontation 
more desperately than the 
successive rulers in bound to 
meet its doom.” it said. 

The United States and 
South Korea earlier this year 
indefinitely postponed a lar- 
ger three-month military ex- 
ercise, Team Spirit, to help 
persuade the North to give up 
its nuclear ambitions. 

Five U.S. legislators are to 
visit this week for talks on 
security in the Asian-Pacific 
region and the Korean penin- 
sula, the Foreign Ministry 
said Monday. 

The members of the House 
Armed Services Committee 
and the House Judidary 
Committee are to hold talks 
with the foreign and defence 
ministers and pay a courtesy 
call on President Kim Young- 
Sam, the ministry said. ■ 

The visiting delegation 
consists of Marilyn Lloyd (D- 
Texas), Solomon Ortiz (De- 
Texas), and Floyd Spence 
(R-S.C.) from the House 
Armed Services Committee, 
and William Hughs (D- NJ.) 
and Butler Derrick (D-S.C.) 
from the House Judidary 
Committee. 

Meanwhile a North Ko- 
rean radio broadcast has 
hinted that there is opposi- 
tion to the transfer of power 
from the late Kim Il-Sung to 
his son Kim Jong-IL 

A commentary broadcast 
by North Korea's domestic 
central radio, monitored by 
the Radiopress in Tokyo, 
said the Stalinist state's re- 
volutionary work should not 
end with just one generation. 

“Historical experience 
shows that if the succession 
issue involving takeover of 
great revolutionary works of 
the leader failed to be re- 
solved correctly, it could re- 
sult in damaging the party 


and revolution throogh acts 
of betrayal by ambitious peo- 
ple and conspirators,” it said. 

This, the radio added, 
“could also bring about a 
grave disastrous result.” 

Six weeks after the July 8 
death of his father, Kim 
Jong-D appears to have suc- 
ceeded the “great leader” 
according to a long- 
established plan. 

But he has still not been 
confirmed either as general 
secretary of the ruling Korea 
Workers' Party nor as state 
president. 

Some analysts have said it 
would be normal for the 
country to observe the tradi- 
tional 100-day Korean 
mourning period before hold- 
ing meetings of the highest 
party and state bodies. 

But Kim Jong-fl, 52, has 
not been seen in public since 
his father's funeral. 

He had been groomed for 
more than two decades to 
take part in the Communist 
world’s first dynastic succcs- 
sin. But Kim Jong-11, who 
apparently lacks his father's 
charisma, has been portrayed 
by some Western intelligence 
services as a brutal and men- 
tally unstable playboy wbo 
masterminded terrorist 
attacks. 

Shortly after his father's 
death North Korean radio 
reported Kim junior was at 
the helm of the party, state 
and military — the three cru- 
cial sectors he must secure to 
ensure his power base against 
any challenge. 

Kim Jong- 11 took over 
from his father as supreme 
commander of the armed 
forces in late 1991 and in 
April 1993 succeeded him as 
chairman of the National De- 
fence Committee, a state 
organ. 


Akashi meets Milosevic to press 
for Bosnian border monitors 


SARAJEVO (R) — Yasushi 
Akashi, the U.N. special en- 
voy in Yugoslavia, met Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic Monday to press 
for international monitoring 
of Belgrade's blockade of 
Bosnian Serbs. 

"One of the tpp issues will 
be the Serbian action to close 
the border with Bosnia, and 
the possible ways of monitor- 
ing the closure of the bor- 
der,” said Paul Risley, U.N. 
spokesman in Zagreb, prior 
to Mr. Akashi's visit. 

Mr. Milosevic has slapped 
a tough embargo on ethnic 
kin in Bosnia following their 
repeated refusal to accept a 
proposed territorial settle- 
ment roughly dividing Bosnia 
in two between themselves 
and Muslim and Croat foes. 

But a previous blockade 
imposed after the rejection of 
the so-called Vance-Owen 
plan in May 1993 evaporated 
and scepticism persists in the 
West over the toughness of 
the new Yugoslav measures. 

Mr. Milosevic has told di- 
plomats that, without the lift- 
ing of sanctions imposed on 
Yugoslavia for backing Serbs 
in the Bosnian war. he could 
not accept international 
monitors on the border be- 
cause he was worried about a 
domestic political backlash. 

“The first step in a discus- 
sion about the possible easing 
of sanctions would be to inde- 
pendently verify that the bor- 
der is sealed/' said Mr. Ris- 
ley. suggesting further con- 
cessions would be needed 
from Mr. Milosevic before 
any removal of measures that 


have isolated rump Yugosla- 
via. comprising Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

Mr. Akashi arrived in Bel- 
grade days after being told by- 
Radovan Karadzic and other 
Bosnian Serb leaders they 
still refused to accept the 
peace plan. "I also want to 
ascertain the role President 
Milosevic is playing for the 
reduction of tension at this 
time,” Mr. Akashi said on his 
arrival. 

After a meeting Thursday 
at Bosnian Serb Headquar- 
ters in Pale, near Sarajevo. 
Mr. Akashi said Western. 
Russian and Yugoslav press- 
ure on Bosnia's Serbs to 
accept (he plan had resulted 
in raised tensions and diffi- 
culties for the U.N. mission. 

In recent weeks, Serbs 
have taunted the U.N. by mov- 
ing heavy weapons in and out 
of exclusion zones, threaten- 
ing to take fuel from United 
Nations convoys and firing at 
cargo planes! halting the 
U.N. relief airlift to 
Sarajevo. 

Mr. Milosevic has backed 
die blockade of his former 
proteges in Bosnia with a 
campaign to discredit their 
leadership that has ques- 
tioned the legitimacy of their 
power. 

In response, Bosnian Serb 
leaders have gone on a pub- 
licity offensive, holding ral- 
lies to demonstrate popular 
support in their heartlands 
for refusing to trade land for 
peace ana against pressure 
from Belgrade to bow to its 
wishes. . 


About 10.0UQ turned out in 
the virulently nationalist 
northern Bosnian town of 
Banja Luka Sunday to cheer 
a Karadzic speech that prom- 
ised no surrender. A referen- 
dum is planned in five days 
time to cement rejection of 
the peace plan. 

In the northwestern en- 
clave of Bihac. Bosnian gov- 
ernment forces u-ere mop- 
ping up pockets of rebel Mus- 
lim resistance after storming 
Velika Kladusa, the Iasi 
stronghold of rebel leader 
Fikret Abdic. and ending his 
11 month revolt, (he U.N. 
said. 

Mr. Abdic fled to nearby 
Serb-held territory, as did ab- 
out 23.0U0 of his supporters, 
now- marooned after being 
denied entry to Croatia. Re- 
lief officials and the Bosnian 
government were appealing 
for them to return home. 

Thousands spent the night 
in miserable conditions trap- 
ped in a heavily mined and 
dangerous no-man's- land be- 
tween Serb forces and the 
Croat army, fearful of repris- 
als if they turn back. 

In Velika Kladusa U.N. 
spokesmen reported happy 
government troops firing 
celebratory rounds in the air 
and taking up positions 
against the Serb forces that 
backed Mr. Abdic’s revolt. 

U.N. spokesman Eric 
Chaperon in Sarajevo said 
heavy shelling had erupted 
along frontlines in the south- 
east of the Bihac enclave 
where Bosnian army forces 
face the Bosnian Serbs. 

“There were significant ex- 


change of artillery fire all day 
and nighi along the Grabez 
Plateau with a' total of 447 
rounds fired," he said. 

In Sarajevo, the U.N. re- 
ported a high number of ceas- 
efire violations, including a 
fierce night-time fire fight 
near the airport. 

Humanitaian flights into 
Sarajevo, all bul suspended a 
month ago in the lace of 
small arms fire at incoming 
aircraft, resumed Monday 
afternoon, a U.N spokes- 
man said here. 

A British transport plane 
flew in 13 tonnes of flour and 
blood for transfusions for loc- 
al hospitals, said Peter Kes- 
sler. spokesman for (he U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugee (UNHCR). 

“It is welcome news," Mr. 
Kessler said. There have 
been only five such flights in 
the last 31 days. 

Twelve more transport 
flights are scheduled for 
Monday, but many more will 
be needed to supply the 
380,000 inhabitants of 
Sarajevo with ihe provisions 
they need. 

The UNHCR has orga- 
nised the distribution of 4. So 
grammes of food tw ice a month 
for each of the city's resi- 
dents, but difficulties in get- 
ting the supplies to Sura|evo 
have caused frequent delays. 

Despite the resumption of 
aid flights Mr. Kessler said 
problems remained. “The 
city-wide distribution will 
have to be postponed due to 
problems with stocks of 
food." he said. "That is of 
great alarm to us.” 


Germany, Russia vow to fight nuclear smugglers 


MOSCOW (R) — Germany 
and Russia agreed Monday to 
cooperate to prevent the 
smuggling of nuclear mate- 
rials but they have failed to 
trace the origin of deadly 
plutonium found in Germany 
last week, officials said. 

“We do not have a clear 
answer to the question of 
where this plutonium comes 
from,” ITAR-TASS news 
agency quoted Russia’s in- 
telligence chief Sergei Ste- 
pashin as sajring after talks 
with German intelligence ser- 
vices coordinator Bernd 
Schmidbauer. 

German officials have 


seized several batches of nuc- 
lear materials in recent 
months, which they believe 
were smuggled out of Russia. 
The seizures triggered fears 
about security at Russia's 
top-secret nudear establish- 
ments. 

But Russians have said that 
there was no proof that the 
material originated in Russia. 
They expected Mr. Schmi- 
dbaner to deliver the evidence 
or drop charges. In a separate 
report TASS said no such 
proof had been produced by 
the German team. 

It quoted an unnamed Rus- 


sian partidpam at the talks as 
saving the Germans did not 
deliver samples of plutonium 
they had seized, leaving the 
Russian side to rely on tests 
made by European experts. 

“He insisted that nuclear 
materials with sperifications 
mentioned by the German 
side, are practically never 
used in Russia." TASS said. 

Mr. Schmidbauer told re- 
porters after three days of 
talks that the origin of pluto- 
nium was not the main point 
on the agenda of his visit to 
Moscow. He said Russia and 
Germany had agreed on a 


joint action against the nuc- 
lear material smuggling. 

“Both sides agree that 
illegal transactions'with nuc- 
lear materials, regardless of 
where they come from, pose 
serious dangers.” a joint 
statement said. 

“broader and deeper coop- 
eration is needed to block 
criminal activities in this 
field.” 

He said that Russia and 
Germany would release a joint 
communique on the problem 
of smuggling as soon as the 
document had been approved 
by the leaders of the two 
states. 


Some Nigerian oil strikers return to work 

LAGOS (R) — Some of 
Nigeria's striking oil 


g oil workers 
returned to their jobs Mon- 
day for the first time since 
their pro-democracy stop- 
page began more than six 
weeks ago, oil industry offi- 
cials said. 

Former military ruler re- 
tired General Olusegun Oba- 
sanjo warned the government 
that tension remained high 
and urged it to free presiden- 
tial claimant Moshood 
Abiola, whose arrest in June 
deepened a year-old political 
crisis. 

“His release will ease the 
way to a resolution of the 
conflict,” Gen. Obasanjo. 
the only Nigerian military 
ruler to have voluntarily re- 
linquished power, said in a 
statement. 

Mr. Abiola. who is widely 
believed to have won last 


year’s voided election, is on 
trial for treason for proclaim- 
ing himself president in de- 
fiance of General Sani 
Abacha. 

Faced with the pro- Abiola 
oil workers strike and riots, 
Gen. Abacha last week sack- 
ed the leaders of the trade 
unions and ordered their 
members back to tbeir jobs. 

Officials at several multi- 
national oil firms in Nigeria 
said some workers appeared 
to have heeded the order but 
said it was too early to make 
a general assessment on 
whether the strike had been 
broken. 

“There are a few more 
lie here today than it has 
ten the case for some time,” 
a spokesman for a major oil- 
producing company in Niger- 
ia told Reuters. 


“Wc are still assessing the 
situation. It takes time,” 
another oil company official 
said. 

A spokesman for the Nige- 
rian National Petroleum Cor- 
poration said Nigeria ex- 
pected its vital oU sector — 
from which fuel deliveries to 
the domestic economy have 
been badly disrupted by the 
strike — to Terum to normal 
within a week. 

The unions have been de- 
manding that Mr. Abiola 
should be freed and sworn-in 
to end military rule. Tbeir 
dismissed leaders say the 
strike goes on. 

The government, tiying to 
break the strike, detained 
five of its opponents in the 
past few days including Frank 
Kokori. general secretary of 
the main oil union 


NUPENG. 

It also called retired oil 
workers back to their old 
fobs, although it was unclear 
Monday whether any had 
registered, and stopped pay- 
ment of worker's check-off 
dues to the unions. 

The head of Nigeria’s Mus- 
lims. Ibrahim Dasuki, asked 
Muslims to fast for three days 
beginning Monday to enable 
Nigeria find a solution to the 
crisis. 

Nigeria’s biggest city, 
Lagos, where some of the 
most violent riots have taken 

K lace, appeared calm 
fonday. 

Banks were shut, as they 
have been for nearly two 
months. Markets were par- 
tially open, there were many 
more street trader and trans- 
port appeared to be gradually 
returning to normal. 


Momentum builds for indefinite IRA truce 


DUBLIN (R) — Confidence 
grew in Ireland on Monday 
that IRA guerrillas were on 
the verge of calling a cease- 
fire in the hope of persuading 
Britain to open exploratory 
peace talks with their politic- 
al wing Sinn Fein. 

Long-simmering rumours 
that the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) was considering 
a strategic break in hostilities 
bubbled up over the weekend 
with sufficient force to con- 
vince even sceptical obser- 
vers that some kind of trace 
was in the offing. 

The guerrillas were said to 
be preparing an open-ended 
halt to their 25-year-old cam- 
paign against British rule in 
Northern Ireland. Some re- 
ports spoke of an announce- 
ment within days. 

Newspapers said a cease- 
fire could coincide with a visit 
to Belfast by an influential 
Irish-American delegation, 
including former U.S. con- 
gressman Bruce Morrison, 
which is pressing Sinn Fein 
leader Gerry Admits to pro- 
vide proof of the Republican 
movement’s commitment to 
peace. 

Republican sources con- 
tacted by Reuters described 
the talk of an imminent ceas- 
efire as speculative but pri- 
vately did nothing to contra- 
dict the view that an 
announcement was awaited. 

In another sign of growing 
ceasefire momentum, both 
London and Dublin reaf- 
firmed their insistence on a 


complete IRA renunciation 
of violence as the starting 
point for any talks with Sinn 
Fein about Northern Ire- 
land’s political furore. 

Northern Ireland political 
leaders had little doubt a 
ceasefire was on the cards. 
But they predicted it might 
only apply to attacks on sol- 
diers and police, not the pro- 
British proiestani death 
squads which have been kill- 
ing members of the Roman 
Catholic community. 

A partial truce would be 
unlikely to staunch the blood- 
shed in Northern Ireland and 
could provoke Protestant ex- 
tremists into intensifying a 
campaign which has already 
grown more murderous than 
that of the IRA. 

“I think that there's going 
to be some son of truce and I 
think that that truce is going 
to come about very shortly," 
said Ian Paisley, leader of the 
hardline, pro-British Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party. His 
view was echoed by Eddie 
McGrady of the moderate 
nationalist Social Democratic 
and Labour Party, which 
seeks reunification of Ireland 
without violence. 

An extended ceasefire 
would mark the IRA's first 
major cessation of violence 
since 1975. when a precarious 
truce held for around seven 
months while British and Re- 
publican officials tried nnsuc- 
eessfuly to forge a basis for 
agreement. 

For months, teaks and 


hints from within Republican 
circles have been fuelling 
rumours that the IRA is plan- 
ning to proffer Britain 
another olive branch to re- 
vive a stalled peace plan. 

The Anglo-Irish peace 
blueprint, laid down in last 
December’s Downing Street 
declaration, acknowledged 
the future possibility of a 
united Ireland under Dub- 
lin’s role — which is the 
IRA's main political aim. 

But it also promised north- 
ern Ireland’s Protestant 
majority a veto over any 
change in their status and 
said Sinn Fein would not be 
invited to join broad political 
peace talks unless the party’s 
guerrilla allies unequivocally 
abandoned violence. 

Sinn Fein effectively re- 
jected the plan last month as 
too mild and is keen to prod 
Britain into making a com- 
mitment to persuade Protes- 
tants they have nothing to 
fear from a united Ireland. 

The IRA would need to 
point to significant conces- 
sions from London to justify 
it scaling down a campaign 
for which thousands of 
Northern Ireland Catholics 
have been killed or impris- 
oned. 

Police Monday said they 
found and deactivated an ex- 
plosive device outside a shop 
in central London's busy Re- 
gent Street and were sear-” 
ching for others in nearby 
Oxford Street. 

They said a large area had 


been sealed off and evacu- 
ated. 

Sources said a coded want- 
ing had been received, but 
police declined to comment. 

Suspected IRA guerrillas 
fired a mortar bomb at a 
security base in Northern Ire- 
land Sunday night, but police 
said the device failed to ex- 
plode. 

The bomb, fired from a 
van at a joint army and police 
base at Roslea, County Fer- 
managh. was the third sus- 
pected IRA attack of the day. 

Police experts earlier de- 
fused a bomb attached to a 
trailei in Newcastle on the 
Irish border and a bomb ex- 
ploded under a car owned by 
a soldier in Maghera near 
Londonderry. No one was 
hurt. 

A building worker was 
jailed for 25 years Monday 
for Irish Republican Armv 
bomb attacks on English oil 
and gas depots. 

Sean McNulty. 26, gave 
the judge a thumbs-up sign 
and said “that’s no problem” 
after being sentenced for the 
blasts at an oil terminal and a 
gas depot near Newcastle in 
northern England last June. 

Justice Stephen Mitchell 
told him: “The fact that no- 
one was killed or injured — 
as so easily could have hap- 
pened — or extensive de- 
vastation resulted, helps you 
not one bit.” 

Mr. McNulty had denied 
conspiring with others to 
cause explosions. 
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Danger in high seas 


U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clinton’s deci- 
sion to escalate pressure on Cuba by 
adopting a string of measures and 
actions against it stands to hart the 
Cuban people themselves first and the 
Castro regime second. The Cubans 
who find themselves caught up in the 
web of the recent increased tension 
between their country and Washing- 
ton could end up paying dearly for this 
development. 

Both Havana and Washington are 
wittingly of unwittingly playing with 
the innocent lives of Cubans accus- 
tomed to receive political asylum in the 
U.S. if their dangerous sea trek across 
the Caribbean succeeds. The abrupt 
decision of the U.S. president to re- 
verse a 28-year policy of granting 
automatic political asylum to such 
Cubans has left the affected people 
stranded in the middle of nowhere. In 
real terms, Cubans fleeing their coun- 
try in search of promised freedom 
have become pawns in a battle of wits 
between President Clinton and Castro. 
Surely there must be a better way to 
deal with the prospect of mass exodus 
of Cubans from their country. The 
most effective way is to make then- 
lives in their own country more 
humane and tolerable. This requires 
both political and economic reforms. 
While the recommended democratisa- 
tion of the country can best be intro- 
duced by the country itself, the econo- 
mic reforms cannot he expected to 
materialise as long as Cuba is subject 
to a U.S. embargo. This calls for a 
two-pronged policy that would con- 
tinue to apply pressure for the demo- 
cratisation of Cuba while at the same 
time relaxing the economic pressures 
against Cubans who opt to wager then- 
lives in pursuit of not only political 
freedom but also economic opportuni- 
ties. After five decades of trade sanc- 
tions against Cuba, it is high time to 
acknowledge its culpability as the 
principal reason for the Cuban ex- 
odus. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily Monday described the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations as a tree branching over the two banks 
of the Jordan River. Based on this concept, the paper said 
in its editorial. His Majesty King Hussein clearly depicts 
the relationship tying the Hashemite family with Jerusalem 
m an interview with the German Der Spiegel magazine. 
The paper quoted the King as saying that this relationship 
dates back to before the establishment of Israel and the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The saving of Jerusalem 
from the Zionists in 1948 by Jordan which was destined to 
be a means to unite the two banks of the Jordan River in 
1950 is but a live evidence of these historic relations 
between Jordan and Palestine in good times and bad times, 
the paper said. Hence, we understand from the King’s 
statements W the German magazine the need to separate 
between protecting the holy places and political differences 
because the protection of holy places is the duty of every 
Muslim leader, but as for political differences, they will be 
resolved one day, said the paper. It added that that is the 
reason why Jordan was always the first to extend assistance 
and support to the Palestinians and share with them the 
journey of pain and dream over the long history of the 
Arab- Israeli conflict and has always supported the free 
choice of the Palestinians. Therefore, we look forward to 
the success of the ongoing talks between the Jordanian and 
Palestinian, sides away from tension, it said. 


AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily also addressed Jordan ian- 
Palestinian relations in its editorial Monday. The paper 
said the! Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali has stressed, 
following the Jordaniar.-Faiesvinian round of talks Sunday, 
that these relations are so'deeplv-rooted that no differences 
in views can separate what was united by geography, 
history and the common interests of both peoples. No 


doubt Jordan's welcoming the resumption of negotiations 
with the first Palestinian delegation arriving from 


with the first Palestinian delegation arriving from the 
self-rule areas conforms with Jordanls continued calls for 


establishing the best relations with the Palestinian side and 
is harmonious with Jordan’s inclination to support every 
step that might enhance these relations, the paper said. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Kbouri 


Democracy and peace: Spectator 


or participatory sports 


THE PACE of events related to the peace-making process 


with Israel has been so fast in the last month tLit most 
people are startled by the historic developments taking place 
before their eyes, but otherwise apparently rather ambi- 
guous in their political sentiments. Predictably, there are 
limited groups of people that are either enthusiastically for 
or against the peace process as it has unfolded. The majority 
of Jordanian and other Arabs, however, seems peculiarly 
noncommital. 

This transitional political psychology that we witness is 
telling in itself; some of its particularities are worth analysing 
for what they tell us about the condition of much of the Arab 
World, and about what we need to do to assure ourselves a 
better future. I would suggest several reasons for the 
prevailing hesitancy of so many Jordanians and other Arabs 
regarding the peace breakthroughs. 

1 . The nature of Arab decision-making throughout the 
peace talks — not only this month but this decade and half 
century — has not promoted the sort of democratic, 
grassroots dialogue and consensus that are required for 
genuinely enthusiastic support for the peace talks. All the 
Arab governments and power elites have followed a similar 
pattern of making the big decisions after consultations 
among a handful of people, and then announcing the 
decisions to their people. Participation in the peace-related 
decision-making process by parliaments, grassroots organisa- 
tions, an open media and other basis institutions of govern- 
ance has been astounding for its near total absence. 

Predictably, therefore, both opposition to and support for 
the decisions have been perfunctory and mechanical. For 
Most Arabs, watching the peace process unfold is like 
watching the World Cup — it generates much interest and 
occasional flashes of passion, but it is. in the final analysis for 
most individual Arabs, a spectator sport, and not a participa- 
tory sport. This reinforces the negative sentiment that has 
plagued our region for hundreds of years: Individuals are 
conditioned to feel that they do not participate in their own 
destiny and cannot share in the decisions that will determine 
the future quality of life of their children. 

This increases the sense of political alienation that has 
hampered national development throughout the Arab region 
in the second half of this century. It also feeds the other 
reactions that we witness today, notably in the field of 
national identity, culture and economics. 

2. In the last year, many Jordanians and Palestinians have 
reacted to the peace-making process by alternating senti- 
ments of confidence and fear. In Palestine, optimism and 
pessimism routinely characterise the public mood. Some 
Palestinians are convinced that Palestinian national rights 
will be achieved in due course; others fear that Yasser Arafat 
and his guys have relegated the Palestinian national cause to 
perpetual municipal glory. 

For six months after the Oslo accord was signed, many 
Jordanians were fearful about the future of the country. 
They saw how quickly Jordan's regional role and bilateral 
ties were sidetracked and marginalised because of the 
attention given to Palestine and Syria. Consequently, when 
Jordan reacted by vigourously reactivating its role in tire peace 
process, it explained this primarily in terms of protecting 


Jordanian national interests and safeguarding the rights and 
welfare of Jordanians. Jordanians felt that Jordan was not 
only pressured or ignored, but also threatened. 

Both the Palestinian and Jordanian reactions suggest that 
we are dealing here not just with issues of rights, justice and 
national wellbeing. We are dealing with existential realities 
and fears, reflecting the notion that countries and communi- 
ties have to wprk hard not just to improve their national 
condition, but sometimes even to assure its perpetuation. 
This partly reflects the changing flows of contemporary 
political and economic forces; but it is mainly rooted in the 
mass perception that many modem Middle Eastern coun- 
tries, being bom of unpredictable historical development, 
remain vulnerable to the unsentimental verdict of this 
region's rich and ongoing dynamism. 

3. It is fascinating and slightly troubling to note the 
economic and cultural dimensions of ordinary people's 
reactions to the peace process. Most people seem to fear that 
Israel’s military dominance and political strengths in this 
region in recent decades will now be translated into a dual 
economic and cultural onslaught that will overrun and 
subjugate the Arab World. N 

Objective facts would suggest that this is far-fetched, 
because a) Israel has neither the cultural depth, dynamism 
and distinctiveness, nor the economic power to dominate the 
Arab region, and b) the rich Arab culture and the large Arab 


economy are both on the verge of a major reawakening, as 

ithor- 


this region slowly sheds its legacy of autocracy and autr 
itarian ism and instead taps its indigenous strengths through 
more humane and participatory systems of governance and 
more rational, productive and sustainable economic systems. 

The fears that Jordanians, Palestinians and other Arab 
express, however, are very real. They reflect a profound 
sense of vulnerability that is also rooted in the ugly legacy of 
Arab autocratic political rule. The average individual Arab, 
having been socially and politically conditioned for most of 
this century to obey orders and to dap on cue, is now 
politically and psychologically unable to rise to the challenge 
of national self-assertion in the face of an Israeli state that is, 
on the basis of objective criteria, near economic basket-case 
surviving mainly through militarism and dependency. 

There are many opportunities for Arabs and Israelis to 
work together for their common economic good; there are 
also many opportunities for economic, infrastructural and 
business complementarities that could be exploited. The 
Arabs have enormous resources that could give them 
economic and political leverage — markets, energy and raw 
materials, entrepreneurial skills, strategic geography — if 
they do not collapse in a heap of national psychological 
trauma in the face of the first real opportunity this century to 
realise their full national potential in a region whose artificial 
barriers are slowly crumbling. 

4. The most intriguing Arab reaction to me is the fear of 
our culture being dominated or destroyed by Israel. I find 
this astounding, because Arab-Islamic culture is so rich and 
powerful, our social traditions and communal value systems 
are so deep and strong, that it is inconceivable to me that we 
could be threatenedJn any way by- the confused hodge-podge 
of Israeli “culture”. L The real threat we face is not from 


Israeli national dynamism or predatory poUn^; it is from 
our own cultural lassitude, national lack of confidence and 

social and economic inertia. ... « 

These are not intrinsic to Arab-Islamic culture, for our 
culture has been a world leader several times in history, m 
fields such as morality, economy, technology and the 
sciences and stable governance. There is nothing wrong with 
Arab-Islamic culture that some humane decent political 
culture cannot cure. The reasons for the widespread Arab 
fears of cultural loss of identity can be directly traced to the 
same pan-Arab national political legacy that I referred to 
earlier People have been conditioned for so long to be 
passive, dependent and obedient that they have involuntarily 
suppressed the natural, proven vitality of their culture. 

AH of these factors explain the peculiar hesitant reaction 
of most ordinary Arabs to the peace pro«ss that unfolds 
before us on a daily basis. People are afraid to be happy. 
They are hesitant to be proud. They are nearly unable to 
generate the normal human reactions that are required to 
face up to the enormous historic possibilities and opportune 
ties that stare us in the face. . . 

The antidote to all of these constraints and problems is 
very simple: It is the need to give back to the men. women 
and children of our Arab Nation the feeling that they are not 
merely an audience in an intriguing spectator sport, but a 
powerful and experienced team that has to be actively 
involved in the game at hand. It is to revive the Arab sense of 
humanity and vitality that has been suppressed by the grave 
distortions of 20th century Arab history. 

This can only happen through a process that takes place 
within each individual and simultaneously on the level of 
public affairs. The Arab need to be more involved in- the 
momentous decisions that are being made in their name and 
for the sake of their future wellbeing. Political leadership 
and power elites should not fear this, but rather welcome it. 

There is no doubt that the majority of Arabs already 
support the concept of negotiated peace and will continue to 
support the broad negotiating strategy being pursued- i n their 
name by their governments. If the democrat! sation process 
underway in Jordan, Palestine and other parts of the Arab 
World is not activated for the single most important public 
policy issue facing our people, both democratisation and 
peace will suffer in the end because they will be seen as 
unstable remnants of the old Arab order, rather than 
harbingers of the new order that we all seek to built, to enjoy 
and to pass on to our children. 

Involving and consulting the Arab people in the peace 
process will strengthen our negotiators' hand in the peace 
negotiations that are taking place, secure better peace terms 
that can assure justice and future stability in the region, and 
provide the vital transition to genuinely participatory gov- 
ernance that is so badly needed in our region. It will also 
transform the peace process from an abstract, alienating 
force for national political hesitancy, into a dynamic, 
constructive foundation for building a post-peace Arab 
Nation — a nation that has the experience and the 
self-confidence that are required to meet the challenges of 
the ftiture, rather than to be' Startled, awed, surprised. and 
even scared by them. 



More flexible stand 


urged against ailing Cuba 


By David Storey 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's hasty re- 
sponse to the boat people 
exodus from Cuba was seen 
by many analysts as a stop- 
gap that must be followed 
by a constructive U.S. 

to settle one of 
last relics of the cold 


war. 

“Cuba is at a critical turn- 
ing point," said Gillian 
Gunn, a Cuba specialist at 
Washington's Georgetown 


University who recently re- 
turned from 


a two-week 
visit to the island. 

“It is more important 
than ever that U.S. policy 
be carefully calibrated to 
nudge the leadership (of 
Fidel Castro) in a peaceful, 
rather than apocalyptic 
direction,” she wrote in the 
Washington Post Sunday. 

She and other commenta- 
tors urged a shift from the 
aggressive polity to foment 
domestic opposition to Mr. 
Castro, who has been 
Washington's Caribbean 
bogeyman for 3S years, to a 
more flexible one of offer- 
ing incentives for democra- 
tic change. 

On Friday Mr. Clinton 
withdrew die welcome mat 
for Obare making die ris- 
ky crossing to Florida 


aboard ramshackle rafts, 
reversing a 28-year policy to 
grant automatic asylum to 
refugees from the Com- 
munist state. Hiey are now 
being detained at Guanta- 
namo Bay U.S. naval base, 
ironically, on Cuba. 

About 3,000 people have 
been jacked up by the U.S. 
coast guard in August, 
prompting fears of a repeat 
of the 1980 exodus, also 
encouraged by Mr. Castro, 
in which 125,000 Cubans 
swept across, many of them 
released from jails or men- 
tal hospitals. 

Cementing his tough, 
line, partly to assuage 
domestic political pressure, 
Mr. Clinton announced an 
end to cadi remittances 
from the United States, a 
cut in flights between 
Miami and Havana and an 
increase in propaganda 
broadcasts. 

The changes brought 
U.S. policy more closely 
into line with that towards 
Haiti, and a nod towards 
the fact that, as the New 
York Times said in an 
editorial,” with the cold 
war over, Cuba is no longer 
a special case." 

It added: "The next 
logical step, which the 
administration unfortunate- 
ly shows no sign of taking, 
would be to formulate con- 


structive diplomatic policies 
toward Cuba that could 
help ease the way to a 
democratic post-Castro fu- 
ture.” 

In the United States, the 
image of Cuba as a security 
threat was formed by the 
1962 missile crisis, when 
sident John Kennedy 
J the Russians down 


over their plans to deploy 
in then - 


nuclear weapons 
Communist ally 145 km 
from the U.S. coast. 

With the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and dm furth- 
er impoverishment of the 
island, an ideological out- 
post stranded without an 
economic and political 
backer, the threat has 
shifted to that of an unman- 
ageable refugee influx. 

Critics of the tough U.S. 
policy point to the thaw in 
U.S.- Vietnam relations 
where steps toward frill 
trade and diplomatic ties 
with the old enemy are 
partly justified in terms of 
encouraging democratic re- 
forms. 

Under the threat of nuc- 
lear -blackmail, the -Clinton 
administration hag taken a 
similar conciliatory line 
with North Korea, another 
Orphan of the Soviet bloc, 
opting for talks rattier than 
the fag stick. ' 

“If s time to begin offer- 


ing Cuba, step by cautious 
step, relaxations of the 
sanctions in return for en- 
forcement of civil liberties 
and progress toward demo- 
cracy," the Washington 
Post said in an edftonal. 

Georgetown University's 
Gunn argued for creating 
an environment in which 
the Cuban leaders, already 
coping with serious shor- 
tages of everything from 
food to energy, would feel 
safe to make fundamental 
reforms. 

_A more flexible policy, 
offering incremental steps 
to ease the embargo to re- 
ward reforms, would 
change the climate. 

“Washington would cre- 
ate the political room for 
key institutions, particular- 
ly the military, to gradually 
alter their role in Cuban 
society without endanger- 
ing , their physical well- 
being,” she said. 

Bernard Aronson, assis- 
tant secretary of state for 
Latin America in the Bush 
administration, last week 
proposed a similar prog- 
ramme of incentives to en- 
courage democratic change. 

They would include 
promises that the U.S. 
nnlitaiy would not inter- 
vene m Cuba and would 
ultimately withdraw from 
the Guantanamo Bay base. 


Loving peace 


To the Editor: 


AS SURELY as the glorious day follows the dismal night, 
peace must follow war. Yet between night and day, there is 
dawn, and without dawn, darkness would become an eternal 
shroud, and humanity would yield to its tempting call of 
slumber, sleep and morbid inaction. 

Almost half a century of war has crawled heavily upon the 
wheels of time. Those years have been etched painfully yet 
surely within the chronicles of modern history. Slowly, 
though, stories written with the pen of blood are now written 
with the quill of gold, as the night begins to end, and the war 
begins to choke amidst the mists of peace. 

Be not deceived however, for dawn has not yet come, and 
the resplendent sun waits patiently beyond the white sands of 
the precious desert. 

The transition from war to peace is the most important 
stage of the whole process of change. Now, we must awaken 
the sun from its long and sad slumber. We have to accept die 
past, pray for the future, and live the present. Living entails 
listening, learning and loving; we must listen to our hearts, 
team from the past, and love... peace. While peace may not 
be eternal, love is, and by loving peace, maybe we can 
sustain it forever. 

Let us begin to understand that war is a silent thief. It 
steals our eyes so that we can’t see, and our ears so that we 
ran t listen. Let us begin to realise that peace is the will of 
ood. It grants us eyes, ears... and life. Let us begin to 
comprehend that now, the sun must rise, and dawn must 
pierce the painful past. For as surely as dawn becomes day, 
Mid war becomes peace, despair turns into hope, and our 
fives are changed... forever. 


Sa’ad Nabffl Muasber, 
Northwestern University, 
Chicago. 


Petra fee 
not too high 


To the Editor: 


a! i «t A ?i S \ WER to -*** Albrecht's letter (Joidan Times, 
Aug. 21), concerning the high admission fees to Petra, I 
? ut Mr- Albrecht that the entrance fees to 
^tqrivoild m toe USA or France is around $50 per 
Erffl ? d 7 ut ^ Gorging him less than $30 to 

c 8 ™ 6 !-’ thousands of years old, is still cheaper 
man visiting Eurodisney which is hardly a sight and only 

SjjE" 0 , W ‘ The oId to Petra of JDS yti 

552 ?? y A low .' not reflecting the real cost of living, 
■ _ an ~ maintenance fees. In my opinion, the actons- 
upwards of ^ 15 s®* 100 low and should be revised 
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Israel: 


Freddy Lama* 

Amman . 


Times welcomes letters and contributions front 
*5?- “&*** rft ey wish ro tackle. Letters 
writlrtfifn Publication, however, should contain the 
™ h? "f P refer * b, y address as well. Names 
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responsible for the return of unused manuscript^ 
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Jordan-PLO talks conclude 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, in 
answer to a question on the 
Jerusalem issue, told repor- 
ters that the two sides had 
agreed that their foremost 
goal is ‘Ho liberate Jerusalem 
from Israeli occupation.” 

“I don’t think that there 
are differences between Jor- 
’ dan and Palestine regarding 
' the issue of Jerusalem,” Mr. 
Abed Rabbo said. “Both of 
us see that the main task in 
hunt of us is to end die 
occupation of Jerusalem, its 
land, people and holy sires 
and regard it as a part of the 
Palestinian territory occupied 
: sin-* 1967." 

He added that the “rela- 
tiaiship between us is much 
*■ bigger and deeper than to 
_ have differences over admi- 
nistrative issues.” 

“ Mr. Abed Rabbo added 
tbit the dose ties between 
th: Kingdom and the Palesti- 
nian leadership also “go 
beyond media matters which 
sometimes are used sensa- 
tionally to poison the atmos- 
; phere of relations." 

“Jerusalem and the ending 
of its occupation is a joint 
" Jordanian-Palestinian objec- 
tive and also an Arab and 
■' Islamic issue,” he said. 

On the trade agreement 
■T between Jordan and Israel, 
l’ the two sides dedared in their 
joint statement that the trade 
volume between Jordan and 
the Palestinian authority 
areas “has to reach the max- 
- imam level.” 

“The amount reached in an 
1 agreement with Israel to ex- 
port Jordanian goods to the 
areas outside the self-rule au- 


thority’s current jurisdiction, 
which is $30 million, is not of 
the level we aspire to,” the 
joint statement said. 

“We have to find the suit- 
able mechanism to which we 
would ensure the continuous 
flow of goods easily,” said 
the joint statement. 

“There are lists of goods 
that have already been 
agreed to as part of the Cairo 
agreement but we are looking 
for the mechanism to facili- 
tate the movement of these 
goods between the two banks 
as well as arranging the tran- 
sit movement in a manner 
that would serve both sides,” 
Dr. Anani added as he read 
from the joint statement. 

In the banking sector. Dr. 
Anani told reporters that the 
developments on the ground 
on the banking sector in the 
occupied territories “has 
been taken into account to 
ensure that we are able to lay 
down a mechanism... ensure 
the stability of the Jordanian 
dinar and at the same time 
leaves the monetary and 
banking work in the Palesti- 
nian territories to operate at 
its best standard.” 

In their joint statement, 
the two sides said that the 
Palestinians had briefed the 
Jordanians on their plans to 
issue Palestinian passports 
“and we thought that there 
are details in this issue that 
have to be discussed and we 
agreed to do that,” Dr. Ana- 
ni said. 

In response to a question 
whether Jordan agreed to the 
principle of an independent 
Palestinian passport. Dr. 
Anani said: “We agreed to it 
We will cooperate with them 
to the maximum level." 


; Problems loom in Jeddah 


, (Con tinned from page 1) 

, to Jeddah on Monday to pick 
‘ up some of the containers, 
they said. 

?. “Politics are at work 
~ again,” said one businessman 
and importer. “We were hap- 
py that an end is in sight for 
’ the damaging offshore in- 
’ speed ons by the American 
warships, and now the Saudi 
' move has hit us." 

Under an agreement 
' signed by the Ports Corpora- 
tion in July, the London- 
Jbased Lloyds Register is ex- 
pected to replace the high-sea 
inspections by a land-based 
verification regime at Aqaba 
port as of noon Thursday. 

An eight-member team of 
Lloyds Register surveyors 
will work in coordination 
with Jordanian ports and cus- 


toms authorities to observe 
cargo at Aqaba and report to 
the United Nations Sanctions 
Committee. Jordan will pay 
the cost of the surveying 
through a U.N. escrow 
account and claim the 
amount from the U.N. Com- 
pensation Committee which 
u handling cl aim s related to 
the Gulf crisis. 

’ The Lloyds Register 
arrangement was agreed after 
nearly one year of discussions 
and four years of Jordanian 
complaints that the costly 
offshore “interdictions" — 
the American name for the 
practice of naval officers 
based on warships hailing and 
boarding civilian ships for a 
thorough scrutiny of cargo 
and documents — were caus- 
ing the Kingdom heavy los- 
ses. 


Israel: No early recognition 




(Continued from page 1) 

located on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. . 

Mr. Beilin envisioned a 
Palestinian entity which was 
independent in most matters 
but with security and foreign 
affairs run jointly with Jor- 
dan. 

He said the deadlock over 
Jerusalem might be solved by 
keeping the aty united under 
Israeli sovereignty but with 
various local administrations. 

“The Palestinians will con- 
tinue talking about Jerusalem 
as their capital but in their 
hearts I think they realise 
they must not throw away the 
biggest chance in their history 
to create peace,” Mr. Beilin 
said. 

Mr. BeQin said he saw no 
major obstacles to a full 
peace accord between Israel 
and Jordan and that peace 
with Syria was within reach if 
the Syrians had the political 
will to negotiate directly with 
Israel. 

“With Syria there is a 
(peace) formula but no date, 
and the formula is obviously, 
territories for peace,” he 
said. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said Monday 
Israel would allow hardline 
Palestinian leaders opposed 
to the PLO-Isracl peace deal 
to enter Gaza for a Palestine 
National Council (PNC) ses- 
sion on the Palestinian char- 
ter. 

Mr. Peres said if the PNC 
did not drop clauses from the 
char ter that denied Israel’s 
right to exist, the PLO would 
be harming itself in the inter- 
national arena. 

He said Israel hoped Mr. 
Abu Nizar’s statement was 
not the policy of Mr. Arafat. 

“We’ve said we are not 
opposed to their convening in 
Gaza,” Mr. Peres told Israel 
Radio on Monday. 

“We would allow everyone 
to enter, including Jibril, in- 
duding Hawatmeh, whoever 
wants.” 

Ahmad Jibril heads the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine-General 
Command. Nayef Hawatmeh 
leads the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 
the 


would boycott a PNC meet- 
ing in Gaza and said any 
member who approved 
changing the PLO’s national 
charter would be guilty of 
treason. 

“The call to change the 
Palestinian charter is a 
Zionist- American call which 
represents the first and final 
act in the process of eliminat- 
ing the Palestinian cause,” a 
spokesman for Mr. Jibril 
said. - 

“Anyone who contributes 
to the change of the charter is 
committing high treason and 
our people know bow to deal 
with those people,” he 
added. 

“If Arafat agreed to enter 
Gaza under the knives and 
the flag of the Israeli enemy 
we reject such entry,” Mr. 
Jibril's spokesman said. 

“The return of all Palesti- 
nians to their homeland is a 
right which is approved by all 
international laws and U.N. 
decisions. Therefore we need 
no invitation or permission 
from Peres to go to our 
homes,” Mr. Hawatmeh’s 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Hawatmeh’s spokes- 
man said the DFLP sup- 
ported the convening of the 
PNC in any Arab capital to 
review and discuss the FLO- 
Israeli peace agreement 
“which is rejected by the 
majority of our people.” 

“Out we reject the conven- 
ing of the PNC under occui 


tion. We reject the call 
cause it is aimed at forcing 
Palestinians to submit to the 
Israeli will to change the 
charter and to endorse die 
Gaza-Jericho deal,” he said. 

“We will continue our 
struggle to foil the Gaza- 
Jericbo deal and to establish 
the independent Palestinian 
state with Jerusalem as its 
capital,” the DFLP spokes- 
man said. 



victing 

In Damascus, Mr. Jibril 
and Mr. Hawatmeh said they 


Syria rejected 
Israeli offer 

(Continued from page I) 

from Hizbollah downwards 
and if you wish upwards who 
are now operating against the 
security zone, against Israel, 
would be dismantled of their 
military capabilities,” Mr. 
Lubrani said. 



Children and adults crowd a tent of one of the humanitarian organisations in the refugee ca mp s of Goma. The UNHCR says food aid for refugees had 


been stolen by Zairean soldiers (AFP photo) 


Over 20 million in Horn of Africa may starve 


AYOD, Sudan — In south- 
ern Sudan, the sound of a 
plane brings hungry people 
running to the dirt airstrip, 
hoping for food to sustain 
them through drought and 
the 12th year of civil war. 

These are the strong, 
who often trek for days to 
reach villages on the food 
airlift. The weak are left in 
the bush, to eat boiled 
leaves and wild fruit, or to 
die. 

In the dramatic, barren 
canyons and valleys of tigre 
province in northern 
Ethiopia, a long civil war is 
over but the misery is unen- 
ding. The ground is so dry 
that no crops can grow. 

Africa's newest country, 
Eritrea, is struggling to re- 
build after a 30-year war for 
i n d e p e n d.e nee from^ 
Ethiopia. Drought 'has 
turned forms to wasteland. 
Dust swirls in the searing 
heat. Even the thorn bushes 
have died. 

Overshadowed by the 
misery of refugees fleeing 
Rwanda, a far greater hu- 
man catastrophe threatens 
more than 20 million people 
in 10 countries in and 
around the Horn of Africa, 
the continent’s eastern 
bulge. 

From Sudan to Tanzania, 
the haunting images of mal- 
nourished children are 
back. Their shriveled limbs, 
protruding ribs and swollen 
abdomens are terrible re- 
minders of killer famines in 
Ethiopia in 1984-85 and in 
Somalia just two years ago. 

Relief experts hoped an 
early warning system that 
alerted the world to the 
threat of mass starvation 
would mobilise enough 
food aid to avert a repeti- 
tion of the 1 million deaths 
in Ethiopia and the 3S0.000 
in Somalia. 

It has so for, but the flight 
of nearly 2 million Rwan- 
dans has overwhelmed 
already overstretched relief 
operations in the rest of the 
Horn of Africa. 

Food, trucks, relief work- 
ers and millions of dollars 
have been diverted to cope 
with the Rwanda crisis, 
leaving other famine-prone 
areas at risk. Their vulner- 
ability is compounded by 
growing fatigue among the 
donors that ultimately foot 
the bill. 

Bronek Szynalski, direc- 
tor of the U.N. World Food 
Programme's (WFP) 
emergency operations, said 
any diversion of money 
from southern Sudan, 
Ethiopia and Eriteria 
“could well lead to terrible 
consequences.” 

“People look at what is 
the most visible and the 
most dramatic." he said. 
“They react to that and 
forget everything else... 
people have already forgot- 
ten that there were also 
Rwandan refugees in Tan- 
zania, Burundi, and even in 
other places in Zaire,” not 
just at Goma. 

Julia V. Taft, president 
of Interaction, an associa- 
tion of 158 U.S. voluntary 
organisations, said millions 
of dollars President Clinton 
promised for Rwanda is 
being diverted from prog- 
rammes elsewhere in the 
region. 

“It's like shifting chairs 
on a sinking ship," die 


said. 

“We’re using the same 
resources, the same money, 
the same food, and just 
reallocating them within the 
same constrained budgets. 

“In the long run, we tra- 
gically reduce our ability to 
prevent some of these 
crises... before they occur." 

Even before 1.2 million 
Rwandan refugees fled to 
Goma, Zaire, in early July, 
the Horn of Africa faced a 
disaster of biblical propor- 
tions caused by drought, 
pestilence and war. 

Hundreds of thousands 
of ; Ethiopians, Eritreans 
arid * Sudanese who ; - de- 
pended on donated food 
were not even getting the 
minimum 2,000 calories a 
day the United Nations 
deems necessary for surviv- 
ad. - ... 

“We don’t know how 
people live on nypp or 
1.300 calories, so we can’t 
predict when people start 
dying,” said James Borton, 
technical coordinator of the 
U.N. Emergency Unit for 
Ethiopia. 

Lush vegetation covers 
the wolaita district of south- 
ern Ethiopia, but there is 
nothing to eat because 
hordes of caterpillars have 
devoured crops, leaving 
only the green steins and 
caterpillars have devoured 
crops, leaving only the 
green stems and leaves. Re- 
lief workers believe more 
than 10,000 people died of 
hunger and related afflic- 
tions in the first six months 
of 1994. 

Prolonged drought has 
parched forms and dried up 
rivers in northern Ethiopia, 
Eritrea and northern 
Kenya. 

In Somalia, where U.S. 
soldiers took charge of food 
deliveries in 1992, gunmen 
again roam Mogadishu and 
the countryside, stealing 
food intended for the hun- 
dreds of thousands dis- 
placed by civil war. . 

Tragically, while millions 
of Rwandan refugees are 
hungry, a bounty sorghum 
crop rots on their aban- 
doned forms. The refugees 
have put impossible de- 
mands on food and water 
supplies in neighbouring 
Zaire and Burundi as well 
as in Uganda and Tanzania, 
which have pockets of 
drought. 

No one is sure how many 
Rwandans have been 
buried in mass graves in 
Zaire, how many Ethiopian 
peasants have starved, how 
many southern Sudanese 
are trapped without food by 
a never-ending civil war. 

According to the U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development, 6.9 million 
people may starve to death 
in Ethiopia, 4.9 million in 
Rwanda and the Zaire re- 
fugee camps, 4.9 million in 
Sudan, 1.7 million in 
Burundi, 1.5 million in Erit- 
rea, 1.4 million in Kenya, 

883.000 in Tanzania, 

540.000 in Uganda, 410,000 
in Somalia and 120,000 in 
Djibouti. 

That total of more than 
23 million is higher than the 
U.N. World Food program- 
me's estimate of about 18 
million. 

The current emergency in 
the Horn is worse than the 
continent's last one, in 


Famine stalks the Horn of Africa once 
again, casting a shadow of death on 
milli ons of people. Will they be saved or 
will “donor fatigue” set in? AP Corres- 
pondent Edith M. Lederer traveled 
more than 4,800 kilometres over sever- 
al weeks in search of answers. 


southern Africa two years 
ago. Southern Africa had 
better ports, roads and 
transport to deliver food, 
and western donors were 
more generous. 

: “I think that donors are 
getting... worn out because 
so much of the aid needed 
today is related to civil 
strife,” Szynalski said in an 
interview in Nairobi after 
visiting Rwanda and several 
other countries. 

Earlier this year, the 
World Food Programme 
appealed for 2.1 million 
tonnes of food worth more 
than $880 million to help 
nine countries in the Horn 
of Africa. Donors have 
pledged about 1.7 million 
tonnes worth about $600 
million. 

After the Rwandan ex- 
odus, the agency appealed 
for an additional 82,000 
tonnes over three months to 
feed the refugees in Zaire. 
So for, 53,000 tonnes has 
been pledged. 


Ms. Machok said she had 
walked for two days to 
reach Ayod. “I have no- 
thing,” she said, “and if we 
do not get food, we will 
die.” 

■ ' In Ethiopia; 1 many of the 

58,000 people in Tigre Pro- 
vince’s Wamberta District 
have to walk nearly 30 
kilometres for donated food 
and up to five hours for 
water. More than 10,000 
form animals died for lack 
of grass, said Mahari Tse- 
gay, the district administra- 
tor. 

At the Heik Meshale 
town clinic, Amlisha 
Mahari tried to comfort her 
month-old son and the 2- 
week-old daughter of a 
neighbour. Both mothers 
were so malnourished they 
had no breast milk. And 
there was no milk at the 
clinic. 

“It's worse than the last 
time for us,” said Ms. 
Mahari, who was forcibly 
resettled in southern 



Two starving Somali children await food distribution 
in Baidoa (AFP pboto) 


Western governments 
and private agencies are 
running out of relief money 
for the year. If “donor fati- 
gue" sets in, millions of 
people could starve. 

Nearly all of the 10,000 to 

15.000 people now in Ayod, 
a rebel-held town in south- 
ern Sudan, live on handouts 
of sorghum and lentils from 
the World Food Program- 
me. Many have moved 
several times because of the 
war. 

“T came here when I 
heard there was food, be- 
cause I was hungry, I used 
to eat seeds and the leaves 
of fig trees," said Nyatin 
Machok, stirring a pot of 
sorghum outside her fami- 
ly’s conical straw hut. She 
wore only a tattered, dirty 
loindoth. Her three chil- 
dren, all naked, had blo- 
ated stomachs. 


Ethiopia during, the civil 
war and returned to Tigre 
last year. . “When I came 
back, I thought life would 
be better. But now I have 
nothing to sell and nothing 
to eat." 

In the dusty Eritrean vil- 
lage of Shieb, Ha lima Os- 
man, 45, pondered how her 
eight children would sur- 
vive the week. • 

“I haven't ever seen any- 
thing like this," said the 
former refugee, who re- 
turned from six years in 
Sudan when the war ended. 
“We want to be indepen- 
dent. We want oxen and 
seeds... but we have no- 
thing.... If no food comes, 
we will die.” 

Hard as tbeir lot is, the 
people of Sbieb are more 
fortunate -than millions ' in 
the Horn who have only 


sporadic help or none at all. 

Fanners in Gadela village 
in Ethiopia's wolaita region 
lost their first 1994 crop of 
maize because rains were 
late, and caterpillars de- 
voured the second. Hun- 
dreds of villagers, 
weakened by hunger, died 
in an outbreak of Malaria. 

When a health team 
came to weigh and vaccin- 
ate everyone under 5, more 
than 500 mothers gathered, 
holding their sick, stick-like 
children and demanding 
food. 

“For more than three 
months we’ve had no 
-food;" said; Barate Agogo; 

„ who uprooted a dump of 
grass to show what her 
family had been eating. 
Two of her five children 
had died two months earlier 
and her 4-year-old son was 
under 60 per cent of normal 
weight. 

A decade ago, a military 
government tried to hide 
Ethiopia’s famine. This 
time, the civilian govern- 
ment alerted the world and 
donors pledged more than 
90 per cent of the 1 million 
tonnes of food requested. 

But getting the food to 
Ethiopia is easier than get- 
ting it to the millions of 
hungry people. 

Landlocked Ethiopia re- 
lies on the antiquated ports 
of Massawa and Asab in 
Eritrea. Even before the 
big grain cargoes have ar- 
rived, ships are backed up 
waiting to unload. 

Outside the ports, prob- 
lems multiply: There is a 
short of trucks and many 
roads are inaccessible. 

- People in villages like 
.Gadela “are living at the 
abyss of hunger, and if only 
a small thing happens they 
will go over the edge,” said 
Peter Dijkhuizen, deputy 
director of the World Food 
Programme in Ethiopia. 

So far, Ethiopia has 
avoided mass migration and 
the creation of huge camps 
that breed cholera and 
other diseases. That fits the 
aims of the United Nations 
and relief agencies: Keep 
people at home, keep them 
alive and give them seed 
and tools for the next crop. 

A lot depends on the 
summer rains. They are re- 
ported to be good in parts 
of Kenya and Somalia, but 
in Ethiopia a food shortage 
will persist even if the rains 
bring a bumper crop. 

Agricultural methods are 
so primitive that Ethiopian 
formers produce only half 
as much maize as Kenyan 
fanners grow on similar 
land, and the nation has 12 
million more mouths to 
feed than in 1984-95. 

"I think we'll get through 
this year without massive 
loss of life, but if we have a 
bad main rainy season, it 
could be very serious in 
1995," said Peter Simkin.' 
the U.N. Development 
Programme representative 
in Ethiopia. 

In Kenya, now ex- 
periencing one of its worst 
droughts, several district, 
officials have been accused 
of selling relief supplies. 
Vast quantities of food have - 
been looted in Somalia, and 
in Rwanda, desperately 
needed- shipments were 
stolen. 

Hunger is rampant in 


many areas of southern 
Sudan cut off by fighting 
between tribes. The war has 
claimed an estimated 1.5 
million lives since it began 
in 1983. 

Fighting and banditry 
halted truck convoys from 
Neighbouring Uganda. Rail 
and river shipments have 
‘been stopped because a 
food train and food barge 
were looted, mainly by re- 
bels. That leaves only air 
delivery, by far the most 
expensive. 

In early July, fighting 
forced relief workers out of 
Alek county m the south- 
'western bar'EI Ghazal re- 
gion,, where the French 
Agency Doctors Without 
Borders had found acute 
malnutrition m more than 
45 per cent of the children. 

“I’ve been in Sudan now 
for 10 years and this is the 
worse I’ve ever seen,” said 
Gary Jones, emergency 
liaison officer for the Sudan 
emergency operation con- 
sortium of relief agencies. 

“All the problems have 
been compounded this year 
because you’ve got the suc- 
cessive bad droughts of die 
past few years... and an 
upturn in fighting in the war 
resulting in the displace- 
ment of tens of thousands 
of people across southern 
. Sudan." 

In Khartoum, the milit- 
ary government insists 
there is no emergency. 

“If you say that two mil- 
lion people are at risk of 
starvation, that’s dramatisa- 
tion , that's sensationalism, 
that’s stuff for the movies," 
said Ghazi Sal ah Ed din, 
minister of state in the pres- 
ident’s office. 

“It would have been 
more constructive to look at 
the gaps” in food supplies 
and “how the international 
community could help with 
transport,” he said in an 
interview. 

“But to put it in a manner 
which incriminates the gov- 
ernment in one way or 
another — I don’t see how 
they can expect us to be 
very cooperative,” he said, 
referring to the United Na- 
tions and foreign relief 
organisations. 

Lnciglo C. Ramirez, 
adviser to the World Food 
Programme in Khartoum, 
said most hunger-related 
deaths in Sudan this year 
have been due to displace- 
ment, not drought. 

What can be done? 

In the short term, fife or 
death depends on the 
generosity of donors and 
their ability to deliver the 
food. 

Revelians R.N. Tulu- 
hiingwa, chief representa- 
tive of the U.N. children's 
fund in Ethiopia, said half 
the people who die in 
drought and famine could 
be saved by clean water, 
medical care and vaccina- 
tion, especially against 
measles and tetanus. - 

Ultimately, the larger 
issues of war, education, 
development and popula- 
tion must be addressed if 
sub-Saharan Africa is to 
escape the cycle of disaster 
-and rescue. - = 

-"We are always trying to 
just fill up the boles without 
attacking the root .causes,* 
said Szynalski of the Worid 
Food Programme. 
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DUBAI (R) — Middle 
Eastern countries, which 
face an explosion in domes- 
tic and industrial demand 
for electricity, could spend 
nearly $78 billion on in- 
creasing generating capac- 
ity by tSie year 2C?0, n spe- 
cialist weekly said Monday. 

t 

The London-based Mid- 
dle East Economic Digest 
(MEED) said that if plan- 
ned increases go ahead in 
15 states in the region, 
which in the MEED survey 
include Pakistan but ex- 
clude Israel, generating 
capacity could rise by 70 per 
cent by the turn of the 
century. 

% 

It said additional capacity 
of 63,000 megawatts was 
planned and more propos- 
als were expected to boost 
the current capacity of just' 
under 100,000 megawatts. 

The main additions were 
expected in Pakistan 
(20,000 MW at a cost of S15 
billion), Saudi Arabia 
(15,0C9 MW at a cost of $15 
billion) and Iran (13,000 
MW at a cost of $17 bil- 
lion). 

It said, without giving de- 
tails, that Iraq 1 planned to 
spend $12 billion on in- 
creasing generating capac- 
ity but these plans will re- 
main on hold pending the 
lifting of the U.N. econo- 
mic embargo imposed after 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Five Arab Gulf oil states 
other than Saudi Arabia — 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirhtes — were planning 
to increase capacity by 
7,590 MW at a total cost of 
S9 billion, according to the 
figures quoted by MEED. 


MEED: Iran’s finances look better than expected 


DUBAI (R) — Iran’s fi- 
nances are m better shape 
than was expected even six 
months ago after it success- 
fully rescheduled the bulk of 
its foreign debts and received 
a boost from higher oil 
prices, a specialist weekly 
said Monday. 

The London-based Middle 
East Economic Digest 
(MEED) said Tehran had so 
far rescheduled $8 billion of 
its short-term foreign debts to 
11 of its main trading part- 
ners and expects to raise the 
total to $10 billion in the 
coming months. 

“This means that Iran will 
have restructured its debt 
profile from mostly short- 
term to mostly medium-term 
after years or reluctance by 


Western countries to help out 
anA anything beyond snort- 
term credits.” it said. 

Iran, which is facing a hos- 
tile United States that tried 
unsuccessfully to derail the 
rescheduling talks, could also 
earn up to $4 billion more 
from higher oil prices than 
anticipated in its cautious 
budget for the 1994/95 finan- 
cial year which started on 
March 21. MEED said. 

“The government’s fi- 
nances are thus in much bet- 
ter shape now than even six 

months ago. Certainly, Iran 
can start looking ahead and 
pl anning for the first time in 
two years,” it added. 

MEED listed the resche- 
duling so far as: Germany 


$2.71 billion, Japan $2 bil- 
lion, Italy $1.4 bfllion, Au- 
stria $466 million, Switzer- 
land $312 million, France 
$300 million, Denmark $210 
million, the Netherlands 


Belgium and Sweden $140 
million each. 

It said there was more than 
$200 milli on in private short- 
term arrears to Britain now 
.under negotiation for resche- 
duling and another $1 to $2 
billion of mostly private res- 
chedulings expected. 

By rescheduling the ex- 
id $10 billion, Iran will 


ve spread out jsa^ments 


in- 


between 1994 nd 
eluding a two-year grace 
period. But the annual pay- 
ments will continue to 


account for 20-2 5 per cent of 
estimated oil revenues, it 
added. 

MEED projected total 
foreign debt repayments as 
follows: 1994: $3.5 billion, 
1995: $1.6 billion'. 1996: S4.4 
billion, 1997: $4.1 billion, 
1998: $3.85 billion and 1999: 
$3.57 billion. 

It said that payments of 
about $800 milli on in the year 
2000 would cover only in- 
terest and principal from pre- 
vious medium and long-term 
loans. Annlial payments after 
that would be insignificant if 
Iran does not take on any 
new loans. 

The weekly said Iran 
would have to adhere rigor- 
ously to this schedule or race 
the wrath of international 


bankers and state insurance 
agencies. 

Speaking of a host of se- 
rious economic difficulties 
and a restive population, 
MEED suggests the resche- 
dulings provide a breathing 
space but do not resolve 
underlying problems. 

After reviewing the delays 
suffered by President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani’s econo- 
mic restructuring plans, it 

3 uoted analysts as arguing 
jat economic reform cannot 
succeed without parallel poli- 
tical liberalisation. 

“Any such move will be 
difficult as rag as the siege men- 
tality fostered by U.S.-led 
international hostility con- 
tinues to prevail,” it added. 


MEES sees oil price rise in the medium term 


NICOSIA (R) — A slide on 
oil prices in recent weeks may 
have run its course, with a 
price rise likely in the' 
medium term, the Middle 
East Economic Survey 
(MEES) said Monday. 

“There is ample evidence 
that points in the direction of 
higher — not lower — prices, 
at least in the medium term,” 
the Cyprus-based newsletter 


said. 

‘The fact that the contan- 
go in crude prices (in which 
forward prices are higher 
than those for physical car- 
goes) has intensified recently 
indicates that the crude mar- 
ket itself is not convinced 
lower prices are here to 
stay," it added. 

Brent Blend crude futures 
for October delivery, used as 


a benchmark for world oil 
prices, opened at $16.30 a 
Darrel in London Monday 
from a peak of $19.41 on 
Aug. 1. 

MEES said the market had 
been taking a more relaxed 
view of further Nigerian oil 
output cuts and focused on 
bearish factors such as fore- 
casts of high North Sea out- 
put and extensive U.S. and 


European refinery turnar- 
ounds later in the year. 

But it said although Niger- 
ia’s oil output bad stabilised 
around 1.5 milli on barrels per 
day (b/d) in the midst of an 
oil workers' strike, the poli- 
tical situation there was still 
highly volatile with observers 
expecting a “decisive crunch’’ 
between army rulers and the 
pro-democracy opposition 


within weeks. 

The strike has cut Nigerian 
output by about 20 per cent 
ana MEES said there was no 
evidence that other Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) members 
would make up the shortfall, 
winch would mean a major 
violation of their agreement 
not to raise output before the 
eod of the year at least. 


Farm loans, talk of aid to firms drive rouble down 


MOSCOW (R) — The rou- 
ble slithered to a new low 
around 2,190 to the dollar 
Monday, a victim of govern- 
ment loans to ailing agricul- 
ture and traders’ fears that 
the state will issue new cre- 
dits to help companies sur- 
vive. 

“The government has 
hinted it will support indus- 
try, and there has been talk 
about the possibility of for- 
giving companies’ debts,” 
said Igor Doronin, a market 
analyst with the Moscow In- 
terbank Currency Exchange 
(MICEX). 

“Such ideas are s t i r rin g up 
inflationary expectations and 
raising speculative activi- 
ties,” he pointed out. 

The currency, which is not 
freely convertible- on world 
markets, has fallen six per 
cent over the last month amid 
a big rouble surplus. 

The rouble fen to 2,171 per 
rinllar on the exchange from 
2,151 on ! Friday xad 2,112 a 
week ago. 


But, unusually, it traded 
well below the MICEX rate 
on the interbank market, 
where banks quoted the cur- 
rency as low as 2,190 roubles 
per dollar. The gap between 
the MICEX rate and the in- 
terbank rate is rarely more 
than five points. 

Dealers expected the rou- 
ble’s slide to continue despite 
efforts by the Russian central 
bank to dose a gap between 
ly and demand at daily 
ig sessions on MICEX. 
“A rouble surplus persists 
after the credit emission and 
die situation on the currency 
market is panicky. The cen- 
tral bank is trying to brake 
die rouble's bail, but it does 
not always succeed,” said 
Stanislav Tregub, treasurer at 

Business Bank.,- 

The central b ank sold $20 
million during trade on' 
MICEX on Monday, but 
traders said actual central 
banks sales recently 
accounted for most of net 
trading volumes on the ex- 


change. 

Net turnover, which 
ignores compulsory exchange 
of some export earnings, was 
a new record of $165.45 mil- 
lion on Monday, up from last 
week’s previous record of 
$161.40 million. 

“The rouble slumped to- 
day after the central bank 
decided to save some dollars. 
Of course it's stupid to sell 
$150 milli on a day,” said a 
dealer who declined to be 
named. 

Traders expect the rouble 
to coatiaoe railing by about 
10 points a day, although 
some dealers think the rail 
could slow as h anks take pro- 
fits on tire rouble’s recent 
slide. 

But a dealer from De~ 
Jovaya„ RossLya. said_jsome_ 
b anks were selling dollars at 
the request of tne Russian 
central bank in an effort to 
help tiie bank prop up the 
rouble. 

Meanwhile, Russia’s acting 
finance minister, in a sharp 


reaction to a plea for debt 
forgiveness from a govern- 
ment colleague, said Russia 
had no intention of asking the 
West to write off its debts. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted . Sergei Dubinin as 
saying that Russia’s relations 
with creditors were based on 
the need for stria observance 
of all debt service obliga- 
tions. 

“Suspension of foreign 
debt payments would auto- 
matically mean that existing 
credit lines along wticfc Russia 
receives aid are closed,” 
TASS quoted Mr. Dubinin as 
saying m an interview in the 
histone city of Yaroslavl to 
the north of Moscow. 

Foreign Trade Minister 
Oleg Davydov, breaking 
ranks, -witL- cabinet col- 
leagues, suggested last week 
that creditors write off some 
of Russia’s debts, effectively 
as a quid pro quo for Russia's 
role in bringing the cold war 
to an end. 

Russia bas struggled to re- 


pay debts of $80 billion inher- 
ited from the former Soviet 
Union and creditor states 
have agreed to reschedule 
these debts, giving Moscow 
extra time to pay. 

Bat Russian officials have 
so far refrained from asking 
creditors to forgive their 
debts, fearing that this could 
make it harder to borrow in 
the future. 

Mr. Dubinin said Russia 
intended to continue payii 
its debts regularly “accoi 
to established rules.” 

The finance ministry shares 
for debt talks 


with the economics ministry 
of Alexander Shokhin. Mr. 
Davydov's foreign trade 
ministry is not directly re- 
sponsible for the issue, 
—.western states are worried 
that repaying Russia’s foreign 
debt could put an unbearable 
strain on a triple economy. 
But at the same time they 
would like to see Russia 
serve its credibility as a 
rower. 


ernnan churches lambast gap between rich and poor 


BONN (R) — Germany’s 
two main churches have 
attacked- the welfare policies 
of Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democrats, saying 
they had divided society into 
winners and losers. 

“society shares responsibil- 
ity for the living conditions of 
its worst-off,” the Catholic 
and Protestant churches said 
in a joint study 
The church criticism came 


two days after Mr. Kohl said 
in a broadcast interview that 
he wanted cuts in unemploy- 
ment and other benefits after 
October’s general election to 
ensure that the jobless do not 
end up with higher incomes 
than wage-earners. 

His statement was de- 
fended by Christian 

Democrat 1 (CDU) General 
Secretary Petere Hintze, who 
told German radio: “We 


want to build structures that 
motivate the jobless to find 
work. Everyone has a duty to 
contribute, whether partially 
or wholly, to their own liveli- 
hood." 

The churches said in their 
study, which was meant to 
have been published after the 
October elections and which 
church officials said had not 
been formally adopted, that 
people in need should not be 


stigmatised and shut out from 
society. 

It specifically criticised the 
“division of society into win- 
ners and losers.” 

The study also lambasted 
tiie government's handling of 
unification in 1990 which was 
meant to have been a new 
biginning for east Germans 
“but had actually ended for 
.^Juindreds of thousands in de- 
solption and unemploy- 


ment." 

Opposition Social Demo- 
crat (SPD) leader Rudolf 
Scharping has criticised the 
government's plans to cut 
welfare, saying seven million 
people live below the poverty 
level in Germany and that the 
cuts would make them a 
permanent underclass. 

Mr. Hintze said the CDU 
plans would take the qual- 


ifications of the unemployed 
into account and that “a 
piano player, for example, 
would not be expected to do 
hard farm labour that could 
potentially injure his hands." 

Asked whether the govern- 
ment would draw up a “cata- 
logue” of suitable jobs for 
particular qualifications, Mr. 
Hintze said that would be up 
to the 16 federal states to 
decide individually. 


THE COUNSELOR WANTS 
! YOU TO LEAD IN OUR 
EREAKFAST PRAYER, SIR 



NO ONE CAN 
ACCUSE YOU 
OF VAIN 
REPETITIONS, 
CAN THEY, SIR? 


THE PANCAKES WERE 
GETTING COLD.. 







JSIFFJOJLT. SHE WONT TfcKE s] 
HIM BACK UNLESS THINGS GET * 
WDRSE-AND THINGS WONT 



HA HA HA HA 
HA HA HA a 

HA HA 



BIG SHOW 
DOWN! 

^ Hi Quality 

Low Prices 
UNBELIEVABLE 

£& DAJANl’S 

Gold Jewelry & Gems. 

Amra Hotel Shops. 6th Circle. Amman. 








“If this kiss knocks your socks off, 
try to aim them at the laundry pile!” 


Jumble not received 


South African labour 
aggression could backfire, 

central bank says 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Recent aggressive wage de- 
mands in South Africa could 
undermine, the country’s 
anti- inflatio n fight and post" 
apartheid reconstruction 
goals, the Reserve (central) 
Bank said Monday. 

The bank, in its annual 
economic review, painted a 
picture of widespread pover- 
ty and unemployment, and 
endorsed the high priority 
given by President Nelson 
Mandela’s three -monffi-ctid 

It gave warning, however, 
♦hat die high, sustained eco- 
nomic growth required to 
create jobs could be achieved 
only in a stable financial en- 
vironment. 

“A more equitable dis- 
tribution of wealth and in- 
come is difficult, if not almost 
impossible, to accomplish 
under conditions of high in- 
flation,” it declared. 

The report followed a wave 
of strikes, accompanying 
annual wage negotiations, 
aime d at securing tiie “better 
life for all” promised by Mr. 
Mandela's African National 
Congress (ANC) when it 
campaigned for April's first 
all-race elections. 

The bank said all new jobs 
created between 1981 and 
1989 were wiped out in the 
following four- and -a -half 
years, which spanned the 
country’s longest recession 
on record. 

As of last October, 29 per 
cent of the economically ac- 
tive population was unable to 
obtain paid work, it said. 

It noted South Africa’s 
monetary authorities had suc- 
ceeded in reducing inflation 
to single digits in 1993 for the 
fast tone m 20 years. And, 
with consumer prices running 
at an «nnn»l 7 J5 per cent in 


June, they had held h down 
this year. 

But, it added, productivity 
had shown poor improve- 
ment and higher labour costs 
did not augur well for the 
anti-inflation fight. 

“Recent aggressive wage 
demands, combined with the 
depreciation of the exchange 
mte of the rand, . may frus- 
trate the authorities in their 
efforts to curb the general 
rise in prices further,” the 
report pointed out 

It said risks included not 
■ only a threat of higher infla- 
tion, but also reduced de- 
mand for labour itself. 

Militant demands could en- 
courage the development of 
more capital-intensive pro- 
duction, affect business confi- 
dence and hold back private 
sector investment 

“Disorderly labour condi- 
tions arc therefore de- 
trimental to the objective of 
high employment-creating 
economic growth. By res- 
training output growth, such 
labour actions also limit the 
ability of the authorities to 
achieve the socio-economic 
upliftment of the popula- 
tion," it said. 

The report follows official 
projections that the economy 
could grow more than 2.5 per 
cent this year, after 1.2 per 
cent in 1993 which followed 
three years in a row of shrink- 
age. But 2.5 per cent growth 
would barely match tne rate 
of population increase. 

Economists say much 
stronger expansion of the 
economy is needed to make a 
success of the ANC-led gov- 
ernment's reconstruction 
programme aimed at creating 
jobs and tackling housing, 
health, education and other 
backlogs suffered by the five- 
to-one black majority under 
apartheid. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY-AUGUST 23, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, AstrotogeKCarroll Righter Foundation 

you can make more progress in 
the future. Be sure to spend your 
money wisely at all times today. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Study every phase of 
your monetary affairs mid find a 
better way of handling your fi- 
nances. Be more self-assured. 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
Discuss future plans with assod- November 21) Be more enthused 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Get rid of whatever is aiming 
disharmony as the Sun enters 
Virgo today. Look into any 
health concern that has been on 
your mind and exercise more 
patience in handling a pending 
civic matter. 


ates on any new projects. Good 
organisational work is the key to 
your success now. Sidestep a 
troublemaker. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Find a better way of handling 
your responsibilities and they are 
soon bound you. Meet the ex- 
pectations of a loved one. 


in regular routines and make 
more progress. Take no risks, 
with your reputation at this time 
or yon could be sorry. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Contact a 
trusted adviser who can give you 
good ideas so that you can adv- 
ance in career activities, which 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 50 ' ua P ortant » now. 

You can gain your aims now if CAFIUCORN: (December 22 to 
you schedule your time and acti- January 20) This is a good day to 
vities well. Relax and be con- concentrate on getting ahead in 
tented in the evening with your yonr hne of endeavour. Strive for 
mate. increased happiness inyour per- 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to *° nal Kfa * ~ 

July 21) Take no risks where AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
your health is concerned at tins February 19) Keep busy and 
time. Put a special talent you fecompUsh a great deal. Delve 
have to work and you will get rrito civic tasks and gam more 
noticed by higher-ups. prestige in your activities. Be 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) wwy newcomcra - 
Study new interests which could HG5CES: (February 20 to March 
profitable fra- you in tiie Go to the right sources for 
Take treatments to im- uuportant data you need. A new 
ve your appearance and project needs more study before 

going ahead with h. 

y®®? 5 (August 22 to Septem- Birthstone of August: 
ber 22) Set up a better system so Peridot — - Golden Quartz 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Mary E. Brmdamour 


n 


ACROSS 

1 Large number 

5 Adam's ate 
10 Splotch 

14 Woody's boy 

15 Soto 

16 Com bread 

17 Dental need 

19 KJter whale 

20 Squiggly teller 
31 Expressed 

disapproval 

22 Refrigerates 

23 Cruel ruler 
25 Ransack 

Z7 Magic board? 

30 Mr. and Mrs 
33 Lecherous one 
36 Snake 

38 Do something 

39 Disfigure 

40 Hairnet 

41 Costa — 

42 None. 

43 From stem to — 

44 Poet. Stephen 
vacant 

45 Try a case again 
47 Like a real. 

somet im es 
49 Unspoken 
51 Senior dMens 

55 Hope and Dole 

57 Msgdan's word 

60 Way down 

61 Border on 

62 Sham 

64 Acting plum 

65 Result 

66 Vary short 
astanca 

67 Comhusfcer 
State: abbr 

68 Considers 

69 Try out 

DOWN 

iGreoed 

2 Came up 

3 Embroi de ry 
thread 

4 Little tyke 
5Efc 

6 Woo is met 

7 Prepare a salad 

8 Computer 
command 



*l»4TneunB__ 

9 Emended again 

10 Ruined 

11 Translucent 
cerame 

12 Fairy tale 

opener 
'3 Afternoon 
functions 
18 Part ot D-Day 
24 Frost work 
26 Evergreen 

28 Fonda or 
Seymour 

29 Idolize 

31 — honxy 

32 ERA or RBI 

33Shant 

34 Donated 

35 Idea symbol 
37 Spanish lady 

40 Removed, as 
_ bam 

41 Foxx 

43 Pouch 

44 Down under 
4f Spring holiday 
48 Nines 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


PJHHS nnonn mninn 
ornnn nranan nnnn 
nHHS n nC5Qi:] nnnn 
□QQDBano nnnonn 
nnrcn 
RonQcinRn 
gnnnQ nnnn nnnra 
ESHE rcncinn nnnrc 

OQBonnnn nnnRno 
nnr ,Rnnn nnnn 
Sgonoo nnannnnfl 
nnDB rannnn nftnir 
unnrt nnnnra annn 
nrann tanmnn nnran 


50 Threefold 

52 Make happy 

53 A bed of*-^ 

54 Used a broom 

55 Farm bunging 


56 woodwind 

58 Or 

59 Ruvoown piw - - 
63 Tune xon« 

toner* j., 
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6.56 ! 

4.56 

4.68 

4 . 75 
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4.06 

4.25 
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5.43 

5.75 

6.12 

1.93 i 

2.12 

2.72 

2.43 

5.62 ! 

$.78 

6.72 

6.12 
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Awad takes charge 
of Middle East Bank 


AMMAN — Former Indus- 
try and Trade Secretary 
General Maiwan Awad, who 
recently resigned his post, 
has assumed his new post as 

S mCTal manager of the Mid- 
e East Investment Bank in 
Amman. 

Mr. Awad, who had work- 
ed for the ministry for the 
past three years, had earlier 
served with the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) and the 
Arab Institute for Banking 
Studies. 

Mr. Awad, who is the 
second general manager of 
the bank that was set up a 
year ago, received his educa- 
tion in the United States, 
where be obtained a masters 
degree in economics, 
attended numerous training 
courses in Europe, the Un- 
ited States and Japan and had 
once served as expen in 
banking business with the 



Rabin government rocked 
by tax storm, stock plunge 


MarwanAwad 

Jeddah-based Islamic De- 
velopment Bank. 

The Middle East Invest- 
ment Bank, winch has 18 
branches around the King- 
dom, is the new entity that 
replaced REFCO (Real 
Estate Finance Corporation). 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s Labour govern- 
ment was mired in a credibil- 
ity crisis Monday as Israel’s 
public and media blamed 
their leaders for a stock mar- 
ket selling frenzy that rocked 
the country. 

An avalanche of selling 
marked the Sunday reopen- 
ing of trading on the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange* with some 
shares plummeting as much 
as 20 per cent The market 
stabilised Monday. 

Sunday’s spree was caused 
by Finance Minister Avra- 
h am Shohat's shock 
announcement on Tuesday of 
plans for a 10 per cent tax on 
stock profits. The news 
angered the tens of thousands 
of investors, big and small, 
who play Israel's bourse. 

“For the first time a «m»n 
but dangerous crack has 
opened in Yitzhak Rabin’s 
shield of reliability,’ 1 said an 
unprecedented anti- 
government blast in Labour's 
own Davar daily. “The mar- 
ket’s severe plunge and the 
increasingly grave public 
reaction could deal the prime 
minister a fatal blow.” 

Mr. Rabin, widely quoted 
earlier this year as saying 
there would be no capital- 
gains tax, stirred a firestorm 
of criticism last week as his 
endorsement of the plan 


backfired spectacularly. 

“When speaking of a prime 
minister and finance minis- 
ter, don't expect them to tell 
the whole truth when speak- 
ing of a devaluation or new 
tax policy,” said Mr. Rabin, 
whose popularity is based in 
no small part on a reputation 
for honesty. 

In market-mad Israel the 
tax announcement shoved 
issues of war and peace sud- 
denly onto the bade burner. 
Israeli investors lost more 
than $3 billion in the Sunday 
sell-off, traders said. 

The cabinet, acting on Mr. 
Rabin’s instructions, checked 
the market’s slide — but 
widened its own credibility 
gap — by offering investors a 
vaguely-worded optional tax 
plan. 

After falling more than 
nine per cent Sunday the 
market’s benchmark Mishta- 
nira blue chip index rallied 
slightly Monday, gaining 3.8S 
points or 235 per cent in late 
trading to 169.06. 

The option, whose details 
are yet to be worked out, 
offers investors the choice of 
paying the 10 per cent tax. or 
deducting tosses from profits 
which would tbeh be taxed at 
a higher rate. 

A poll in Yediotb Ahar- 
onotb newspaper showed 61 
per cent of Israelis surveyed 
Sunday said the government 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsesaon on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3741/51 

1.5345/55 

1.7228/38 

13930/40 

31.65/69 

5.2637/87 

1567.8/9.3 

97.94/04 

7.5389/89 

6.7520/70 

6.0760/10 

SI .5460/70 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $381.60/382.10 


had handled the tax issue 
“badly." 

Even within the cabinet 
critirisxn was biting. 

Tourism Minister Uzi 
Baram said the government’s 
image had been seriously 
harmed by the issue. He said 
that during a Sunday cabinet 
meetig he had attacked the 
decision-making process. 

“The tax is justified, but 1 
doubt the wisdom of declar- 
ing it at a time when the 
market is already hobbling," 
he told Israel radio. The blue 
chip index has lost 35 per cent 
of its value since January. 

Mr. Rabin, keen to mobil- 
ise support fur his Middle 
East peace moves and facing 
reelecrion in 1996, can ill 


Syria to 
build third 
refinery 
with Saudi, 
Gulf help 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria 
'.rill soon build its third major 
oil refinery with 75 per cent 
Saudi an’d Gulf backing, 
Arab diplomats have saia. 

Syria’s Higher Investment 
Council, headed by Prime 
Minister Mahmoud A) 
Zohbi, has approved the re- 
finery project with a daily 
opacity of 150 tonnes which 
will also be 25 per cent 
funded by Syria. 

The project’s cost and loca- 
tion. which will include a 
petrochemicals plant, was not 
revealed. 

Syria’s oil production aver- 
aged 550.000 barrels per day 
(b/d) in 1993, and about 
245.000 b/d are refined 
locally. 

Syria has a refinery in 
Homs. 180 kilometres north 
of Damascus, and another in 
B any as. on the northern 
coast. 
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1 Hour Service 
Develop your , colour film at 
our shop and ge£> 
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afat 30 % Invar 


ggif I I 

INSECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 






Cafe' 


Hamburgeis+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday doeed 

Long 



~ AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-eoodiiioeed Lounge 
and Out side Tcrraca 


jMj] 

Wmm 


« Prmm dafarge- 
mmn t 20 x 30 cm 




HOME MAPE PASTA & 

SALAdS.. PIZZA. SANPWICHfS 



Shzncisaai - Opp. GrimBays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 \ 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Barbequefor 


81 6690 
86394-1 

La Vita Lounge 
1 2:00 pm - v - Late 




TU* mvnty H awmBaMm 

Shat AMrab Straat 
Um Uhatmh ConmmcU Crt* 

TtL: Ml 174 
•act lasted AtwegsUvN 





To Suit All 
Budgets 


Tel: f 11214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 


Air Ccncfitidned Hall 


Theflist&best 
. Chinas* Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — MidnigBt . 


SELECT HOTEL 


ior Hotel Services for 
men & Families & its 


eGrEsCo BaR 


@ Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
® Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A! Wcbdch/Tcl.637 I01/6.V7 102 




/ / » 

CS •«>* 


Pizza 

Pasta 

Exotic Sandwiches 

VrHamboruefll^fe 




isaa-Td 680670 


670f^ 


tUtf Sutt i 

offordoblc p-icci 
v.v. cool : 1 

Time Out Bar ! ! 

iwi.-iliyi'ti - H 63 


SMARTZ 

International Cuisine 

5ummer Garden 
Lunches 
Dinners 
Drinks 
Snacks 


Op«i 

Noon id MkMgM 
SwnnUBytaWMk 


3LEPHONE : 815987 



afford handing the splintered « 
rightist opposition fresh j 
ammunition! I 

The opposition Likud, call- ? 
ing the tax proposals 
“hopelessly confined," said it 
would present an alternative 
of a one per cent tax cm all 
transactions. 


Maariv daily scored the 
government's handling of (he 
tax a s a “grotesque failure.'' 
Unnamed ministers were 
quoted as saying Shohat had 
“buried” Rabin and “will 
have to go.” 

Treasury officials Monday 
said they hoped the wont was 
over. But commentators said 
the mild rally could signal 
.nothing more than a brief 
respite before further drops. 

NEC plans 
to invest 
$lb in new 
chip plant 

TOKYO (R) — Strong glob- 
al personal computer sales 
and prospects of surging de- 
mand for semiconductors 
have led Japan's biggest drip 
maker, NEC Corp., to take a 
gamble on a pant new plant. 

NEC said Monday it would 
invest about $1 billion in a 
new production line for 16- 
megabit and 64-megabit 
dynamic random access 
memory chips (DRAMS) at 
either its plant in Scotland or 
its plant in California. 

“The actual investment 
will be approximately $1 tril- 
lion but the location has not 
been decided yet," NEC 
spokesman Mark Pearce told 
Reuters. “Both go v ernments 
are trying hard to get the 
NEC contract.” 

Analysts welcomed the 
new investment plan, the 
subject of months of specula- 
tion, as they foresee an acute 
shortage of semiconductors 
in the late 1990s. 

‘To get the business prog- 
ramme for the years 1998- 
2000 going, NEC has to start 
preparing now... many other 
DRAM producers will prob- 
ably follow suit,” said Osanni 
Otake, president of research 
company Semicon Research. 

According to estimates by 
semiconductor makers, the 
global market will double to 
$200 billion by 2000. aided by 
strong demand for personal 
computers and development 
in multimedia equipment, 
fropm $100 billion in 1996. 

A more conservative fore- 
cast by some Japanese firms 
puts the figure at $150 billion. 

Mr. Otake said the new 
plant would provide NEC’s 
earnings with an effective 
shield against the impact of 
the high yen. 

NEC, which last year lost 
its position as the world’s 
biggest semiconductor chip 
maker to U.S.-based Intel 
Corp., already makes 15 per 
cent of its semicondutois 
abroad, the highest percen- 
tage of any Japanese com- 
pany. The new plant would 
raise the figure to some 20 
per cent, Mr. Pearce said. 

Other analysts said that 
even with NEC’s new plant, 
semiconductor supplies will 
be far short of anticipated 
global demand. 

“In view of prospects that 
demand for 16-megabit 
DRAMs will likely rearm 600 
million units a year by 1996. 
large DRAM makers should 
each be able to produce five 
million units a month by 
then,** said Masahiko Ishmo, 
an analyst at Yamaichi Re- 
search Institute of Securities 

and Economics. 

“But under the current 
programmes announced by 
the makers, they will be mak- 
ing only three million units a 
month,” he added. 

“The $1 billion investment 
is not surprising, considering 
Intel plans $2.4 billion capital 
investment in 1994," he 
noted. 

Intel recently said $1.3 bil- 
lion of that would go to in- 
crease its semiconductor pro- 
duction facilities in California 
and Oregon. Construction 
could start by year's end. 

NEC repotted 25.1 billion 
yen ($256 million) in group 
pretax profits m the year 
which ended in March, a 
turnaround from a 47.6 bil- 
lion yen ($485 million) loss a 
year earlier. 

The company forecasts a 
60 billion yen ($612 million) 
group pretax profit for the 
year ending March 1995. 

In 1993, NEC had a global 
semiconductor share of 7.4 
per cent, according to Data- 
quest Japan. 
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S. Africa wins its first medal, Aussies’ swimming streak ends 


VICTORIA, British Col- 


umbia (AP) — South Africa, 
is the Commonwealth 


in the Commonwealth 
Games for the first time in 36 
years, earned its first medal 
Sunday after a controversial 
cycling finish. Australia's 10- 
race winning streak in the 
pool ended in stunning 
fashion wiht three losses, and 
Canada swept all five wrest- 
ling finals. 


Mark Rendell, a plumber, 
won the gruelling men's 
181 .9-kilometre cycling road 
race in 4 hours, 46 minutes, 
7.91 seconds, leading a 1-2 
New Zealand finish. 

South African Willem En- 

g elbrecht was awarded the 
ronze medal after a protest 
by Australian Grant Rice 
against England’s Chris Lilly- 
white, the original third-place 
finisher. 


Following the appeal, Lti- 
lywhite, who was accused of 
impeding Rice* progress, was 
dropped to fifth. Rice was 
elevated from fifth to fourth 
and Engel brecht was moved 
from fourth to third. 

“I feel vindicated,” Rice 
said. “I was in third place 
with 100 metres to race and 
Lillywhite reached oat and 
grabbed me by the shorts to 
give himself a sling past 
me.. ..There was no reason 
for Lillywhite to do what he 
did. I bad ridden with the guy 
for four hours and he does 
this to me.” 


Lillywhite said he fended 
off Rice because “the Austra- 
lian saw me coming and tried 
to pat me into the wall.” 

The smiling Engelbrecht 
was presented his medal by 
Michael Fennell, newly 
elected president of the Com- 
monwealth Games Federa- 
tion. 

The last time the South 
Africans competed in the 
games, at Cardiff, Wales in 
1958. They won 31 medals — 
13 golds, 10 stivers and 8 
bronzes. 

Rendell won by more than 
two minutes over teammates 
Brian Fowler, who earned his 
third consecutive silver medal 
and his sixth medal in a 
career dating to the 1982 
Commonwealth Games. 

Fowler, a three-time 
Olympian, dedicated die race 
to his late father. 

Trevor Fowler died in a 
velodrome accident only two 
days before the 1990 games. 

“It’s four years later and 
I'm at the games again,” the 
emotional Fowler, the New 
Zealand flag bearer, said be- 
fore Sunday's race “It has 
brought it all back. It's hard 
to forget about a thing like 
that. There are a lot of 
memories that are flooding 
bade right now.” 

In the women's cycling 
road race, Kathryn Watt, the 
1992 Olympic champion from 
Australia, easily defended 
her Commonwealth title, 
beating runner-up Linda 
Jackson of Canada by 30 
seconds. 

Watt completed the 963- 
kilometre race — nine laps of 
a 10.7-kilometre circuit 
around the University of Vic- 
toria and adjacent Mount 
Tolmie Park — in 2:48:04.73. 

It was the second gold 
medal of the 1994 games for 
Watt. She was part of the 
Australian team that won the 
team time trial Friday. 

Jackson, who lives in Los 
Altos H3is, Calif., and gave 
up a career in investment 
banking in San Francisco to 
pursue cycling, was delighted 
at finishing second. 

“The thrill of coming up 
the homestretch with the 
crowd cheering gave me 
goosebumps,” said Jackson, 
who is from Ottawa. “I don’t 
regret it (being a cyclist) for a 
second.” 


In gymnastics, Neil Tho- 
mas. England’s flag bearer at 
the opening ceremonies, won 
the men's all-around title 


with 55.950 points. Thomas, 
a two-time silver medallist in 


floor exercise at the world 
championships, also had got- 
ten a bronze in Saturday's 
team event. 

Canada’s Stella Umeh. 19, 
who has been competing in 
gymnastics since she was 6, 



Gillian Clark of England returns a shot during the 
women’s doable of the team final against Malaysia at 
the Commonwealth Games in Victoria Clark and her 
partner Julie Bradbury defeated Malaysia to win the 
gold medal (AFP photo) 


won the women’s all-around 
title with 38.400 points. 

Umeh, a high school stu- 
dent from Toronto, was first 
in the vault, balance beam 
and uneven bars and finished 
second in the floor exercise. 

Australia's Rebecca 
Stoyel, winner of the floor 
exercise, finished second 
overall with 38.037 points. 

In shooting, gold medals 
went to Canadian brothers 
Mark and Matthew Bedling- 
ton in the men’s pairs running 
target, Canadians Sharon 
Bowes and Karen Morton in 
the women's pairs smallbore 
rifle, three position, India's 
Jaspal Rana and Ashok Pan- 
dit in die men’s pairs centre- 
fire pistol, and Australia's 
Albert Bowden and Geoffrey 
Grenfell in the Full bo re rifle 


pans. 

England won the team., 
badminton title, upsetting 
Malaysia 15-4, 16-18, 18-16. 


Canada’s Stephen Clarke 
ended Australia's wining 
streak and England collected 
two golds, by backstroker 
Adam Ruckwood and the 
women’s freestyle relay team 
Sunday as the rest of the 
Commonwealth hit back at 
the Australian dominance of 
the swimming pool. 

The Australians won only 
two of the five golds, Hayley 
Lewis — a five-time winner 
at Auckland four years ago 
— collecting her second of 
the games and Nicole 
Stevenson upsetting country- 
woman Elli .Overton. 

They had won nine of the 
previous 10 finals. 

Lewis won the 400 frees- 
tyle and Stevenson trium- 
phed in the 100 backstroke, 
increasing Australia's total to 
11 golds in 15 events. Eng- 
land now has three in the 
pool and Canada one. 

Clarke’s victory in the 100- 
metre freestyle brought a 
huge sigh of relief to Cana- 
dian swim fans, afraid they 
would not see a home vic- 
tory. The Australians, in fact, 
had boasted before the games 
that their team would won 
every gold. 

“By my winning a gold, 
now maybe we can relax and 
we can swim our races with- 
out the pressure of people 
wondering when we are going 
to win one,” said Clarke, foe 
first non-Australian to win 
the 100 free in 24 years. 

Clarke, who won a silver in 


the 100 butterfly Saturday 
after losing the lead in the 
closing metres, ended the 
Aussie streak with a powerful 
second lap swim after Austra- 
lia's Andy Baildon appeared 
to get a flying start. 


furnished flat for rent 


Single floor flat, consists of two bedrooms. Sitting, 
living & dining rooms, with a porch, small garden. 
Separate heating & tel. 

Located near Region Hotel. 

Please call 671860 


A NEW BUILT MODERN STYLE VELLA 1 
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Baildon, who won four 


golds at Auckland, clocked 
23.66 to lead at the turn by a 


half-body length, but Clarke 
powered through to take the 
lead with 25 metres reraain- 


Chris Fydler, another Au- 
stralian who was the fastest 


qualifier, attacked in the last 
few metres, but Clarice won 


lew metres, but Clarice won 
by an arms length in 50.21. 
Fydler was 030 behind and 
Baildon took the bronze in 
50.71. 

“When 1 got the gold med- 
al it was more a sense of relief 
than anything.” Clarke said. 
“I was up late last night 
thinking what might have 
been (in the butterfly final). I 
was frustrated.” 


In a see-sawing men's 200 
backststroke, Ruckwood. the 
fastest' qualifier;' led at the 
first turn but lost the lead to • 
Canada's Kevin Draxinger at 
die halfway mark. 

The Englishman regained 
the lead by 0.24 at the third 
turn and produced a burst of 
power early on die fourth lap 
that left the Canadian be- 
hind. 

While Ruckwood finished 
m a games’ record 2:00.79, 
Draxinger managed to bold 
on to silver in 2:02.19, with 
Australia's Scott Miller tak- 
ing the bronze in 2:02.43. 

Canada’s Gary Anderson 
set the previous games mark 
of 2:01.69 four years ago at 
Auckland. 


'The spirit in die English 
team has been fantastic since 
Karen Pickering won the 
opening gold medal.” Ruck- 
wood said at a news confer- 
ence while watching the 
women's 400 freestyle team 
win the final gold of the day. 

“It’s been at the top level 
since then and now it's get- 


ting even better.' 
The Australian 


The Australian relay four- 
some were expected to at 
least make a sweep of the 
women’s events Sunday but 
were caught by the En glish 
squad of Susan Rolph, Alex- 
andra Bennett, Claire Hud- 
dart and Pickering. 

The Canadian team of 
Marianne Limpert, Shannon 
Shakespeare, Jessica Amey 
and Glencora Maughan led 
for most of the race until 
Maughan took on 100-metre 
freestyle champion Picker- 
ing. 

Pickering, who set off in 
third, more than a second 
behind, turned up the power 
to charge past the Canadian 
and lead the team to victory 
in a games’ record 3:46.23. 
Australia set the previous 
mark of 3:46.85 four years 
ago. 

Karen van Wirdum also 
pased Maughan to snatch the 
silver for Australia' in 
3:46.73. Canada clocked 
3:47.25 for the bronze. 


“It’s good to be able to 
show the Australians that 
they're not unbeatable,” said 
Pickering whose final leg was 
55.44. “And it was our team 
strength, too, in the relay. 
We snowed that they won’t 
have it all their own way.” 

Lems clocked a compara- 
tively si wo 4:12.56 to collect 
her second gold of these 
championships. Third in the 
early stages, she moved 
smoothly ahead of Canada's 
Stephanie Richardson and 
Australian Julie Majer and 
moved a half-body length 
ahead at halfway. 

England’s Sarah Hardcas- 
de, who won the title in 1986, 
ledl the chasers along with 
Canada’s Nikki Dryden, 
swimming in her home city, 
and who had the fastest qual- 
ifying time. 

With 100 metres to go, it 


was Lewis’ race although 
Hardcastle kept chasing, only 
to be caught for the silver 


medal by another Australian, 
Stacey Gaitrell. 


Stacey Gartrell. 

The silver medallist's time 
was 4:13.06, exactly a half- 
second slower than Lewis, 
and Hardcastle clocked 
4:13.29. 

Tm more relieved than 
anything after the way I 
swam before in the medley,” 
said Lewis, whose other gold 
game in the 800 freestyle 
relay. “I was despondant af- 
ter that race but this makes 
up for it.” 

In the women's backstroke 
final, Stephenson went off 
fast in lane one and hit the 
turn in 30.83. She maintained 
that pace down the second 
length and, although Overton 
appeared to dose near the 
end, Stephenson held on in 
1:02.68. Overton docked 
1:02.90 and England's 
Katherine Osher gamed the 
bronze in 1:03.27, edging 
South African team captain 
Marianne Kriel. 


If there is such a thing as a 
home mat advantage, Cana- 
da certainly had it. 

The host countiy won nine 
of 10 gold medals in wrestling 
at the Commonwealth 
Games, swept along by a 
whooping, hollering home 
crowd drat packed the Juan 
de Fuca Recreation Centre 
Arena.- 

Canada won all five match- 
es Sunday night, running 
their streak to nine in a row. 


The only gold they didn't win 
came in the first final Satur- 


came in the first final Satur- 
day, when Paul Ragusa tore 
ligaments in his left ankle and 
had his 48-kilogramme match 
with Nigeria's Jacob Isaac 
called on because of injury. 

The nine golds matched 
Canada's performance the 


last time wrestling was part of 
the Commonwealth Games' 


the Commonwealth Games' 
eight years ago in Scotland. 

“We thought that we bad a 
strong team,” Canadian 
coach Rob Moore said. 
“We’re sending some strong 
competitors to the world 
championships, too.” 

Five of the Canadian win- 
ners will compete in the 
World Championships, which 
start Tuesday in Istanbul — 
Justin Abdou at 82 kilogram- 
mes. Rob Dawson at 56 
kilogrammes, Scott Bianco at 
90 kilo grammes, Marty Cal- 
der at 62 kilogrammes and 
David Hohl at 74 kilogram- 
mes. 


Ragusa would have gone, 
too, if not for the injury. 

Two of Canada’s victories 
Sunday were extremely close 
calls. 

At 90 kQos, Bianco fell 
behind Nigeria’s Kodei Vic- 
tor 3-0, then rallied and 
scored the tying point with 
thre seconds to play. 

“From then on there was 
no way he was going to beat 
me,'* Bianco said. 

Victor was so upset be 
didn't come to the interview 


area. 

At 62 kilogrammes, Cakler 
scored the winning point with 
17 seconds remaining in a 

a 3-1 victory over John 
s of England. 

Both Victor and Melting 
filed protests, but failed to 
change the outcome of the 
matches. 

Melting’s protest alleging 
Calder was guilty of a false 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

New super ground floor apartment, garden, 3. 
bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, 2 balconies, salon, sitting 
room, living room, L-shaped. Umm Uthaina. 

Tel.: 686632, 695476, 695281 


FOR SALE 

DUTY NOT PAID 


1991 silver metallic BMW 31 Sis; high-performance sports 
package, tow mileage, 5-speed manual transmission, 
sun-roof, AM/FM/MW radio/stereo cassette, regular ser- 
vicing by BMW, in excellent condition. Owner leaving 
country. Must see to appreciate. 

Call 821326 


start was upheld, but because 
the score was tied 1-1 when 
the infraction occured. Cat- 
tier's victory stood. 

The evening began with 
Selwyn Tam from nearby 
Vancouver dominating Eng- 
land's Andrew Hutchinson 
10-0 in the 52-kilogramme 
final. 

Canada’s Andrew Bodor- 
ow defeated Bidei Jackson of 
Nigeria 5-3 at 130 kilogram- 
mes, bolding on despite suf- 
fering an ankle injury with 1 
minute and 41 seconds left in 
the match. The home team's 
final victory was an easy one, 
with Hohl pinning Reinold 
Ozotine of Australia with 
3:10 remaining in teh match. 

Huntchinson, who also 
holds Ca nadian citizenship 
and trains in Calgary, had 
nothing but compliments for 


foe Canadian programme. 

“You should be proud of 
foe Canadians because really 
they’ve come far in foe inter- 
national wrestling scene,” he 


said. “They’ve come up to 
foe too five in the world. ” 


foe top five in the world.” 
Moore said eighth-best was 
probably a realistic assess- 
ment, but he acknowledged 
that tire programme in Cana- 
da has come to a long way. 

“Over the last 15 years, 
we’ve gone from hoping to do 
well at tire Commonwealth 
Games to expecting to do 
well," he said. 

In fact, he said, it’s harder 
for a wrestler to win the 
Canadian national cham- 
pionship than it is to win foe 
Commonwealth gold. 


Olympics, is hurting. He 
n *+A+ri two stitches in ms 
face after a fight with Amer- 
ican Denis Mitchell following 
the Zurich meet and skipped 
foe Brussels event. 

Surin, the 1993 world in- 
door champion at 60 metres, 
also is subpar physically. He 
had surgery last month to 
remove cartilage from his left 
knee. If the Commonwealth 
Games had been anywhere 
but m Canada, it is unlikely 
Surin would be competing. 

If Christie, Fredericks, 
Surin, Adeniken and Effiong 
compete at their best, the 100 
coukf be foe marquee event 
of foe track and field Effiong 
beat Christie last month at 
Linz, Austria. The first round 
and quarterfinals will be 
Monday, with the semifinals 
and final Tuesday. 

Fredericks, Adeniken and 
Effiong also are doubling in 
foe 200, and could face Eng- 
land's John Regis, foe 1990 
silver medallist. . Regis, 
however, is doubtful because 
of a strained Achilles, suffer- 
ing at the European Cham- 
pionships. 

The schedules for Gunnel 
and Jackson will not be as 
difficult as for foe sp r inters , 
each having to run only 
twice, in the semifinals and 
final 


TRACK 


The Britons are here with 
their best — Linford Christie, 
Sally Gunnell and Colin Jack- 
son. The Kenyans brought 
their young runners in place 
of their distance stars. And 
South Africa is poisaed to 
win its first gold medal in 36 
years. 

That’s die overall picture 
as track and field beans at 
foe Commonwealth Games 
Monday. 


Gunnell, the world record 
holdelr and Olympic and 
world champion in the 
women's 400 hurdles, begins 
defense of her Common- 
wealth title in Wednesday’s 
semis. Jackson, competing 
for Wales, is the world 
record-holder, world cham- 
pion and defending Com- 
monwealth champion in tire 
110-metre hurdles. His semi- 
final heat is Monday, with the 


final Tuesday. 

Kenya, which has domin- 


ated the men’s distance races 
at recent Olympics and 
World Championships, did 
not send its best runners, 
such as Moses Kiptanui, 
world record-holder at two 
miles and the 3,000-metre 
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Canada’s Stella Umeh performs on the balance beam 
daring the women’s all around gymnastics competi- 
tion at the XV Commonwealth Games in Victoria 
Canada. Umeh won the gold medal with a total score 
of 38.400 (AFP photo) 


Christie, defending cham- 
pion in the men’s 100 metres, 
thee 1993 world champion 
and 1992 Olympic gold 
medallist, is coming off a 
series of sparkling European 
performances. In the past 
two weeks, he won his third 
consecutive title at foe Euro- 
pean championships and beat 
the world? best in Grand 
Prix meets at Zurich, 
Switzerland, and Brussels, 
Belgium. 

“It’s going to be harder to 
keep foe Commonwealth title 
than the European title,” 
Christie said. "Frankie 
Fredericks will be after me 
and foe Nigerians always put 
out those decent sprinters. 

“I don’t plan to let this tide 
go. Bat it’s dear I will have to 
be giving the others plenty of 


steeplechase, and William 
Sign, the 5,000 world record 
bolder. 


Nevertheless, foe less re- 
nowned Kenyan runners 
have looked good in practice 
and still could monopolise 
the medals in the distance 


The others include 
Fredericks, the quiet Nami- 


bian who was runner-up to 
Christie at the Barcelona 
Games; Canada’s -Bruny 
Surin, foe bronze medallist at 
the 1990 Commonwealth 
Games, and Nigerians Ola- 
pade Adeniken and Daniel 
Effiong. 

Adeniken, sixth at tbe *92 


races. 

South Africa, competing in 
the games for the first time 
since 1958 after being banned 
because of its apartheid poli- 
cy, has tire capability of per- 
forming well in track and 

field. 

“Ibere’s a strong possibil- 
ity the South Africans could 
match their total of three 
golds at Cardiff, Wales, 36 
years ago. Their top hopes 
are EJana Meyer, the 
women’s 10,000-metre stiver 
medallist at Barcelona, men’s 
1,500-metre runner Johan 
Landsman, who has ran 3 
'minutes, 33.56 seconds, and 
pole vautter Okkert Brits, 
who has cleared 5.85 metres 
this year. 

Monday’s programme win 
be devoted mostly to heats, 
qualifying, semifinals and the 


-- events of the hep- 
tathlon. The only final will be 
the men’s hammer throw. 


Jordan Timas Tal: 667171 
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New cydtet Brian Fowler crosses the finish 

flue for the silver medal in the 181km cydBng road 
race 21 Ana. hi the XV Commonwealth Gam* in 
Victoria British Columbia. In the backgr oun d Eng- 
land cydtet Chris Lillywhite interferes with South 
African Wfflem Engelbrecht. Engelbrecht claimed 
South Africa’s first medal after Lillywhite was put 
hffc to fourth place for the Inte r f erence (AFP photo) 


Rendell rewrites script 


VICTORIA (AFP) — Kiwi 
sacrificial lamb Mara Rendell 


turned foe tables on compat- 
riot neaify-man Brian Fowler 
to grab Commonwealth gold 
in tiie men’s road race here 


guaranteeing victory. 

He said: “We discussed 
our plans last night and I was 
one of the workers. 

“As it turned ont, I man- 
aged to stay away — it was a 
real bonus. I turned round 


Meanwhile South African 
Willie Engelbrecht won his 
country's first medal since 
1958 — but only after a pro- 
test. 

The on vaunted Rendell, 
given the job to protect dou- 
ble silver winner Fowler and 
reigning champion Gaeme 
Miller during the event, in- 
stead made a late assault 
after a marathon six-man 
break to destroy his rivals. 

The 25-year-old plumber 
docked 4hr 46mins 7secs 
over the 181km Mount Tol- 
mie course, with Fowler clin- 
ching a hat-trick of silvers 
ahead of Engelbrecht. 

Engelbrecht, a five-times 
national champion, was 
awarded foe bronze after a 
protest over a final sprint 
tussle. 

Fowler, who won silver in 
the event in 1982 and 1986, 
had been tipped as one of the 
hot favourite and upped the 
emotional stakes by dedicat- 
ing foe race to his late father 
before the start. 

But Rendell, who won 
bronze in the 100km team 
time trial alongside Fowler 
on Friday, ground up the 
pace on the penultimate lap 
to take a minute off his re- 
maining rivals at foe bell. 


because I had hoped Brian 
was in mv wheel. I can’t 


was in my wheel. I can’t 
sprint so I had to go early.” 

Fowler responded: “Get- 
ting silver was as good as 
winning. It was a team effort 
and it was great to have New 
Zealand in the top two 
places.” 

The crucial move of foe 
race came after 25km when 
seven men broke dear. 


That was whittled down 
first to six. when Northern 
Ireland’s Connor Henry mis- . 
judged a sharp turn and slid 
out. He remounted but never 
rejoined the leaders. 

Their one-mmnte lead af- 
tet30km grew to over three 
around the halfway point as 
the pack, containing big 
names Phil Anderson of Au- 
stralia, Miller and England's 
Malcolm Elliott, disappoin- 
tingly failed to react. 

The only threat was 
mounted by Welshman 
Matthew Postic, who broke 
off the front of the pads to 
lead a four-man group in 
pursuit. 

But he, Mark Walsham of 
England, Roddy Riddle of 
Scotland and Australian 
Matthew Wight never man- 
aged to bridge the gap. 


Reilly heads for Australia 


HALIFAX, England (AFP) 
— Great Britain and Halifax 
rugby league boss Mai Reilly 
confirmed here on Monday 
that he- was taking; over as 
coach of the top Australian 
dub Newcastle Knigh ts 
Reilly, who playeafor one 
of foe top Sydney dubs Man- 
ly in the 19/ 0s, has agreed a 
two-year contract with foe 
Knights, a decision described 


but whether or not I'll be 
allowed to stay in charge rests 
with the Rugby League,” he 
said. 


League chief executive 
Maurice Lindsay com- 
mented: ‘Mai has restored 


pride in Great Britain in the 
last few years and has been 
unquestionably one of the 
finest coaches in the sport." 


by the Rugby Football 
League as “a big blow for the 
game in Britain.” 

He will replace David 
Waite at Newcastle but has 
not yet said when. Reilly still 
wants to lead Great Britain in 
the Ashes series in two 
months' time. 


T think we’ve got a good 
chance of bearing foe Aussies 


Lindsay added: “His posi- 
tion as coach of Great Bntain 
will now be assessed by the 
board of directors later this 
week.” 

Halifax, too, are consider- 
ing their position. Reilly is 
contracted to the West York- 
shire chib until 1996. They 
will certainly demand com- 
pensation. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH H1RSCH 
C19S3 Daunt MtM Stnui Inc 


WASTE THE WINNER 


North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 
6986 
V K J 7 e 2 
0 8 4 3 
♦ A 4 

WEST EAST 

* K J 3 4 04 

S 10 9 8 3 V A Q 6 4 

0 K Q J 9 5 2 OATS 

♦ Void 4 0 9 8 2 

SOUTH 
4 A 10 7 6 2 
T Void 
6 10 

„ . 4KJ10 7653 

The bidding; . 

W«t North East South 

1 0 Pass 1 2 * 

Pass 3 NT 4« 

Dbl Pasa Paw p m 

Opening lead: King of <• 

to find the bidding 

of freak hands discussed in any din 
tafl m the bridge texts. That is be- 
«uee not even experts are sure how 
to handle then. Do what the urge of 
^ J™ and hope for 
This hand is from a rabber 
bridge game m New York, with your 
reporter sitting South. 

Jf** 1 * “ tended #howin S 

both suits, there was no reason not 
to conserve space by starting with 

iSSL**- D f ,pi “ £»« that 
the bidding was forced to the four- 


level, when H was South's turn to set 

again, the spade suit was shown and 

four spades doubled became the fi- 
nal contract. 

West led the king of diamonds 
and East cost the defense a crucial 
Tempo hy overtaking with the ace to 
shift to the queen of spades. Declar- 
er ducked and, after some thought. 
East reverted to diamonds, declarer 
ruffing. 

Declarer decided East's problem 
was whether or not to continue with 
a trump and, therefore, trumps were 
3-2. So declarer elected to cash the 
ace of trumps and was gratified to 
find that both defenders followed. A 
low club was led and. when West 
discarded, the contract was home. 
Dummy's ace won. a club was fi- 
wssed and a chib was ruffed with 
the table's last tramp. Declarer re- 
turned to hand with a heart ruff, 
cashed the king of clubs and simply 
continued clubs until West ruffed. 
Making four-odd doubled. 

West missed the last chance to 
defeat the contract. When declarer 
Irada a low chib toward the ace, 
West must ruff with the master 
tramp. Now declarer is short an en- 
try to hand to establish the chibs. 
Indeed, to hold the losses to down 
one, declarer mum jettison dummy’s 
aceof chibs and later concede a dub 
to East. Try it if you don’t behave 
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Matthaeus takes crucial decision 

BONN (R) — The aftermath 
of Germany's disappointing 
' World Cup and the futures of 
Lothar Matthaeus and Stefan 
Bfenberg dominated the start 
of the German league soccer 
season at the weekend. 

While champions Bayern 
Munich posted an expected 
3-1 victory over Bochum, the 
most important event of die 
weekend took place when the 
33-year-old Matthaeus 
announced he was staying on 
as captain of the national 
team. 

German football suffered a 
major blow to its confidence 
after the national team’s poor ’ 
performance in the United 
States which culminated in a 
quarter-final defeat by Bul- 
garia. 

Matthaeus, who has 117 
caps to his name, was not 
expected to leave at such a 
low point. His experience will 
.be vital to coach Berti .Vogts, 
who is expected to start 
building a younger team for 
the 1996 European cham- 
pionships in England. 

Barring injury, Matthaeus 
is now almost certain to take 
over from former England . , 
goalkeeper Peter Shilton as Lothar Matthaeus 

ing an obscene gesture at the talented midfielder has a 
fne. S hilton won 125caps. good Bundesliga season and 

™ tW ° The midfielder, returning avoids trouble, he may still 
^ to Bundesliga tom Italy, have a chance of returning to 

help fte team andTtn deter- was welcomed home bj, a- international football, 
mmedtob^gnbackrorne m1xnire of w l,j stles Tnd “I didn’t expect to be 
». T P ^ atlhac ^ s humour from the fans in his cheered by 70,000 people," 

IZTJl “ Bornssia Moenchengladbacfa Etolberg 'said. “I bZi the 

Ger ' site’s 1-1 draw at Schalke. whistles would be there. But 

a ® ai J 1 :. ■ . The most amusing sight of in the second half I hardly 

the weekend was aS opened beard them." 7 

hfifiSi SSLSSJ 1 ®- ■ |rf ?3 red umbrella in the Schalke The German team play 
83113 e J n ,5* er “ crowd with a huge band on its their first international of the 

5?rt!SilR ,e S h °T metal peak. The middle fin- season on SepL-7 in a friendly 

from the World Cup for mak- ^ to the sky in -oainst R i„ MfW 

memory of the gesture which 
caused Vogts to banish 
Effenberg from the World 
Cup and end his international 
career. 

It will take a long time 
before Effen berg’s fatal fin- 
ger in Dallas is forgotten by 
the German football world. 

But the midfielder took the 
pressure of returning home 
well. 'r 

Vogts had said he will not 
pick Effenberg again for the 
national team. But if the 





Tyson to get 
offer for first fight 


14 RO 



til 


Newcastle’s Andy Cole (right) tries to get ing their English 
past Leicester’s Nicky Mohan (left) dor- (AFP photo) 


Pr e m i er League match 


Newcastle resume normal service 


Edmundo 
scores, . 
booked, misses 
two penalties 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Edmundo, the bad boy of 
B razilian soccer, scored one 
goal, missed two penalties 
and was then booked as his . 
Palmeiras side beat Interna- 
tional’ 2-0 in a Brazilian soc- 
cer championship- match at 
the- weekend: -- 

Edmundo, suspended, 
twice this year by coach Van- 
derley Luxemburgo for indis- 
cipline, began , an eventful 
afternoon by giving his team . 
a first-half lead. 

Rivaldo added a second 
goal in the 39th minute and 
Edmundo missed the first 
penalty oq the stroke of haif- 
- rime when his weak shot was 
saved by goalkeeper Sergio. 

The second penalty,' 
awarded in the 69th minute 
after Edmundo himself had 
been tripped, was almost a 
replica, with Sergio again 
saving. 

Edmundo, .sent off five 
times last year, is one of the* 
country’s most talented for- 
wards oat has been let down 
by his behaviour and failed to 
make Brazil's World Cup 
squad. His afternoon was' 
completed with a booking for 
dissent 

The win was the third for 
Palmeiras in three games in 
the Brazilian championship 
and kept them top of Group 
D. The top four teams in 
each of the four six-team 
groups go through to a 
second stage. 

South American cup final- 
ists Sao Paulo were thrashed 
4-0 by Botafogo in Group B, 
with Botafogo striker Tulio 
scoring a hat-trick. 

Sao Paulo face Argentina's 
- Velez Sarsfield in the first leg 
of Ubertadores cup final on 
Wednesday and fielded a re-- 
serve team for the second 
weekend running. 

Santos coach Serginho, 
who missed a training session 
on Friday in protst at a delay 
in tb payment of his salary, 
returned to the bench in time 
to lead his team to a 2-0 win 
over Vasco da- Gama, who 
are coached by former Braxil 
trainer Sebastiao Lazaroni. 

The win put Santos, Pele’s 
former club, top of Group C. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


talented midfielder has a 
good Bundesliga season and 
avoids trouble, he may still 
have a chance of returning to 
international football. 

“I didn’t expect to be 
capered by 70,000 people," 
Effenberg said. "I knew the 
whistles would be there. But 
in the second half I hardly 
beard them." 

The German team play 
their first international of the 
season on SepL-7 in a friendly 
against Russia in Moscow. 
An intensive Bundesliga fix- 
ture list will gjve the likes of 
Matthaeus lime tune to wor- 
ry about that game. 

Bayern continue their cam- 
paign at Freiburg on Tuesday 
evening while Bornssia Dort- 
mund, 4-0 victors over newly- 
promoted 1860 Munich at the 
weekend, travel to Cologne. 

Effenberg will find out how 
his home fens react to* bis 
presence when Moenscheng- 
ladbach play hosts to Karl- 
sruhe on Wednesday. 


Fully Furnished 
„ Apartment 

3 Bedrooms, Telephone, Central Heating, 
Located at the 4-th circle 
Tel. 612721 


LONDON (AFP) — Strikers 
Andy Cole and Peter Beard- 
sley were back in the groove 
as Newcastle launched their 
Premiership campaign with a 
3-1 win at newly promoted 
Leicester on Sunday. 

The pair, who scored 65 
goals between them last 
term, opened their accounts 
for the new season with 
emphatic finishes to hand the 
play-off winners an immedi- 
ate lesson in the realities of 
life in the top flight. 

But Newcastle boss Kevin 
Keegan’s day was spoiled by 
Beardsley's withdrawal 
through injury and. die late 
rending off of keeper Pavel 
Srnicek for bringing down 
Julian Joachim in foil flight. 

Two early thrusts by the 
live-wire Joachim boded well 
for Leicester, but Newcastle 
soon assumed control. 

One of their new recruits, 
Belgian central defender Phi- 
lippe Albert, was poised and 
controlled at the back. 

He was a threat every time 
he moved forward and tested 
goalkeeper Gavin Ward’s al- 
ertness with a fierce 30-yard 
volley. 

Newcastle, for all the space 
they were creating for Fox 
and Swiss new boy Marc 


Hottiger on the right, faded 
to make full use with a suc- 
cession of hopeful rather than 
a directed crosses. 

But Leicester had no 
answer to Beardsley, who 
created an opening for Albeit 
three minutes into the second 
period. The Belgian received 
only a yellow card from toe 
referee for toe most obvious 
of (fives as Ward came out. 

But int he 51st minute 
Scott Sellars was allowed to 
advance to toe edge of the 
box, where he fed Beardsley 
in space cm the left. When 
Beardsley put toe ball in low. 
Cole was there to divert it 
into the net. 

Seven minutes later, 
Beardsley joined Cole cm toe 
scoresheeL Newcastle teased 
and t o rm ented toe Leicester 
left again, Lee topped toe 
ball mot Beardsley and he. 
turned brilliantly into space 
before firing under Ward 
from 15 yards. 

Leicester were offered a 
route back into toe game 
when -Albert conceded a 
penalty but Srnicek down to 
his left, easily saved Mark 
Draper’s poor spot-kick. 

And 16 minutes from time, 
Newcastle went further 
ahead. Mohan sfippegl. Fox 
pounced, and his cross to- 


wards substitute Robbie 
Elliott, in acres of space, was 
clinically turned home. 

Five minutes from toe end, 
Srnicek received his mar- 
ching orders, and substitute 
ke e pere Mike Hooper — toe 
torid change Newcastle .had 
made — was beaten in injury 
time, Joachim turning home 
the rebound after the keeper 
spilled Steven Agnew*s toot 
Keegan said afte rwa rds: “I 
thought the referee bad a 
greta game — everyt hing be 
aid was right. Good game, 
good atmosphere, and it’s 
lovely to see Leicester back 
in the Premiership.” 

Of Albert’s eventual debut 
Keegan said: “We bought 
him for wind he is. When he 
gets toe ball, he goes. I think 
he wifi score -goab — he’s 
exciting. ” 

■ Leicester boss Brian Little 
commented: “We knew it 
was a tough start. You’ve got 
to be able to handle defeat 
and not let it upset you.** 
In the first divisiou, prom- 
otion favourites Wolves 
needed a second-half penalty 
to salvage a point at Notts 
County. County led through 
Michael Simpson in the 35th 
minute and Andy Thompson 
replied for Graham Taylor’s 


HONG KONG . (AFP) — 
Mike Tyson will be offered a 
100 milli on dollar pmse by 
toe onmirocis of Mohammad 
AH’s “Rumble In Hie Jung- 
le” to stage his first fight in 
Hong Kong after leaving pris- 
on. 

Bill Dobbins, head of 
Hemdale Special Events 
which is presenting Herbie 
Hide's world heavyweight ti- 
de defence in Hong Kong on 
October 23, .said here Mon- 
day he expected Tyson to 
take on Lennox Lewis or 
Tommy Morrison in his first 
boot 

Dobbins, one of toe .plan- 
ners of Ah’s legendary 1974 
fight in Zaire, said there 
would probably be a $100 
milli on purse and that toe 
territory had a good chance 
of landing the event. - 

Morrison is the first chal- 
lenger for Hide's World Box- 
ing Organisation title. With 
the October 23 bill h&vioga 
total parse of 100 million HK 
dollars ($13 Bullion) it is 
already being billed as toe 
biggest individual sports 
event staged in Asa. 

The Hme-Morrison fight is 
being co-promoted by Barry 
Hearn's Macchroom Orga- 
nisation and Top Rank Inc of 
toe United States, whose 
chairman Bob Aram is bat- 
tling with Don King to repre- 
sent Tyson when the fighter 
leaves jaiL 

“We have an understand- 
ing with Tyson that we will 
get first refusal,” said Dob- 
bins who ; added that “toe 
eyes of toe world” were on 
Houg Koqg so it would be a 
good place for toe boot. 

Tyson was jailed for six 
years in March 1992. for rap- 
ing black beanty queen De- 



Mike Tyson -j 

siree Washington. With re- j 
missi ons, toe former undis- j 
puted world champion could j 
be out of jail in seven or eight - i 
months and fight sometime ; 
next year. •: 

The Hong Kong Stadium 
will have a 45,000 capacity - 
for the Hi de-Morrison fight . 
which might tempt U.S: - 
promoters looking for an - : 
attractive foreign setting for 
Tyson's first fight. 

Ringside seats for the ; 
October 23 bill will cost 3,900 
HK dollars ($500). Also on •• 
the bill is an exhibition fight ■■ 
between former British tide • * 
hope Frank Bruno and- 
American Ray Mercer. 

California-based Mexican 
Rafael Ruelas will put his 
Internationa] Boxing Federa- 
tion lightweight title against 
Briton Billy Schwer, and 
U.S. fighter Zachary Padilla 
will make the fifth defence of 
bis WBO junior welterweight 
tide against Britain's Com- 
monwealth Champion Ross 
Hale. 

The Hide-Morrison boot 
will be at 11:00 a.m. (0300 i 
GMT) so that it can be shown * 
at a prime time slot in the ] 
United States. 


Denmark bans WBO, 
Bredahl gives up title 


Vasquez defends junior middleweight title 

ST. JEAN DE LUZ, bad it 114-113, Denmark’s That happened in 


Situated in Abdoun. Consists of 3 floors and basement 
Ground floor consists of halls, kitchen and two bathrooms. 
First floor consists of one master bedroom, three bed- 
rooms, bathroom and spacious living room with beautiful 
garden. Area 650m 2 . 

Annual rent JD 20,000. 

Call tel. 816249 


FOR ANNUAL RENT 

Furnished - super semi-villa, close to Mecca Street, 
towards the 7th Circle. Two floors. By the shopping 
centre area. Telephone available. 

Please contact phone No.: 820174, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and 4 to 8 p.m. for three days. . 


FOR RENT 

Apartment is in West Shmelsani, 300 metres from A! Otibie 
gas station parallel to Gardens St. 3 bedrooms, living 
room,, guest room and dining room. Kitchen is equipped 
from Denimarki Kitchen. One veranda, elevator, central 
heating and intercom. 

For more Information, please directly call the 
. owner — “Ismat” after 2 p.m. 775705 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living room, com- 
pletely furnished, with telephone, television and central 
heating. 

Location: Between the Fourth & Fifth Circles. Jabal 
Amman, near Amon Hotel. 

Tel: 777112 8 a.m, - 2 p ml , 674028 after 4 p.m. 


France (API — Argenti- 
na’s Jidio Cesar Vasquez 
handed American Ron 
“Winky” Wright Jns first 
defeat as he took a 12- 
round unanimous decision 
to defend his WBA junior 
middleweight title Sunday 

night . 

Vasquez knocked Wright 
Down five times in the fight 
including twice in the final 
round to increase his re- 
' cord to 51-1. Wright is now 
25-1. 

In the battle between two 
lefthanders, Wright was 
quicker and had a number 
of right jabs that snapped 
Vasquez’s head back. 
However the 22-year-old 
from St Petersburg, Flor- 
ida' lacked the power of 
Vasquez who needed only 
a few punches to even 
things. 

Panama's Reuben Torres 


bad It 114-113, Denmark’s 
Jan Ovesen scored it 115- 
110 and Juan Vargas of 
Ven e zuela had it 113-110 
for Vasquez. 

The second round 
showed the way the fight 
would go. Wright domin- 
ated the eady minute with 

S ' bs and a good right book. 

ut Vasquez was never 
hurt and caught Wright 
with a good left nook with a 
minute left to send the 
American down. Wright 
was up ouickly but die pat- 
tern nao been established. 

The fighters ended np in 
a good exchange. Twice 
Vasquez Wtent down that 
were ruled dips and he lost 
his mouthpiece. However 
he was never in trouble. 

It seemed drat Vasquez 
was beginning to slow 
down in the middle rounds 
but he was waiting for his 
opportunity. 


That happened in the 
seventh round when 
another left pot Wright 
down and started him 
Needing from dm noac. 

Wright was in deep trou- 
ble in the ninth round. 
With a minu te 25 seconds 
left, he again was floored 
and staggered up. He was 

on toe verge of going down 

again but ' managed to sur- 
vive with some movement 
and some timely dmdies 
and bolding. 

over the^nexf* two roond£ 
before the final round. 

With a min ute left, Vas- 
quez caught Wright again 
with a lot that sent him 
down for a frill eight count. 
Less than 30 seconds later 
Wright was down again. He 
packed himself np- and 
avoided the third knock- 
down in the round to finish 
the figl»t standing. 


COPENHAGEN (R) — The 
Danish Professional Boxing 
Federation (DPBF) on Mon- 
day b«iwvsH all World Boxing 
Organisation (WBO) fights 
in Denmark, with Dane 
Johnny Bredabl relinquishing 
hn WBO super fly weight ti- 
de. 

“The executive committee 
of the DPBF has unanimous- 
ly agreed to ban wito immeefi- 
ate effect any further WBO 
c h a mpi onship contests from 
taking place in Denmark,” 
the federation said in a state- 
ment. 

It said it would also with- 
draw all Danish boxers 
hcemed by toe DPBF, in- 
dudmg Breadahl, frm WBO 
ratings fists as well as foibid- 
dmg DPBF licence holders 
from acting as referees in 
WBO championship fights. 

“The derision was promp- 
ted by the desire to avoid 
future scandals of the kind 
which have maned our rela- 
tionships with WBO, includ- 
ing toe manipulation of box- 
ers and the exploitation of 
m a n a g e r s and prom o t e rs who 
are obliged to agree to out- 
rageous terms,” the state- 
mem said. 

It slammed the WBO as 
“an organisation which no 
longer acts for the benefit of 
the sport it was ostensibly 
created to serve” and called 
upon fellow members of the 


European Boxing Union 
(EBU) to reconsider their 
affiliation with WBO. 

The Danish move follows, 
similar action by th e Fre nch 
Boxing Federation (FFB) in 
1990 after a WBO title fight 
between U.S. WBO light- 
middleweight title h.older 
John David Jackson- and 
French challenger Martin 
Camara in Deauville ended 
hi confusion. 

In the incident a no-contest 
was declared after Camara 
floored the American for a 
count of nine and supporters 
and officials crowded the 
ring, stopping ‘the fight. 

Promotor Mogens PaUe. 
who virtually monopolises 
professional boxing in De- 
nmark, has reportedly had a 
long and difficult relationship 
with WBO. 

His stable of fighters in 
recent years has included for- 
mer WBO cruiser champion . 
Magne Havnaa of Norway 
and Danes Gert Bo Jacobsen 
and Johnny Bredahl’s 
brother Jimmy, ex-WBO 
welterweight and super- 
featherweight champions re- 
spectively. 

Fade has said he felt both . 
Havnaa and Jacobsen were 
manoeuvred by the WBO 
into giving up their titles and . 
feared the same was going 
to happen with Johnny Bre- 
dahl, who is also in his stable. 


FOR RENT 
Deluxe 
Unfurnished 
_ Apartment 

In beautiful Khafda, away from the city's 
congestion; but still close to everything. First floor, 
3 bedrooms, separate 'salon and sitting rooms, 
extra rooms, 2 huge verandas, lovely views. Lots of 
extras: American fireplace, security systems, Italian 
marble floors, bulit-in closets, covered parking, 
walled-ln courtyard with basketball court. 

Call 847277 or ' 827543 


POSITIONS VACANT 

An international relief and development agency is 
seeking capable and experienced staf£ preferably 
Jordanian, for work in community development, 
local training and credit fund projects in Jordan: 

Community Credit Project Manager 
Community Credit Field Officer 
Community Projects Field Officer 
'Agriculture Project Manager 

The Regional Office of the same agency is seeking a 
French-speaking 

Mechanical Engineer (Water) 

for a project in Mauri tania 

For details of specific job descriptions, please call 
863740 ext. 1 1. Closing date for all applications 31 
August 1994. 



AMAH BUSINESS INSTITUTE 


DO YOU WANT 

FIRST CLASS' TRAMMG INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNISED QUALIFICATIONS 

STAT E OF T HE ART EQtflPMBfT & SOFTWARE A P RO FESSIONAL ENVIRONMENT 
GiUALIFIB) ADD EXPBUSKteD TUTORS A STUDENT- CENTRED APPROACH TO YOUR NEEDS 

COURSES DEMONS) FOR PROGRESSION TO HIGHS* LEVELS OF QUALWCAnONS 

IF YOUR ANSWER TO THE ABOVE IS YES. CONTACT THE INSTITUTE FOR COURSES IN - 


SECRETARIAL ETUDES 3 LEVELS 

RECEPTION & TELEPHONE TECHNIQUES 

KEYBQARDMQflYPEWRTnNG 

AUDIO TRANSCRIPTION 

BU8WESS ENGLISH * C0MMUMCM1ON 

EXECUTIVE SKILLS 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 0 LEVELS 


COMPUTER LITERACY & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

WORD PROCESSING; MICROSOFT WORD for whdows 
SPREADSHEETS: iijcrqsoft EXCH. 

DATABASE: MICROSOFT ACCESS 
DESKTOP PUBLISHING: MCROSOPT PUBU8HER 
OPERATING SYSTEMS: MICROSOFT WUCCWS FOR 
WORKGROUPS 

OFFICE AUTOMATION: ELECTRONIC MNUFAX. 

GROUP SCHEDULING 

CUSTOM OESIGNED IN+IOUSE TRAINING 


COURSES START 17 SEPTEMBER 1994 
OPEN FOR REGISTRATION NOW 


TEL 614732/3 FAX 614721 PO BOX 830882 AMMAN 


Cinema 

P 


Te(.: 634144 I Cinema 


PLAZA 


Richard Gefe/Sharoo Stowe 
in 


Mahmoud Abed Al Aziz 


KHALTB1TA 

Shows: 1230, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 1&30 


Tel. : 699238 j Cinema Tel.: 677420 

I CONCORD 


CONCO RD T 
..STRIKING DISTANCE 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15.* 830, 10:; 

CONCORD *2* 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 



Shows: 1fc30. 330,6:16, 830, 10-30 


Tom Hanks — in 

Phfladalpfaia 1 

Shows: 3 - 6 - M0 


Starring: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jaiajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation call td.: 618Z74 -618275 


Tel.: 67557J 

DWAIMMhhH Tfc— tffft 


The political play 


At 8:30 every Saturday and Sunday 

SaltM Ya SaUua play 

At 8:30 every Monday, Wednes- 
day, Thursday and Friday Tuesday 
closed. 



Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

' ☆ The play — 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

With Amal Dabbas 
Every Saturday, Sunday and Mon- 
day. 

■ * The play 

Saba Ya Saflam 

With Nadera Orriran 
Every Wednesday. Thursday and 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kurds say they killed 15 Iranians 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Kurdish guerrillas said on 
Monday they killed 15 Revolutionary Guards in a dash in 
western Iran. The Democratic Party of Ir anian Kurdistan 
one of its fighters was killed in 90 minutes of fighting 
last Wednesday against members of the ideologically-* 
motivated Revolutionary Guards near Mahabad, a Kurdish 
city 540 kilometres northwest of Tehran. The party, in a 
state ment sent to Reuters from its Paris office, listed the 
names of 15men killed in the dash and said they belongs to 
the t hird brigade of tile 16th Qods Division of the guards 
corps based in the Caspian coast province of Gilan. 
Kurdish rebels have waged a low intensity guerrilla struggle 
against the Islamic government in Tehran since they were 
largely driven across the border into Iraq by the army and 
Revolutionary Guards after major offensives in the early 
1980s. Interior Minister Ali Mohammad Besharati said last 
year the government was setting up a special strike force to 
deal with security problems in Iran’s main Kurdish- 
populated province. 


3 suspects killed In south Egypt 


CAIRO (AP) — Police killed three suspected militants 
Monday in a dawn raid on their hideout in southern Egypt, 
security officials said. The sources said the three men were 
shot to death while trying to escape from a rented 
apartment in A1 Zahraa, a suburb of the dty of Sohag, 400 
kilometres south of Cairo. One of the three, Ahmad 
Noureddin, was the leader of a military wing of A1 Gamaa 
A1 Islamiyah, or the Islamic Group, said a police source. 
The Islamic Group has been the major movement behind 
the 2V&-year campaign to unseat the government and turn 
Egypt into an Islamic fundamentalist state. More than 390 
people died in the violence. 


Vienna seizes Iran-bound military equipment 


VIENNA (AFP) — Austrian customs agents seized 10 
electronic guiding systems manufactured specially for 
American tanks and destined for Iran, a spokesman at 
Vienna's airport said Monday. The military equipment 
seized last July 27 is valued at $10 million, the spokesman 
said. He added that the material, made for M60 A-3 
American tanks, was transported to Vienna aboard trucks 
from Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia, and was to be 
loaded on an Iran Air flight at Vienna airport. Customs 
□gents became suspicious after noticing that the packages 
containing the guiding systems were simply marked as 
“equipment.” Special authorisation must be given by 
Austrian authorities before any military equipment can be 
transported through the neutral country. Customs author- 
ities here said they believe the guiding systems were 
ma nufa ct u red by Elektroo p tica (ISKRA), a company in 
Ljubljana, and that an investigation into die illegal traffic 
was underway. 


Police hold Kurdish demonstrators 


PARIS (AFP) — A number of Kurds arrested following a 
violent demonstration in central Paris overnight were still 
being questioned by French police Monday morning, the 
Paris police headquarters said. In all, 198 protestors were 
arrested during a demonstration during which demonstra- 
tors called on the Turkish government “stop die massacre 
of the Kurdish people.” Turkey is currently involved in a 
military campaign against Kurdish insurgents in the east 
and south east of the country. The Paris demonstrators also 
railed on the French government to intervene in the 
dispute. Violent dashes between police and protestors 
moke out at around 04:00 (02:00 GMT) Monday after 
about 100 Kurdish protestors carrying mattresses joined 
the protest, saying they intended to stay on the streets all 
night. Police said they have begun legal proceedings against 
13 protestors for “violence against the forces of law and 
prefer” and arson. Six officers were injured in the overnight 
clashes, along with several demonstrators, said Paris 
police.. 


Danish tourist contracts cholera in Turkey 


COPENHAGEN (AFP) — A Danish tourist contracted 
cholera while on holiday in western Turkey, the Danish 
Serology Institute said Monday. The 23-year-old man, who 
has not been named, caught the disease in July but it was 
only identified as cholera on his return home, the institute 
said. A spokesman did not specify exactly where in 
northwest Turkey the man contracted the disease, which is 
spread via polluted water. The institute said a German 
national had also contracted cholera while travelling in 
Turkey this summer. 


Japan pledges continued aid for Palestinians 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan pledged Monday to continue 
providing economic aid to promote Palestinian self-rule on 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, government officials 
said. Japanese Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Yohei 
Kono met the visiting Palestinian minister for economic aid 
and trade, Ahmed Qouriea, in Tokyo Monday and assured 
htm the money would be forthcoming, the officials said. In 
September, Japan pledged S200 million over two years in 
<ua for Palestinian autonomy, of which $50 million has been 
disbursed. Mr. Qouriea appealed for Japanese assistance in 
the fields of public welfare, education and medicine as well 
ns to improve social infrastructure, the officials said. Mr. 
Kono expressed Japan's readiness to comply with the 
request, the officials said. 


Rabin orders $5m road around Jericho 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin on 
Monday ordered that $5 million be allocated for a road 
around Jericho after Jewish settlers complained they were 
in danger when driving through the Palestinian self-rule 
enclave, officials said. Jordan Valley settlers sent a letter to 
General Dan Biran, military chief for the West Bank, on 
Sunday, saying the presence of hundreds of freed Palesti- 
nian prisoners in Jericho put them at risk. Settlers going to 
Jerusalem have to drive through Jericho, and an Israeli girl 
was slightly injured when Palestinians stoned a bus on 
Sunday, military sources said. Work on a Jericho by-pass 
has suspended since May because of a lack of funds. 


Qadhafi Prize goes to human rights union 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — The $250,000 Qadhafi Prize has been 
awarded to an African human rights union, a Libyan 
official announced Sunday. The award named after the 
country's leader Muammar Qadhafi will be handed over 
here on Aug. 30 to the Union Interafricaine des Droits de 
1'Komme, which was founded in 1992 in Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso. The organisation is made up of human rights 
groups from Burkina Faso, Benin. Cameroon, the Central 
African Republic, Guinea Bissau, Ivory Coast, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger, Rwanda, Burundi, Senegal, Togo, 
7air<> and Chad. The Qadhafi Prize, created in 19S9, has 
previously been awarded to Nelson Mandela, the children 
of the Palestinian intifada, the Native Americans, the 
African AIDS centre, and the children of Bosnia. 


Iran exports more than $1b in carpets 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran earned $1.44 billion in one year 
through exports of carpets, its top export earner after oil, 
newspapers reported. They quoted Ah Said-Loo. deputy 
commerce minister and director of the Export Develop- 
ment Centre of Iran, as saying carpet exports from March 
1993 through March 1994 made up 42 per cent of Iran s 
non-oil exports. In the first quarter ofthenew year, which 
started in March, carpet exports reached $959 million, a 16 
per cent increase compared with the same period m 1993. 


Police restore 


calm in Rafah 


RAFAH, Gaza Strip (Agen- 
cies) — Calm returned to the 
southern town of Rafah on 
Monday after two days of 
violence in which Palestinian 
police shot dead a teenager 
and wounded nine people. 

A curfew damped on the 
town and refugee camp late 
Sunday was lifted early Mon- 
day , after the worst clashes so 
far between the Palestinian 
police and dviliaiis in the new 
self-rule areas. 

Violence flared Sunday 
when hundreds of people 
marched on the house of a 
Pales tinian policeman who 
shot dead 16-year-old Salah 
A1 Sheer late Saturday. 

They threw stones at police 
who tned to stop the march. 
Police fired in the air and at 
random, wounding six people 
including a 10-year-old boy, 
witnesses said. 

Shaer’s family were mak- 
ing funeral arrangements 
Monday after having called 
for Palestinians to revenge 
their son’s- death and com- 

S aring the Palestinian 
ational Authority (PNA) 
with the former Israeli 
occupying forces. 

Palestinian police admitted 
he was killed by mistake 
when they were in pursuit of 
criminals. In another incident 
Saturday they shot and 
wounded three Palestinians 


where Abu Samahdaneb lives 
and in the ensuing melee 
eight people suffered gunshot 
wounds. 

“The curfew will be lifted 
after a reconciliation. We 
want to stop the bloodshed,” 
the prosecutor said. The ini- 
tial shooting is being investi- 
gated. 


“We want to check the 
drcumstances. The police- 
men should shoot in the air or 
at the legs," Mr. Mubayyed 
said in a telephone interview. 

The curfew was the second 
imposed on a Gaza town by 
Palestinian authorities since 
the Strip achieved autonomy 
from Israel in mid-May. 
Israel frequently used cur- 
fews for crowd control during 
its 27-year-old occupation of 
Gaza. 

Meanwhile, a Palestinian 
security official from the self- 
rule enclave of Jericho was 
arrested by the Israeli army 
in foe occupied West Bank 
on Sunday after soldiers 
found a pistol in his car, his 
commander said. 

* Israel Radio identified him 
as Ibrahim Jara, a member of 
the Palestinian secret police 
in Jericho. 


in a car. 

Police commander Briga- 
dier General Ghazi Jabali 
and Attorney General 
Khaled A1 QMnb went to 
Rafah to try to work out a 
truce between the two sides. 

“The situation is gloomy," 
said local police prosecutor 
Ahmad Mnbayyed earlier. 

The policeman who fired, a 
member of the extended Abu 
Samahdaneb clan, was 
arrested. But members of the 
Sfaaer dan stormed the block 


Jibril A1 Rajoub, head of 
preventive senility for the 
Palestinian self-rule adminis- 
tration in Jericho, told Reu- 
ters his man was arrested in 
the West Bank town of Jenin. 

Israel does not allow 
Palestinians to carry weapons 
outside the autonomous 
areas of Gaza and Jericho. 

“There is no justification 
for bolding him because the 
weapon found in the car did 
not belong to him," Mr. Ra- 
joub said. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether the Israeli 
army would file any charges 
against the man. 


Confusion reigns in 
Rwanda-Zaire zone 


BUKAVU, Zaire (Agencies) 
— Beaten back in attempts to 
cross into this already teem- 
ing frontier town, thousands 
of Rwandans trekked south 
Monday to another border 
crossing in hopes of finding 
sanctuary in Zaire. 

About 20,000 frightened 
men, women and children 
were moving towards an new- 
ly reopened bridge across the 
Ruzizi River about 10 


kilometres south of Bukavu, 
a spokesman for the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) said. 

The spokesman, Ray Wil- 
kinson, estimated that at 
least 45,000 would cross the 
bridge in the next few days, 
including thousands still en 
route to Buakvu from villages 
and towns in southwestern 
Rwanda. 

Zairean authorities 
reopened the crossing Sun- 
day after angry Rwandans 
overwhelmed Ethiopian 
U.N. peacekeepers at a 
closed bridge leading to 
Bukavu and dashed with Zai- 
rean soldiers, who beat them 
bade with canes and sticks. 

The riot began less than an 
hour after French troops 
withdrew from the Rwandan 
side of tiie bridge. 

Mr. Wilkinson, speaking to 
reporters at Goma, Zaire, 
another border town about 
90 kilometres north of Buka- 
vu, said most of the newly 
arriving refugees were head- 
ing to the village of Hongo, 
between Bukavu and its air- 
port. 


. But efforts to reroute the 
refugees inside Rwanda were 
mired in confusion and only a 
handful managed to cross the 
reopened bridge by nightfall. 

The U.S. relief agency 
Care was setting up a new 
camp at Hongo, about 18 
kilometres from the border to 
accommodate up to 80,000 
people. 

“We’ll be setting up the 
camp from scratch today,” 
Care coordinator Mark 
Richardson told reporters. 
“We hope to do a shuttle 
service to pick up refugees 
massed at the border.” 

Trucks were expected in 
the early moraine at the 
Ruziri-2 border bridjp to fer- 
ry across Rwandans, many of 
them children, separated 
from their families by Zaire's 
closure of the border at 
Bukavu. 

But by late morning, an 
impatient UNHCR field 
officer was yelling into his 
radio that trucks had not 
been sent. 

Tbe latest surge of refugees 
was prompted by the pull-out 
of French troops from south- 
west Rwanda. The refugees, 
most of them from the major- 
ity Hutu tribe, fear violence 
from tire Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF) in revenge for 
the killings of at least 500,000 
Rwandans, mainly Tutsis, by 
Hutus earlier this year. 

The RPF, which is domin- 
ated by Tutsis, overthrew the 
government in July, trigger- 
ing a first refugee exodus into 
Zaire and other countries. 



RUSSIAN GAMBLING: Sp ec tator s watch a 
dog fight organised fflegafly hi a forest place 
next to Moscow. Offidafly banned, such fights 


held la secret locations attracting dozens of 


photo) 


Israel 


warns 


Fateh in 


W. Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The Israeli army 
warned Palestinian activists 
allied with Yasser Arafat to 
lay off pro- Jordanian Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank after 
a series of tcrchings, an army 
official said Monday. 

Leaders of Fateh, Mr. Ara- 
fat’s mainstream faction of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), were 
called into Israeli military 
headquarters last week after 
an office and several cars in 
the West Bank town of Ten- 
ion were torched, spokes- 
woman Captain Hannie 
Jesburun said. 

Tensions between pro- 
Fateh and pro-Jordanian 
Palestinians have flared since 
the July 25 IsraeKfordan dec- 
laration ending war between 
tire two countries. 

The declaration, which 
guaranteed Jordan a say in con- 
trolling Jerusalem’s Muslim 
shrines, angered many Palesti- 
nians, who see the future of 
Jerusalem as a purely Palestinian 
issue. Most Palestinians support 
the PLO, but a substantial 
minority stiQ back Jordan, which 
controlled the West Bank before 
1967. 

brad and the Palestinians are 
doe to negotiate the future of 
Jerusalem by 1996. The Palesti- 
nians currently control only the 
Gaza Strip and tbe West Bank 
town of Jericho, and are now 
negotiating with the Israelis ex- 
panding the autonomy to the rest 
of tiie West Bank. 

Mb. Arafat shut down a pro- 
Jordanian daily ne w s pap e r in re- 
sponse to the declaration. Fateh 
activists demonstrated in the 
West Bank towns of Jenin, Nab- 
lus and Ramallah, burning 
Jordanian flags. 

One leaflet circulated in Jenin 
warned that “wc will not tolerate 
the practice of policies of (out- 
side) Arab regimes on our 
Palestinian soil.’ 

Arsonists torched the office of 
pro-Jordanian Jenin business- 
man Alam Rusheid, as well as 
cars belonging to other pro- 
Jordanians. 

Capt. Jeshurun said that 
prompted die Israel's mffitary 
g o v ernment in the West Bank to 
call in some Fateh leaders, most 
notably Samir Sabiha, the head 
of the Palestinian Stodents’s Un- 
ion, who bad called for violence 
against the pro-Jordanians. 

Mr. Sabiha and the others 
agreed to back off, she said. 

“Things have calmed down a 
bit since then,” she said. “Tbe 
warning was sufficient.” 


Iraq sees Western 
anti-Iran conspiracy 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Tbe 
West is whipping up a cam- 
paign against Iran over nuc- 
lear smuggling in what may 
be a prelude to a wave, of 
U.S.-inspired “terrorism’’ 
and an attack on the country, 
an official Iraqi newspaper 
said Monday. 

The daily Babel, run by 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s son Uday, said “allu- 
sions to Iran" in recent re- 
ports about iradear smug- 
gling were aimed at “laun- 
ching an air attack against 
that country, whose nuclear 
ambitions are well known, to 
punish it for anti-Jewish 
attacks in Buenos Aires.” 

Argentine authorities 
issued arrest warrants for 
four Iranian diplomats 
formerly stationed in Buenos 
Aires after the July 18 car 
bombing of a Jewish charity 
there, m which nearly 100 
people were killed. 

Babel, quoted by tbe offi- 
cial news agency INA moni- 
tored in Cyprus, said Iran 
“has no need to resort to 
contraband to buy uranium 
because it can obtain it by 
legal means from several 
countries." 


German authorities recent- 
ly seized several batches of 
contraband nuclear materials 
which they said could be used 
to make atomic bombs and 
came from Russia or former 
Soviet republics. Russia de- 
nied it was the source of the 
smuggled materials. 

Weapons-grade nuclear 
materials, notably 350 gram- 
mes of plutonium 239 and 
several hundred grammes of 
lithinm-6, were found on 
Ang. 10 in tbe luggage of 
passengers on a flight from 
Moscow to Munich. 

Babel said the media scare 
about nuclear smuggling was 
part of a U.S. plan to “use 
this as a pretext to attack one 
country or meddle in tbe 
affair s of another." 

Under U.N. resolutions 
ending die Jan uary-February 
1991 Gulf war Iraq was 
forced to dismantle its nuc- 
lear weapons production faci- 
lities. 

President Saddam said 
Sunday the sanctions im- 
posed on his country had 
readied their final phase and 
Iraq would emerge stronger 
than ever from the four-year 
embargo. 


Somali gunmen kill 7 
Indian peacekeepers 


MOGADISHU (Agendes) 
— Seven Indian U.N. 
peacekeepers were killed and six 
others were wounded in 
Somalia when militia attack- 
ed them with anti-aircraft 
guns, mortars and small arms 
on Monday, a U.N. military 
spokesman said. 

The peacekeepers died 
when unidentified Somalis 
ambushed a convoy of Indian 
troops of the U.N. Operation 
in Somalia (UNOSOM) at 
Burleego village, between 
the towns of Buehakaba and 
Baledogle, 200 kilometres 
from the Somali capital. 

The latest inddent brings 
to 106 die number of U.N. 
peacekeepers killed in fight- 
Somalia since May 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali recommended 
Friday that the United Na-’ 
tions immediately cut its per- 
sonnel in Somalia by 1,500 
and that the force eventually 
be cut down to 15,000. 

U.N. military personnel in 
Somalia currently number 
18,761. 


Dr. Ghali said the force 
should be reduced to 15,000 
before the end of Oct. or 
during November. 

UNOSOM military 
spokesman Major Richard 
McDonald said the attack on 
the Indian convoy was “an 
unprovoked and carefully co- 
ordinated ambush.” 

“Anti-aircraft weapons, 
mortars and small arms were 
used against the UNOSOM 
troops. Seven Indian soldiers 
died with six wounded — 
three seriously,” McDonald 
said. 

“A number of ’technical' 
vehicles have been reported 
as destroyed by UNOSOM. 
Other Somali casualties and 
the identity of the attackers 
aren't known at this time,!' 
he said. 

Meanwhile, representa- 
tives of the United Nations 
have been expelled from 
Somaliland, following 
accusations that they had 
been interfering in the inter- 
nal affairs of self-declared re- 
public, the president’s office 
said in a statement. 


Former chief spies deny Carlos lawyer’s claim 


PARIS (Agencies) — For- 
mer French secret service 
chiefs on Monday dismissed 
allegations that Paris in the 
1980s had wanted to kill Jac- 
ques Verges, the lawyer now 
defending the captured “Car- 
los tbe Jackal.” 

Mr. Verges, wbo has grab- 
bed the headlines from his 
guerrilla client since Carlos 
was seized in Sudan and sent 
to Paris last week, has ac- 
cused President Francois Mit- 
terrand of ordering him killed 
and challenged the president 
to deny the allegations. 

In farther charges, French 
newspapers quoted reports 
from the former East Ger- 
man secret police Stasi alleg- 
ing in turn that Mr. Verges 
could have been a Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
agent and had supplied rock- 
ets fired at a French nuclear 
plant. 

Former gendarmerie Cap- 
tain Paul Barril said in a radio 
interview on Sunday that all 
French secret services had 
made the lawyer a “priority 
target” because of his alleged 
contacts with Carlos and 
other guerrilla groups. 


Mr. Barril, who had dose 
contacts with the anti- 
terrorism unit at Mr. Mitter- 
rand's office, said the presi- 
dent knew about the plot 
Mr. Verges accused Mr. 
Mitterrand of personally 
ordering him killed. 

“The highest state level, 
that is to say the Elysee (pres- 
idential palace), that is to say 
Mitterrand had dedded to 
have me killed,” he said 
“What the president of the 
republic ordered was a 
crime... I am waiting for a 
denial,” he said. 

Mr. Mitterrand's office de- 
clined to comment on the 
charges. It said Mr. Barril 
never belonged to the 
Elysee's anti-terrorism unit 
ana never worked, at the pres- 
idential palace. 

Yves Bonnet, wbo beaded 
the domestic secret service 
DST at the time of the 
alleged plot, ridiculed Mr. 
Baml's accusations as “high- 
ly fantastic inventions from 
media addicts’* and said Mr. 
Verges bad never been dis- 
cussed in anti-terrorism 
meetings. 

He said Mr. Verges, who 


in 1982 was defending Carlos* 
girlfriend Magadafena Kopp, 
a member of Germany’s Red 
Army Faction (RAF) who 
was later jailed for carrying 
arms and explosives, had 
been a slight irritant but was 
not dangerous enough for tbe 
secret service to deal with 
him. 

Pierre Marion, a former 
head of tbe counter- 
intelligence agency DGSE in 
the 19805, denied DGSE 
“bad anything to do with an 
action against Verges." 

But he admitted he did not 
have access to secret contacts 
between Mr. Mitterrand and 
the Elysee anti-terrorism 
unit, 

Mr. Verges said last week 
Mr. Banil told him in 1991 
the killing was not carried out 
because it would have been 
too conspicuous. 

Mr. Barril, who now runs 
his own security firm, is no 
stranger to controversy 
either. He left the police 
force under a cloud or mis- 
conduct charges over tbe so- 
called “Irish of Vincennes” 
scandal in 1983. 

Three suspected members 


of the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) were arrested and 
charged with plotting terror 
attacks but charges against 
tbe trio — who were de- 
fended by Mr. Verges — 
were later dropped because 
of procedural irregularities 
by police and security agents. 

Mr. Verges, long a con- 
troversial figure in the French 
legal world, is currently 
acting for Carlos, the interna- 
tional extremist accused of 
tbe murders of more than 80 
people. 

He was arrested in Sudan 
10 days ago after a 20-year 
manhunt, handed over to 
French agents and flown to 
France. 

Mr. Barril made headlines 
recently when he claimed to 
have recovered the “black 
box” cockpit recorder of the 
plane canying the presidents 
of Rwanda and Burundi 
which was shot down last 
April. 

The aircraft’s maker Das- 
sault said what he had found 
was an antenna junction box. 

The newspaper Le Figaro 
on Monday said Stasi finked 
Mr. Verges with the CIA 


over his defence of the late 
former Nazi officer Klaus 
Barbie who was jaded for life 
in France for crimes against 
humanity. 

“Unofficial and Western 
media reports allege Barbie's 
defence is a CIA mission and 
link Verges with the Cla on 
several occasions," Le Figaro 
quoted a Stasi report as 

saying. 

The newspaper Le Parisien 
quoted another Stasi report 
a& saying Mr. Verges, men- 
tioned under the codenames 
of “Herzog” and "Gabriel,” 
had been in charge of sup- 
plying guerrillas with several 
rockets filed ai s French, nuc- 
lear plant. 

The 1982 attack on the 
Creys-Malville fast-breeder 
reaaor caused little damage. 

Mr. Verges, branded in 
Stasi reports as an “oper- 
ational men ! er” of Carlos’s 
group, saki -iiis was a mis- 
translation i the German 
word “ope.tjv” which he 
said meant objective." 

He has & ed the accusa- 
tM ”“ and ^ • anced what he 
called a “Si: : Misinformation 
campaign." 



Diana hits back 
at ‘silent phone 
call’ claims ; 


LONDON (AFP)— Prince® 
Diana hit back Monday ar 
allegations in the Weekend 
press that she dogged a oak 
friend with silent telephone 
calls. In a rare interview, she 
told the Daily Mail there war 
“absolutely no tnjfh" tef 
claims that she made galls in' 
1992 and 1993 to London art= 
dealer Oliver Hoare, vlho re- 
portedly acted as a goi r 
between the princess: an<J 
Prince Charles in a bid for 

reconciliation — they sepa* 

rated in December 1992. tire 
tabloid News Of Tbe Wtirid 
reported Sunday that police- 
had traced several calls from 
Princess Diana’s apartments, 
in Kensington Palace to Mr. 
Hoare's home for several, 
months either side of the, 
separation. The paper said 
Princess Diana herself had 
made the silent calk, while 
other papers reported that 
one of her staff had done it.- 
Police at Sctoland Yard re- 
fused to comment. “What 
have I done to deserve this?” 
the princess told the paper; 
“I feel I am being destroyed! 
There is absolutely ho truth 
in it." She said of Mr. Hoaie: 
“He is a friend, he has helped 
me. They are trying to make 
out I was having an affair, 
with this man or had some 
sort of fatal attraction... It i* 
simply untrue and so unfair.” 
She warned: “Do you realise 
tha: whoever is trying to des- 
troy me is inevitably damag- 
ing the institution of the 
monarchy as well?" Justify-, 
ing her decision tb challenge 
the claims by talking to the 
press, she said: “What should 
I do? Close my ears and eyes 
to it all?" Conservative par- 
liamentarian Sir Teddy 
Taylor demanded a police 
inquiry into the leak about* 
the phone calk. “Leaks of 
this sort are becoming normal 
practice,” he said. 


The Ritz bar 
remembers 
Hemingway 


PARIS (AFP) — Fifty years 
ago this Thursday Ernest 
Hemingway led an assault 
team charged with liberating T 
one of this city’s most vener- 
able social shrines — tbe 
fabled Ritz bar in the elegant 
Place Vendome — from Ger- 
man occupation. The Ritzk 
Hotel had been a Hemingway 
haunt since the late 1920s, 
when as an impecunious wri- 
ter he frequented the bar in 
the company of his more- 
fortunate fellow novelist, 
Scott Fitzgerald. Hemingway 
would later assert that 
whenever he thought of fife 
after death the action always 
took place at the Ritz in 
Paris. No wonder then that 
the 46-year-old writer, whet 
had earned his combat* 
credentials in the Spanislf 
civil war. was given the '.hon- 
our of securing the Ritz as 
Allied forces rolled into Park. 
Wearing a war correspon- 
dent's uniform, wielding a 
sub-machine gun. Papa 
Hemingway took a team of 
French resistance fighters 
into the hotel. With the pre£ 
mises secured, he immediate- 
ly ordered a round of dry 
martinis for his men. Ttiflut 
very bar, now named after its 
most devoted patron and res- ‘ 
tored according to its original 
decor, will reopen for bust 
ness this Aug. 25 after having 
been closed for many yearC 
On offer will be a special 
vintage of Havana Club rum l 
much favoured by Heming 1 r 
way and other cocktails froni 
his era. * 


Smithsonian’s 
exhibit draws 1 
million in Japan 


pIIBA, Japan (AP) — The 
Smithsonian Institution's first 
overseas exhibition, de- 
scribed as a peek into Amcr- 
ira’s attic, has attracted mote 
than 1 million visitors ip 
Japan, a spokesman said. As 
of Monday, about 1.011,960 
people had travelled to thi 
city 40 miles east of Tokyo to 
look at nuggets of American 
including tbe niby slipper* 
Judy Garland wore in The 
Wizard Of Oz and Gen. 
George Armstrong Custer's 
buckskin jacket. Organiser* 
estimated 1.5 mififen people 
will see the exhibition Wo** 
it closes on Aug. 31.. I* 
opened July 9, and admissk* 
is 2,400 yen ($24) for adttfe 
American Festival *94 ■ i 

got a high-profile start 1 
promotional visits by tonoSf T * 
U.S. President Jhnray Cffc 
ter, three former JapaBffl® 
pome ministers and 
crown prince and prince^ 
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